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PREFACE. 



Teoc plia of this hlstorr «u adopted in order that I miglit 
Beet the roquirementg of tlie tislc usigoed me. Kcgrotfull;^ 
I b»te been oompdled, for lock of spnoe, to omit mudh that 
ought U) Snd a p!ac« in a hi»toi7 of the BaptiaU of Nev Eng- 
hod. Tat I trut it will be found that, vrtm in tliii brief 
leviewof a long and eventful period, the prominent facts have 
been cleui; and faithfully preaenUd. 

Concerning the earlier history of the Baptista of New Eng- 
laod, Rer. Icaac Backus' "History of New Englaod with 
Articular Reference to the DcDOmination of Chriatiaiw 
called Baptists," pnblished a hundred ycara ago, has been 
to me, as to olbets, a treasure house of interesting and tnist- 
wortbj &cts. Por his painstaking ioTcstigations, as well as 
for bia penonal irorth and Bcrvioes, Mr. Backus should for- 
erer be held in honor by the Bap^sts of New England. Dr. 
DaTid Benedict, in his "General History of the Baptist 
Deoominalion in America," published in 1813, devoted 
attention to a wider Geld than the Middlcboro pastor, and 
•0 &r OS New England is concerned added little to what Mr. 
Backoa had already done. Valuable material for the earlier 
period I have alio derived from Dr. R. A. Guild's " Chaplain 
Smith and the Baptists," with its numerous oitracis from the 
diaiyof Rev. Heiekiab Smith of Ilaverbill, Mass., published 
by the American Baptist Publication Society in 1865; also 
from the "Biajyof John Comer," published by the American 
Baptist Pnblicaiion Society in 1893. The Minutes of the 
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BOQEB WII.LIAUS AKD TUB BABLT BAFTI8IS OW 
BHODE ISLAND. 

THE Popbam colonUU estal>lUlicd tlieinsclves at 
tlie tnotith of the Kennebec River, iu what is now 
the State of ilaine, in Augu:^t, 1607. Sir John Pop- 
bam, from whom the colony received its name, was 
chief justice of England. With him were associated 
Sir John Gilbert and Sir Fei'dinaiido Gorges. 
Doubtless they sought to cnlat^c their own fortunes 
by this colonial enterprise ; but they were loyal to the 
interests of the crown, and saw in the anticipated 
Euccess of the colony the greater glory of England 
by the consequent increase of her dominion and 
Ikt commerce. Unfortunately, the colonists were not 
of the best. They bad not the strengtli of character 
tliat belongs to tlie founders of States. They were 
hero simply because they were sent. Furthermore, 
Sir John Popham died June 10, 1607, shortly after 
the colonists sailed. The president of the colony, 
George Popham, a nephew of the chief justice, died 
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ia the winter following the landing. Also, dur- 
ing the following Bummer, Sir John Gilbeit died, 
and on receiving this inteliigence, Raleigh Gilbert, 
who on the death of George Popham became 
president of the colony, found it necessary to re- 
turn to England as the heir to his brotbcr'a inhcri- 
tince. A part of the colonists had returned to Eng- 
land in the preceding December, and aa there was 
DOW no one capable of taking charge of the interests 
of the colony, Fort St. George, which they had 
erected, was dismantled, and the remnant returned to 
JBogUnd with Gilbert in the autumn of 1608. 

The utter abandonment of an enterprise at one 
period bo iull of promise, was a severe blow to Gorges 
and other patrons of colonization in Xew England ; 
and no further attempt by Englishmen was made to 
secure a foothold in the new world until the Pilgrims, 
better men with better hopes, settled at Plymouth, in 
1620. The Pilgrims were Separatists, and are to be 
sharply distinguished from the Puritans, who after- 
ward establislied the settlements of Massachusetts 
Bay. Coming from Holland, whither they had fled 
OB account of persecution, the Pilgrims brought with 
tbem lo onr shores "hearts full of charity, kindliness, 
and toleration ; their minds broadened by experience 
in a land where religion was free to all men." They 
did Dot remun in Holland, because they were not at 
home there. They desired for themselves and for 
their children entirely different surroundings ; and so 



THB EABLY BAPTISTS OP EHODS ISIAHD. 11 

th«}r left Leyden, where for some time they had lived 
ia exile, crossed a stormy sea, and established them- 
selves at Flytuouth, " the forerunners of an innumer- 
able hoab" The PuritaoB, on the other hand, were 
not separatists irom the Church of England. They 
were not in harmony with it, however ; and witli the 
purpose to secure ecclesiastical changes whidt they 
could not obtain in England, they too turned toward 
the new world. A party of Puritan colonists settled 
at Cape Ann, in 1624. In the following year, they 
b^an a settlement at Salcm. John Endicott joined 
them in 1628. In 1629, Rev. Francis Higginson 
and Rev. Samuel Skcltou, two Ptiritau ministers, 
came with other colonists and organized a churcli at 
Salem. On leaving England the former is reported 
by Cotton Mather to have said : " We will not say, 
as the Separatists were wont to say at their leaving of 
England : Farewell, Babylou I Farewell, Rome I 
But we will say, Farewell, dear England I Farewell, 
the cJiurch of God in England, and all the Christian 
friends there. We do not go to New England a& 
separatists from the Chuix'h of England ; though wo 
cannot but separate from the corruptions in it. But 
we go to practise the poRitlve part of church reforma- 
tion ; and propi^te the gospel in America." * 

How this was to be done was very soon apparent. 

John Brown and Samuel Brown, " men of estates and 

men of parts," attempted to introduce the worship of 

> "MRgnalift," Lib. IlL, 1 1, p. 12, 
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the Church of England at Salem ; and when sum- 
moned before Gov. Endicott becauae of this ionova- 
tioQ, they "accused the milliliters ai departing fixira 
the order of the Church of England ; thut they were 
Separatists, and wuuld-be Anabaptists, etc., but for 
tiiemselTes they would hold to the orders of the 
Cburch of England." The governor and council 
were unwilling to tolerate sucli views. They tended, 
tbey said, to " mutiny and faction." The Browns 
accordingly were told that New England was no 
place for them, and th^ were compelled to return to 
England in the ship that brought them over. Relig- 
ious freedom was nut a part of the Puritans' ])olity. 
They wanted for themselves what they were not 
ready to grant to others. 

The Puritan exodus from England continued, 
John Winthrop came over in 1630, with about fifteen 
hundred colonists, who settled at Charlcstown, 
Boston, Dorchester, and Watertown. Between 1630 
and 1640, at least twenty tliousanJ Englishmen were 
transferred from the mother country to Massachusetts 
Bay. Xeal says that if the civil [wwer bad not 
interfered to check emigration, one-fourth of the 
property of the British kingdom would have been 
transferred to America. It is said that among the 
pasaengers who were either prevented from embark- 
ing or compelled to disembark by an order to " stay 
eight ships now in the River Thames prepared to go 
to New England," was Oliver Cromwell. Old Eng- 
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land, not New England, was to be the field of his 
Bpleadid achievemeiits,^ 

There were many men, however, well fitted to be 
the founders of Scaten, who sucueeded in nuking their 
way to these western shores. On the ship L^on, 
which arrived at Boston, February 6, 1631, was 
Roger Williams. A native of London, as has 
recently been ascertained,* and at tiiis time about 
tbir^ years of age^ he hod had the advanto^ of a 
liberal education. Wheu lie was a youth. Sir Edward 
0)ke, discovering his promise, esteemed him so 
Iiigbly that he sent him to Sutton's Hospital, after- 
ward known as tlie Charter House. Here he was 
elected a scholar June 25, 1621. After the comple- 
tion of his preparatory studies in London, July 7, 
1625, he became a pensioner of Pembroke College, 
Cambridge, where in January, 1626, he took his 
degree of Bachelor of Arts. It is said that after 

> This (Utatnent U madu b? Uktiier, " Uugnalit," Lib. I., { T. 
p. 23, 111 ad., 1T02. " Among Ihoae bound for Now EnKlnnd, tlint 
wcro «o »lo()t, Ihcro wore ctpocinlly throo famoui pcraons, whutn 
I tuppoto thoir kdvanarici would not have to ■tudi'mttj' dctninod 
nt home if thoy hudruroicon events; theui were Oliver Cromwell, 
iind Mr. Uambdon and Sir Arthur HuMJrig." OMmixon, Nasi, 
Ilutchinion, Grahnme, Humo, HutUm, Ruuell, Macuukj', and 
othon mnke the itntomont with modificoUoni. On tha other hand, 
Aiken, Fonter, Bancroft, Young, and othen deny or doubt It. 
Boa the "Now England Hiitorical and Genealogical ItegiMor" 
for April, 1SG6, pp. 118-lSO. 

■ThisiiadircoTaryofUr. Honrjr F. Watart. See the "New 
England Hittorical and Oenoaicgical Regiitor," July, 1689, |k 
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leaving the universitjr he catered upon the study of 
kw, but be eoou abandoned bia legal studies, and 
devoted himself lo tlicology. He was admitted to 
orders in tiie Church of England, and it is bcliovcd 
that be was placed la cbargc of a parisb. lu 1G29, 
bia residenoe was at High !Lavcr iu Essex, not moic 
than a dozen miloa from Chelmsford, wbcre Rev. 
Thomas Hooker prcacbed. In his " Bloudy Tenent 
yet more Blondy," be says, " Master Cotton may coll 
to mind tbat the discusser, riding witb himself and 
one other of precious memory. Master Hooker, to and 
from Senipringbaoi, ]>re6cuted hia arguments from 
Scripture, wby he durst not join witb tbem in their 
use of common prayer." ' TUis was John Cotton, tlie 
celebrated Boston minister of n later day ; and tbc 
etatemeoi shows tbat Williams was already out of 
harmony with tlie Established Church. TLis, also, 
(U once appeared on bis arrival in New England. 
He was recognized as a "godly minister," and bis 
leuning and [He^ were such that he was invited to 
Bettle in Boston. He declined the invitation, because, 
u be said,* he " durst not oIEciate to an unseparatcd 
people," as upon examination and conference be found 
them to be. The church in Salem then called him, 
u the successor of Mr. Higginson, who on account 
of feeble health was <^)mpellcd to retire from active 
flerrice: Tbe Salem Cburch was the oldest cburcli in 

» ■■ Pub. N»rr. Club," Vol. IV.. p. 65. 

■ L«itt«r to B«v. Jobn CoUon, Uaioh 2G, 1671. 
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the colony, haviog been orgauizctl August 6, 1G20, 
" OD prindples of jwrfect aad entire iadepcndcnoo of 
evci7 other eccIcsioBtical bodv." The dvilauthori- 
tica in Boston protested against this action of tlio 
church in Salem ; " That whereas, "Sir. Willinma hod 
refused to join with the congregation at Boston, 
iKcause they wonld not make a public declaration of 
their repentance for having communion with the 
churches of England, while they lived there ; ood 
besides, had declared his opinion thut ilie magistrato 
might not punish the breach of the Sabbath, nor any 
other ofTcnsG tliat was a breach of the first tabic; 
tlierefore, tliey marveled they would choose him with- 
out advising with the Council ; and withal desiring 
that they would forbear to proceed till they had con- 
ferred about it" From this protest we lenrn tliat 
since his arrival in the country, Roger Williams had 
already promulgated views with reference to " soul 
libcny," The Salem Church received him as its 
minister on the same day the General Court formu- 
lated its protest, and be continued to dischai^c the 
duties of his ofScc until summer when, fur the sake 
of peace, he withdrew, and took up his residence at 
Plymouth, which was outside the jui-isdictlou of 
Massachusetts Bay. Says Gov. Bradford:* "He 
was friendly entertained according to their poor 
ability, and exercised his gifts amongst them, and after 

> "HUl of riymoutb PUoUtioo." CoU. of 1I«m. Ui»t. Boo, 
Vol IIL, p. 8ia 
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some time was admitted a member of the oliurch, and 
bis tcachiug well approved ; for tlie benefit whereof 
I Ball blesj God, and am thanlcftil lo him even for his | 
■barpest admonitions and reproofa, so far as the/ 
agree with truth." Yet, tolerant as tlie Pilgn: 
were, tliey had a fear, to use Elder Brewster's words,' 
that Mr. Williams would " run tho same course of 
rigid Separation and Anal)aptiBtr^ which Mr. John 
Smith, the 3e-Baptist at Amsterdam, had done." 
They were not disappointul, therefore, when near the 
end of August, 1833, Mr. Williams left Plymouth, 
and, in aooordanoe with an invitation, returned lo 
Salem, where he resumed his ministry, as an assistant 
to Mr. Skelton ; and on the death of Mr. Skelton, 
which occurred August 2, 1634, he \yaa made his suc- 
oeraor. Among his church-members were some of 
the church at Plymouth, who had* transferred their 
membership to Salem, in order tliat they still might 
cDJoy the blessings of his ministry. 

Bat the return of Mr. Williams to Salem vraa not 
at all pleaung to the authorities at Boston. "From 
the period uf Mr. Williams' final settlement as the 
teacher of the church in Salem," says Prof Gammell,* 
" may be dated the beginning of the controversy with 
the clergy and court of Klossachnselts, which at 
length terminated in his banislimcnt from tlie colony. 
He was surrounded by men, both in ccclesiostiol and 



* B«port«d bj Uorton la " Naw EngUn J'* Uemori»l,' 

• "lib of Xogvr Willunu," p. sa 



p. 7a 
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civil life, wliose miads were na yet iocapable of form- 
iag a conceptioa of the great principle of spiritual 
freedom which hod taken full posBcssioa of his soul, 
aad which was uow gradually molding all his opia- 
ioDS, and by unseen agencies shaping the destiny 
which the future had in store for him." In less than 
a year, in April, 1635, Mr. Williams was summoned 
hy tlie oourt to apjwar at Biistou for haviug taught 
publicly that a nugistratti ought not to tender au oath 
to an unregenerate man. " He was heard before all the 
miaisters," says Gov. Winthrop, " and clearly coa- 
futcd," In July, 1635, be was again summoned to 
Boston, and called to answer to the following tenets 
represented to be held by him : 1. That the magis- 
trate ought not to punish tlie breach of the first tabic, 
otherwise than in such case as did disturb the civil 
peace. 2. That he ought not lo tender an oath to an 
unregenerate man. 3. That a man ought not to pray 
with such, tliough they might I>e wife, children, etc. 
4. That a man ought not to give thanks after sacra- 
ment, nor afwr meals; and tltat tlie otiicr churches 
were about to write to Salem to admonish him of these 
errors, understanding that tiic church had called bim 
to the office of teacher. " The said opinions," says 
Gov. Winthrop,' " were adjudged by all the niagistracy 
and ministers — wlio were deeii-cil to be present — lo be 
erroneous and very dangerous, and the calling of liim 
to office at that time was judged a great contempt of 
' "niit. of Now Knglninl," Vol, 1.. |.. 154. 
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matliority." Mr. Williams and tlic church in Salem 
wen given until the De:ct ineetiiig of tlie court to 
consider the matter, tbe ailvic« of ilic mlnistcra present 
b^g that those who should obstinately maialuia 
MUch opinions should be " removed/' in other words 
bauiahed, "and that the other churciics oiiglit to re- 
quest tbe magistrate so to do." The people at Salem 
eecm to liave been steadfast in their allegiance to Mr. 
Willioma. "Tiiey adhered to him long and faiili- 
fully," says Upliam, "and aheltercd him fiom all 
assaults. And when at last lie was sentenced by tlic 
General Court to banishment from the colony, on 
account of his principles, we cannot bui admire the 
fidelity of that friendship which prompted many 
members of his congrpgation to accompany him in 
his exile, and partake of his fortunes wben an ontcast 
upoD the earth." 

Aooording to Wintbrop, the sentence of banishment 
against Williams was pronounced by the General 
Court in October, 1635. Mr. Hooker was selected 
to dispute with bim, but " could not reduce him from 
any of his errors." So the next day the court sen- 
tenced bim to depart out of the jurisdiction of tlic 
colony within tax weeks, all tlic ministers but one 
approving the sentence. Tlie sentence of banisbmeiit 
pronounced October 19, 1C36, wna as follows: 

" Whereas, Mr. Roger Williams, one of the elders 
of tbe chitrcli of Salem, hath broached and divulged 
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Dew and dangerous opiiiions agaiuat the aathority of 
mngistrates ; oad alsu writ letters of defiunattOD, botli 
of the mi^stmtes and cliurchcs here, aod that before 
any conviction, and yet maintaiseth the aame without 
any retraction i it u therefore ordered that the aaid 
Sir. Williams sliall dejiart out of this juriadictutu 
within six weeks now next ensuiiiK> which, if hu 
neglect to perform, it shall he hiwful lor the Guveruor 
and two ot the mugistratca to send him to some phtce 
out of tliis jurisdiction, nut to return any more with- 
out license from th« court." 

It is pleasant to know that on account of R<^r 
Williams' valuable services tu the Jlosiiachuat.'tts colo- 
nists, this Mutcncx: of banishment was revoked by tlio 
Council, March 31, 1676. The revocatiou is in iUcm 
wordd : 

WiiEBEAS, Mr. lloger Williams staiula at pi-csent 
under a sentence of Restraint from coming into tliis 
Colony, yet coiisideriii)' how i-radyly and li'coly at all 
lymcs iic hath served die English interest in ihid time 
of wurrc with the Indians niid manifested his particular 
r(.-Al)eetB to the Authority of this Culony in several 
services (Utjired of liim, and further understanding 
how by the last assault of ilic Indians nimn Provi- 
dence bis House ia burned and himself, in nis old age, 
reduced to an uncomfortable and di»ible«l Htatc. Out 
of cDniiiassiou to him in diis condition The Council 
doc Oitlcr and Declare that if the saved Mr, Williams 
tiliall see cause and desire it, lie sli.tll liavo liberty ti> 
repayrc into any of our Towns for liis security und 
Comfortable abiKlc during these Public Troubles, IIu 
behaving liim.telf [xuceably ami inoffensively and not 
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mioaliag Qad venting aoy of his diOiTcnt opia- 
ioDs in matters of Beligiou to the diHsatiKfautioii of 
any. 

It hxi been at^ue>I that the banishoieQi of Hoger 
Williams " look jilace for rc?asoiia purely political," ' 
or, in other words, that the "new and dangerous 
opinioDs" which he had divulged had no rcfci'eiicc to 
the doctrine of soul liberty, of which he was the great 
apostle in later jeare. But tbia position la clwii'ly 
untenable. While there were other iiwitera, doiibt- 
lesa, that brought upon Roger Williaois the ill will 
of the Massachusetts authorities, his denial of the 
right of the civil magistrate to deal in matters of con- 
ecienoe and religion was certainly one of the reasons 
wb/ bis bauishmeot was decreed. This is his own 
statement, more than once repeated, and his conflict 
with the Massachusetts authorities is also a witness on 
the same side. Furthermore, the revocation of the 
edict banishing Mr. Williams was expressly u[>on the 
ground of hia " not disscminatiug and vciitiug any of 
bis difierent opinions in matters of religion." 

Roger Williams died in 1683; but although in the 
■even years of his life that remained he did not .ivnil 
himself of this manifestation of " Comitassion," lie 
could not have been insensible to the kindly feeling 
tbat prompted it When the "Acts of the Coiuiui:^ 
Noners of tlie United Colonies of New England" 
were publislied by the State oC Mass:ichnsetts in 1850, 
' Rer. Dr. U. M. Pcilcr, inhU"AR to Rof-cr^Villinm*," p. 70. 
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the editor, to render the work more perfect, added in 
oil appendix Bcvcnil acta aud luioutcs of the <wmnii»> 
Bioncrs, and other documents, " discovered since tlie 
printing of this volume \vos commenced." Tlie above 
revocation of tlie Bcntcoce of banishment against llogcr 
\Villiams was one of these documents, and the editor 
evidently sought -to give it prominence by inserting 
it in bis Introduction, But the person who nude the 
index overlooked it, and it has therefore epcapod at- 
tention until withiu a few years.* 

The views of Roger Williams were views which . 
the MassochiiecttB authorities were unwilling to 
tolerate. It is true, as Joliu Cotton said, that to 
Williams liia departure from the colony " wod ni>t 
banishment, but oulargement." But this was not the 
purpose of the authorities of Massachusetts Bay in 
sending him out of their jurisdiction. Their act "de- 
termined him to another, a wiiler, a far more beneficent 
career," but they had in mind only the removal of 
one whose "opinions in matters of religion" they 
were anxious to suppress. 

On account of ill health, Mr. Williams, afW his 
banishment had been decreed, rcceivol permission to 
remain at Salem during the winter, but it was soon 
reported to the mi^istrates that he could not refrain 
from uttering his opinions io his own house, and tlmt 

■ Sob "Plymouth Culony BucunI*," Vol. X., p. G, Introduo- 
tion; ftlMi, M to iu origiiiul luurc*, "MuuchuMitU ArehlvM," 
VoL Z., p. 233. 
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be was preparing to eslablisli a colony on Narmgan- 
aett Bay. The court accordingly decided to send bira 
bock to England, and be was summoned to Boston 
witb this intent. Mr. Williams, bowever, declined 
to obey the summons. A souill sloop w.19 then sent 
to Salem, and the captain was instructed 10 apprehend 
him and place bim oa board a vessel then about to sail 
to Eoglaad. Yet when the olBcers reached his bouse 
they fooDd he bad been gone three days, but whither 
be bad gone they could not Icara. 

By advioe of John Winthrop, who privately wrote 
tu him, Mr. Williams proceeded to the shores of Nar- 
r^ansett Bay, and located at first at Seckonk ; but on 
learoing from Gov. Winslow, of Plymouth, that ho 
was nithin the bounds of that colony, he crossed the 
river with five others, who it is supposed bod followed 
biiQ from Salem, and commenced a settlement which lie 
called Providence It was Mr. Williams' desire that 
the new colony might be " a E^elter fijr i>ersons dis- 
tressed of conscience." The growth of the colony, 
however, was slow. In October, 1C38, Providence 
was divided among thirteen proprietors, and as many 
more must have joined the settlement shortly after. 
From the begioning there may have been preaching 
and worship, but there was no cburcli organization 
for more than two years after the founding of the 
aetdement The religious opinions of Williams and 
his associates were evidently in a transition state. 
The tendeocy of the former had been toward Baptist 
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vietn for some time. Before Icaviag England lie had 
boeo acquainted with Baptists, and \ns fiuuiliar with 
their articlett of belief; and he vta doubtless tbo leader 
in the formation of a Baptist church at Providenoe. 
This first sign of oi^n'izatioa vma at some time prior 
to March 16, 1639, wlien Williams was luptiicd by 
Ezekiel HoUiman, and lie in turn baptized HoUimaa 
and " some tea more." But Williams remained only 
a few-mouths in connection with the church. He had 
doubts in reference to the validity of his own baptism, 
aud the baptism of his associates on account of tbo 
al)SL'ncc of "aiitlioriz(.-d administrators." "For bim 
there was no churcb and no ministry Icfc The apos- 
tolic eucccsaioD was interrupted and apostolic authority 
had ceased. It was the tuptizer, and not the baptism, 
about whicb he doubted. He was a high churcb .Ana- 
baptist. He went out of the churcb, left bis little 
congregation behind, preached wlien aud where lie 
could, and became a 'seeker' tiie rest of his days. 
And during the rest of bis days he never came to a 
' satisfying discovery ' of a true church or ministry." ' 
Two or throe witlidrew from the fellowship of the 
church with Mr. Williams, but others were added to 
its membership, amoug tlicm Cliad Brown, William 
Wickcnden, and later Gregory Deiter. These with 
Tbomas Olney, who was baptized by Williams, were 
ministers of the churcJi, although it is very difficult to 
determine their terms of service, or how far each was 
• S. L. Catdwoll. D. D. 
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reoognixed oa pastor. " The ministiy of tlie word fell 
to meo of less genius, of leas education, of more so- 
briety of mind tbaa Mr. Williams had. They were 
bU fneada, aud to a oertaiu extent, bis followers. Tliey 
bad oome after him into the wilderness, but could not 
follow him into the thickets of 8[>eculation wliere he 
bad wandered. They were satisfit^l with the new 
baptism they had found, and such mlnisiry as their 
own choice and the Holy Spirit supplied. By nc- 
tts&ity, and probably by conviction, it was an un- 
paid ministry, and was exercised by those who in 
rf>»T^f-tyr and pfta of * prophcByiag ' were marked for 
it"' 

lo November, 1637, John Clarke, an educated man, 
and a man of some property, arrived at Boston. It 
is believed that be was a Baptist before leaving Eng- 
land. When he reached Boston, the Antinomian con- 
troversy, which bad attracted general attention, was 
approaching its culmination, and several of the leaders 
were about to be banislied from the colony. Clarke 
was not drawn into this I'ODtroversy, and in the in- 
terests of peace, he suggested the establishment of a 
oew colony. With two others be first visited New 
Hampshire, bat finding the climate too scvcra, he 
made bis way to Providence, and, as ttic result of a 
conference with Soger Williams, Mr. Clarke and his 
company, in March, 1638, settled at Aquidneck, now 
the islaitd of Rhode Island. The first settlement was 
> B. L. Osldwell, D. D. 
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at the nortbern part of the island ; but in April fol- 
lowing, Beveral of the ^milies, including ibe govern- 
ment officiabi, removed to the soutLem psrt of the 
inland, vbicb thc-y called Newport. Freocbing aer- 
vices were held from the b^ioning. " Mr, Joha 
Clark^ who woe a man of letters, carried on pnblio 
worship." A chnroh, at aome time, woa orguniacd, 
and thia churob disclaimed fellowship with the Coti- 
gr^ational charoh in Boston, with which aome of its 
members had formerly been connected. Gov, Win- 
tiirop says that iu 1640-11 there were "profesaed 
Anabaptists" on the island. A Mr. Lechford, in a, 
small book, to which he added an addrcs!; to the reader 
diitcd January, 1C4I, says there was a clmrch on 
the island in 1640, of which Mr. Clarke was elder or 
pastor, but he had heard that ii was dissolved. On 
the otlicr hand, Kcv. Joha Comer, the filth jiostor of 
the Newport Church, about ninety years after the set- 
tlement of the island, iu scareliiiig fur fads concerning 
the organization of the chui'ch. found tlic private record 
of Mr. Samuel Hubbard, wlio united with tlic New- 
port Clmrch Novembers, 1648; and by information 
received from otlicr Murccs he learned that the church 
" was constituted about 1644." In a manuscript said 
to be in the possession of the Backus Historical So- 
ciety, Mr. Comer repeated the statement that "the 
church was first gathered by Mr, Clarke aluiit 1644." 
Moreover, Rev. John Collcndcr, who sueccedcd Mr. 
Comer as pastor of tlie Newport Cliurdi, in his Ceo- 
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tarr SermoD, aays: " It is said that in 1G44, Mr. 
JoliD Clarke ami some others formed a church ou tlie 
Echeme aa<i principles of the Baptists." The most 
that caD be said then, as to the date at which the Kew- 
port Church \va3 fui'med, ia tliat its oi^onizatioii took 
place at an earl/ period, " perhaps within the very 
first year of tiie settlement of the island." 

At Seekonk, now Rehoboth, Baptist seatimoiits 
appeared at lengtli, and iu 1649, on attempt, was 
made to organize a Riptist church. Assistance was 
sought from Newport, and Mr. Clarke and Mr. 
Loctr nude tbnr way thither in order to give needed 
oouuse), and otherwise aid the new disciples. Mr. 
Ciarke bapiited quite a number, and Roger Williams 
referring to the fact in a letter to Gov. Winthrop, 
said : " At Seekonk, a great many have lately con- 
curred with Mr. John Clarke, and our Providence 
men, about the point of a new baptism and the m:in- 
aer by dipping ; and Mr. John Clarke hath been 
there lately, and Mr. Lucar, and hath dipped ihcm. 
I believe their practice comes nearer to the first pi-ac- 
tice of our great Founder, Christ Jesus, than othor 
practices of religion do."* Seekonk was within the 
jurisdiction of the Plymouth colony, and the Ply- 
mouth magistrates prosecuted these persons who had 
publicly avowed their Baptist belief.' The result 

• " Pub. N.rr. aub," Vol. VI., p. 188. 

* Tlia Hua. Qtn. Court leiit to Plymouth a not« October, 1649, 
la which occur* tha following: " Particularly we undenland 
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was that most of them remoTcd to Aqiiidneok io 
1650, or early io 1651, and proved a valaablo addU 
tioa to the Kevport Churcii. Among them were 
Obadiuh Holmes and Joseph Torrejr. Of the former 
more vill be aoid hereaf^r- 

A controveny soon arose concerning the prindples 
that enter into the foundation of a true ehardii of 
Christ, and are essential to its oomplctenesa. While 
some io the colony would do a\ray with the visible 
church, aod denied the obligation of baptism and the 
Lord's Sapper, insisting that these have only a 
spiritual meaning, others would add to these, as 
another ordinance, the imposition of hands. On tho 
authority of Hob. G : 1, 2, this was regarded as an 
indispensable prerequisite to church-membership and 
a place at the Lord's Supper. 

This matt«r was first broaelicd at Newport and 
Providence, about the year 1G62, and the division 
which the controversy occasioned occurred in the 
latter church in 1C53-4. Kev. John Callendur, of 
Newport, writing in 1738, and referring to the Provi- 
dence Baptists, says: " Hereujxin tlicy walked io 
two churches, one under Mr. C. Brown, Mr. Wiclcen- 

thkt witliia thU few waskoi them hare been at So* Cunke, tliir- 
Uene or fuurieano perMO* rtbK|>liifld (a ivillprograuin ana 
towne), yotCwe hcwra cot if Any offoctunl r«ilrictioa i*enl«od«d 
thereftbouu. L«U it not, w« pmy you, *oom« prtcumptioD la U 
to mind joa hereof, nor that wa aarnoilty inlre«te you to Uk« 
ore *> well of the lupprouinK of orron lU of th« maintonuiae 
of truth."— Mm*. OgL Bocorda, VoL IIL, p. ITL 
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deD, etc, the other under Mr. Thomas Olncy ; but 
I&yiug on of hands at length geDerally obiaincd." 
Mr. Olney's party withdrew from the church, and 
naintuDed a separate existence until about 1718.' 

In the Newport Church the division occurred in 
1666, when iweaty-ooe members withdrew and 
formed another church. The Baptist brotherhood in 
Bhode Island was thus rent asunder. The new doc- 
trine continued to win many converts, churches were 
organized, and toward the close of the century an 
Association was formed in which tiicse churches were 
oniled. 

In 1665, a few of tlic members of the Baptist 
church in Newport began to keep the seventh day, 
liolding that the Scriptures enjoined its observance, 
and in 1671, they withdrew and formed a Sabbatarian 
church. 

Mr. Clarke died April 20, 1676, and was succeeded 
hy Obadiah Holmes, who was educated at the Uni- 
venity of Oxford. In 1673, five members of the 
charcb were dbfellowshiped for denyiug the deity of 

*"Tha CiDciAil theory that in tlii* tnoreiDeDtof Olney tho !iia- 
torie oontiDuitj of the church [the Fint Church of Providoncc) 
wu diirupted, and we lo«e our antiquity and our primucy gqct 
to piece* «n the fact*. Ju*t ai well lay the church lott iti pro. 
Tiooi bUtorr, when, in 1771, Winior and h)i auocialca went out 
for • reuoD Juit oppoiile to that which led out Olnoy and )iij 
diM«nt«n. Id both eatei the church lived and continued and 
aurrlved the •chum." — Uiitorical Diacoiino, Two Hundred and 
Fiftieth Annivenary of the Fint Daptitt Ohurclt, ProTidenco, 
by Bm. a L. Okldwoll, D. D. 
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Christ. In 1707, the old meeting bouee at " Greeo 
End " was sold, and another built on Tanner Street 
in the following year. Joba Comer, tbe ftftb pastor 
of tbe cburdi, was a student at Yale College, but did 
not complete tbe course. His sucOGssor, Jolia Cal- 
Iciidcr, was graduated at Harvard in 1723. Edward 
Upliam, Mr. Callcoder's suoceesorj was also a graduate 
uf Harvard, 

At Providence the eldersbip continued in tbe family 
of tbe Browns tbree generations. During the minis- 
' try of Pardon Tillingbofit, " afler meeting sixty ycora 
out of doors and indoors, wherever it could find a 
place," the church had at length a meeting hou«c. 
It was a rude affair, " in the shaiw of a hay caj), with 
a fireplace in the middle, the smoke escaping from a 
liole ia the roof," and waa the gift of the pastor, 
Ebcnczcr Jcnckes, who succeeded Mr. Tiilingliast in 
1719, served the cbiircb oa its jiastor till hia death, 
August 14, 1726. About that time a new meeting 
house was erected, which stood until tlic present com> 
modious house was built. Thus far the ministry in 
the churdi liad been unpaid. A party in the church, 
of which Mr. Samuel Winaor, one of tiic dcaconn, 
was the leader, was opiX)se<l to any cliangc iii the 
eetablialied cuatom. But Gov. Jcnckes and others 
wished not only to employ lh[r. John Walton, a 
minister of liberal cducaiion, but to pay bim. It 
apjiears that Mr. Walton was not only willing to 
accept a salary, but he lavorcd the singing of pHalma, 
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and would receive to commiioioo those who w<?r6 
"not under bauda" Mr. Winsor's party prevailed, 
and Sir. Wtnsor himself bwame pastor of the church, 
and n^ui followed by bis son, Saoiiiel ^Villsor, Jr., 
who served ibc church from the death of his iather, 
io 1758, until the spring of 1771. 

A century and a third bad passed since the orgnni- 
saiioa of the churcli at Providence.* During this 
time " there hod been preaching after its kind." Tlio 
ministers bad been good men, but without professional 
training, and the growth of tlie church had not been 
marlced ^Vithout commerce, the progress of the 
oommnni^ had been slow. But the influence of a 
new life xras now manifest, and it was evident that a 
belter en was about to n]>cn. 

*0f thaotlitr Baptiit ohurche* orgmnitod in Bhodo lalutid dur- 
iDf thii sari; period, Bacliiu meDtioni Scituute <1725}, Oloilor 
(IMS), liTcrtoD <IGS5), Smithfield (ITOe), Hopkiiiton (1706), 
Ifortli Eingitaii (1710), Wftrwick (1725), Cumborland (1732), 
XartOreanirich (I74S), Szator (17fiO), WMterl7(17oO), Covontir 
(1763), Wuren (1701), Nortli FioTideoM (1765), Foiter (1760). 
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CHAPTER n. 

THE XABLT BAFTISIS OP HASaACBTOETTB. 

REFERRING to the " AnabapUBts" in the colony 
ill 1640, Gov. Winiilow naid : " We have lome 
living among us ; nay, some in our ohurchca of tliat 
judgment."* Prominent among thcee woa Clurlc* 
Chauncy, aftenrard president of Harvard College, 
who arrived at Plymouth from England in 1G3S. 
He held that baptism "oiiglit only to bo by dipping, 
and jititdiig yc wliolc body under water, and iliut 
sprinkling was unlawful."* Tiic clnirch at Plymuutli 
wished to secure Mr. Chauncy'e Bcrvi(x<B as assistant 
pastor, and it was willing that be should " practice as 
he was persuaded,'' provideil thoso who desired to be 
" otherwise baptized " by anotlicr minister, should 
have this privilege. But Mr. Chauncy would not 
agree to such an arrangement, and aceoi-tlingly, later, 
after nnicli discitasion M'ith prominent ministers, he 
removed to Scituatc. where there was a str<»ng [>arty 
in the ehurcli that held to immersion, sumo to :ulult 
immersion only, and some to immcriiion of infants as 
well as of adults. Mr. Chauncy bccimc pastor of 

> Mntlier, " MnjijnoUn," T.>l. II., p. 45(1. 

» Quinej, " lli»t. of Ilnn-nrd Collefcc," Vol. 1., p. 1ft 
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the church. Felt saya of him, July 7, 1648, 
" Cbauncy at Scitiiat« still adheres to his practice of 
immersioD. He had baptized two of bia children in 
this wajr." 

In 1644, Thomas Painter, of Hingham, was 
ordered by the General Court to be whipped for 
tefusing to have his new-born bal^ baptized, and 
for saying that sucli baptism was anti-Ciiristian.' 
Shortly afterward, in November, 1644, the Court 
pa^ed this vote : " It is ordered and agreed, that if 
any person or persons within this particular jurisdic- 
tioo aball either openly condemn or oppose tht- bap- 
tism of infantfi, or go about secretly to seduce others 
from ibe apprubation or nse thereof, or shall pur- 
posely depart the congr^ation at the administration 
of the ordinance, or shall deny the ordinance of 
magistracy, or their lawful right to make war, or to 
punish outward breaches of the first table, and shall 
appear to the Court willfully and obsiinately to con- 
tinue therein after due time and means of conviction, 
every such person or persons shall be sentenced to 
banishment."' Gov.Winthrop, referring to this order, 
says it was occasioned becauM! "Anabaptistry had in- 
creasedandsprcadinthecounlry." Hubbard also says, / 
"Aboutthe year 1644, the Anabaptists increased much 
in the JIaasachusetu Colony of New England." 



'Bukui, "HiiL of lb* BaptitU ii 
. 1ST, Dot«. 
•BMkuj, Vol. I, p. 1% 
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The Kttitode of tbtt «itlu>riti« of Muncfanaetts 
Bay with referenoe to the Baptifto within their jari»* 
diction is illuBtntcd by the following AatM : * William 
Witter,* a member of the Baptist dmrah in Kewport, 
B. 1., lived in Lyno, about two milea from the vil- 
lage. In July, 1661, the pastor of the Newport 
Cliurob, Ber. J<^ Clark^ and two of his btethreo, 
Obodiah Holmoa and John Craodall, vintad Mr. 
Witter, an aged blind man who deaind Christian 
coansel and ounsolotion. With what jojr Mr. WUter 
greeted the Newport br^hren as they reached his 
liouee on a Saturday evening can readily be im- 
agined. A religious service was held tbe next 
forenoon at which ihe family, the visitors, "and 
four or five strangers that taune in unexpected," 
were present. While Mr. Qlarkc was opening to 
these the Scriptures, two constables appeared with a 
warrant for the arrest of Mr. Clarke and his Newport 
associates. No resistance was oGTcrcd to the officers, 
but permission to conclude the service was requested. 
This was denied, and those arrested were removed to 

I "Han. Hilt Soo. Ooll.," 4th Miiw, To!. II., p. 27, Mq. 

■ D«xtor, In hi* " At to Soffor Willikmi," p. 120, note 470^ uiya 
it doM not appear to b« by any rneao* Mrtain that Witter wu k 
in«Hb«r uf tli« Newport Church or any othor, ai Baekiu alBrnii 
«D the authority of th« " Nowport Church Papon." But tlieio 
p»poii "were ^tbered by the paiiuUking John Comer, in 
IT26," and " were derived from Samuel Hubbard and Edward 
SmithibothmoinbertofthoNowpurt Church, and oontemporaij 
with the oTontanarratad."—Bov. C. E. Barn)wi,D. D.,in"BatH 
tilt Quarterly Beview," Vol. X., p. BSa 
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"the &le-house or ordinary." !□ the nfternooD, 
against their protest, Mr. Clarke and his compaDtona 
were compelled to attend the public service. From 
tbeUaguage of the sentences of the Court it Las bceii 
■n'eiTed that occasion was found, probably on the 
following day, for the Newport brethren to ailministcr 
ll>e ordinance of baptism and the Lord's Supper. It 
Imeven been BUggeeted that Mr. Witter \vas baptized 
■t this time. But neitiicr Mr. Clarke nor Mr, 
floimes makes any allusion to baptism iu connection 
vjtb this visit, and the mention of baptism in the 
WDtenoa doubtlen grew out of it Buspicion of the 
magigtrates. Mr. Witter was an avowed Baptist at 
least eight years before, and it is altogether im- 
probable that he bad delayed baptism until this 



On Tuesday, July 22, the prisoners were removed to 
Boston. The uext week, on Thursday, July 31, oc- 
curred the trial. Mr. Clarke says : " In the forenoon 
\re were examined ; in theaf^ernoon, without producing 
either accuser, witness. Jury, law of God or man, wc 
were sentenced." Gov. Endicoit during thp examina- 
tion, accused Mr. Clarke and his companions of being 
Anabaptists. Mr. Clarke replied that he was " neither 
an Anabaptist, nor a Pedobaptlst, nor a Catabaptist." 
I»eing bis temper, the governor said " they deserved 
death, and he would not have such tiiish brought into 
bis jurisdiction." He challenged them to a discussion 
' £«v. Dr. UMrj U. Xing'! " Earl/ Baptiiti Dofeiid«d," p. 32. 
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with the miDuten. Mr. GUrka aooeptad tbti chal- 
lenge^ and icqueited the governor to appoint a tima 
for tlto diaeaHioD. One of tho ma^atmtea informed 
Mr. Clarke that the diicuMion would take plaos tba 
following week; but aiier aome dday theanmng^- 
meat fiJled. lie poiata Mr. Clarice propoaad for 
disotMiioii ware four in number. The fiiat had idbr- 
cnce to the ktagehip of Cbrieti "That thia Jaana 
Chriat ia alao the Lord : none to or with him bjr wagr 
nf oouunanding awl ordering, irith reqieat to the 
worship of God, the houaehold ot foitL" The 
second testified that " bapdim, or dippii^ in warn, ia 
. one of the coromandmentB uf this Lord Jcsua Christ, 
and that a visible iKliever nr disciple of Clirist Jesus 
— that is, one that inaiiifesteth rojwntance toward God, 
and faith in Jefius CliriBt — is tbc ouly person that in 
to be baptized, or dipi>cd with that visible baptism." 
The third affirmed that "every such believer in 
Christ Jesus . . . may in point of liberty, yea, 
ought in point of duty, to improve that talent Ills 
Lord hatli given unto him, an^i Id the congregation 
. . . may speak by woy of prophecy for the edifi- 
cation, exhortation, and comfort of the whole." The 
fourth insisted " that no such believer or servant of 
Christ Jeflus liatii liberty, much less authority from 
bis Lord to smite his fellow-servant, nor yet with 
outward force, or arm of flesh to constrain, or re* 
etnun his conscience, no, nor yet his outnurd man 
for consoience* sake, or worship of bis God, wlicre 
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ii>juT7 is Dot o&ered to the person, mime, or estate of 

Cr^ndall was sentenced to pay five pounds, or to be 
well whipped ; Clarke to pay twenty pounds, or to bo 
well \vliip|»ed ; and Holmes, probably because he hud 
beeo excommimicated from ilie cbiircli at Relioboth, 
\raa scnteaccd to pay thirty pounds, or lo bo well 
whipped. The finea of Crandall and Clarke were 
paid by "tender-hearted friends, without their con- 
KDt and contrary to their judgment." There wcro 
those too who desired to pay the fine of Mr. Holmes, 
bat h« "durst not accept of deliverance in Buch a 
way." Inasmuch as the consciences of Clarke and Cran- 
dall impelled them lo a like refusal, it is evident " that 
the authorities were willing to accept the ])ayment of 
thefioes of Crandall and Clarke, tliough made by others 
^ibout their knowledge and consent, and set them 
fr^; but that in the case of Holmes, he being the 
S<^Uegt ofiender, they manifested no such willing- 
"'a.'' He was kept in prison until September, and 
I then brought forth for punishment. Having been 
(tripped of bis clothing, Holmes was delivered to the 
<iecatioDer who was told to "doe hia office." Mr. 
I Holmes tells the story of what followed. " As the 
"Uui b^oD to lay the stroaks upon my back, I said to 
tlK people : ' Though my flesh should tail, and my 
*J>irit should fail, yet God would not fail'; so it 
pleased the Lord to come in and so to fill my heart 
aad tongue u a vessel full, and with an audible vuyce 
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I broke forth praying unto the Lord not to \iy thia sin 
to Uicir charge, and telling the {>eople, that now I found 
lie did not fail luc ; and therdorc, now I should trust 
hini forever who failed me not ; for iu truth, as tho 
Btroaks fell upon me, I had such a spiritual manifesta- 
tion of Grod's presence, as ihe tike thereunto I uever 
heard, nor felt, nor can with fleshly tongue expresse ; 
and the outward pain was bo removed from me, that 
indeed I am not able to declare it to you ; it was so 
easie to me that I could well bear it, yea, and in a 
maimer felt it not, although it was grievous, as the 
gpcclalors said, the man striking with all his strength 
{yea, spitting on his hands tlircc times, as many af- 
firm) with a three-coarded whip, giving me therewiih 
thirty stroaks. When lie had loosed me from tlie 
post, having joyfulness iu ray heart and clieerfiiloess 
in my countciiaoce, as tlie spectators observed, I loKl 
tlie magistrates : ' You liave struck me as witii roses ' ; 
and said, moreover: 'Although tlie Lord bath made 
it casic to me, yet I pray Gi.>d it may not be laid 
to your charge."" 

Writing to Gov. Endicott with reference to the 
treatment which the Newport Baptists received at the 
bands of the Massachusetts Bay authorities, Roger 

' Rot. II. JI. Deiter, D. D., in hli " At to RoRor ■Willinnn," 
p. 121, lioto 478. referring tu the wliippiiiR of Uolmii, wiys ; 
"Arnold thiNli.ho wni 'cruelly whipped' (Hist, of R, I., Vol. 
I., p. 235). But Clnrke [he mciini Uolmca] layi: 'It vm *o 
oaile to n-.e, that I could well bear it, ;«■, nod in a manner foil il 
not'; and that be told ih« niagiilratoa after it wni ovor: 'You 
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Williania made aa enrncEt, manly plea for toleration 
ID matters of conscience and veltgioii. It was a timely 
letter, but failed to accuiiiplish ita object. Tlie fust 
president of Harvard Collie, Henry DiuiBtcr, of 
xfbota Qaincy, in his liistory of Harvard College, 
Biys, " Ko mail evrr questioned liis talents, learning, 
exemplary fidelity, and tisefiilncss," was led to a study 
uf God's word with reference to Baptist principles by 
the trial and punishment of Mr. Clarice and his asso- 
ciates. The result was that he publicly assailed in- 
fant baptism and insisted on bclievei's' baptidni. "All 
insdtatcd goepel worship," he said, " hath somo express 
word of Scripture, but Pedobaptism hath none " ; and 
oo accoDDt of his views concerning baptism Mr. 
I>iiiister was compelled in October, 1654, to resign 
the preadeiM^, after having been "indicted by the 
Grand Jury for disturbing the ordinance of infant 
baptism in the Cambiidge Churcli, sentenced to a pub- 
lie admonition on lecture day, and laid under bonds 
for good behavior." As Cotton Mather says : " Hia 
unhappy entanglcniCDt in the snares of Anabaptism 
filled the overseers with uneasy fears, lest the students 



hmve •truck m«M with ro«M.' " Thi* not* cunveyf tlia iinpr«»- 
•iontbmt HolmW punuhnient wu made liglit If Dr. DexMr 
had pTBD tba quoUtion from Ilolmei in (Vill, however, no luch 
iiii|iif inn would be poitible. For > long time Dr. Dcxler waa 
nnwillioK ta ftilmit the erraneoui chnracter of thi« note ; ho 
jieldad kt leagth, howaver, end •£rc«d to corroct hii itatemenl 
is another wlitian of hi) work. But the work hoi not jet 
wched ■ lecond •ditioa, and prohablj never will. 
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hj his means should come to be ensnared." It is n 
curious fact that PrcsiJcut Dunstei-'e successor was 
Mr, Ciinrles Cliaiincy, the pastor m Scituate, to whom 
reference has already been made. . 

The first BapiUt, church in what is now the State / 
of Massacliusetts was organized in Rchoboch, in 16G3, 
by Eev. John Miles. Mr. Miles was the father of 
the Baptist churches in ^yales, aud had been pastor of 
one of them at Ilston, near Swansea. By the Act of 
Uniformity, in 1GG2, he was ejected from his pastor- 
ate, and with otiicrs he determined to seek a home in 
the New World. In settling at Kehoboth, Jlr. Miles 
and bis brethren wei-G on ground that had already been 
occupied by Baptists. Obadiah Holmes, removed there 
from Salem in 1646, and united with the Congr^- 
tional churcli. But having become a Baptist, be and 
eight otiiers established a separate meeting, for which 
they were excommunicated by the cliurch. lo Oc- 
tober, 1650, they were indicted by the Grand Jury, 
and to escape further pemecution, and doubtless com- 
pelled to leave. Holmes and most of his little com- 
pany removed to Newport. 

For a while Mr. Mtlee and hia brethren at Iteho- 
boib were uumolestcd. He was a favorite in the com- 
munity, aud March 13, 16CC, the people publicly re- 
quested him to lecture on Sunday, and once ia two 
weeks on the week-day. But the state of things at 
Behoboth was not pleasiog to the authorities, and 
July 2, 1667, Mr. Miles and one of his aswciates 
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were brought before the court at Plymouth for » 1 
breach of oriler "in selling up of a public meetin|f I 
without the knowledge and approbutiou of the conn, | 
to the disturbance of the pence of tlio place " ; and J 
they were rach fined five pouiids. As tlicir continu- 
ance at RchoLmih was regarded aa prejudicial to tho I 
peace of the church and the town, they were notified 
that tticy must nettle elsewhere. An arrangement was 
accordingly made by which, in October following, they 
obtained from the court at Plymouth the gnuit of a 
township which they called Swuiisoa, and of which 
tiw pnaeDt towD of Swansea is a part. Mr. Backua 
mys : " Mr. Miles often visited and labored with his 
brethren of Boston in tbe time of their suETerings ; 
and he oontioued the faithful pastor of tiie church ai 
Swanwa, until he fell asleep there, in a good old age, 
Febniary3, J683.'" 

Almost from the beginning of the settlement of 
Massachusetts Bay, Baptists liad been found here and 
there. Selh Sweetser, who came over fram England 
to Charli-stown, in 1638, was ono of those early Bap- 
tists. Others, whose names have not been preserved, 
were £iitbful to their convictions of truth and duty, 
and constituted the unorganised materials of Baptist ■! 
churches. Out of thcec materials tlicro was formed 
in Cbarlestown, M ay 28, 1CC5 , what is now known 
as the First,&ipti8t_CbuidtJn, Boston. On that day 
• BMkiu, " HiM. Ill tlie Bkptiiu ia Hew Englmod," Vol. IL, 
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Thomat Gould, Thomaa Onborne, Edwud Drinker, 
uiid Joba G«orge wera baptuocl, and jmmd with 
Richard Goodalt, William Tonier, Bobert Lambert, 
Mary Goodall, and Mary Newell, " in a ecdemn oove- • 
nant, in tbe name of the Lord Jews Chria^ to walk 
in fcllowehip and oooununioD together, in tbe piaotic* 
of all the holy appointmesta of (%riat^ which he bad, 
or should further make known to them." Qoold and 
Oabome had separated from tbe diurch in Charlea* 
town ; Drinker and Gfloi;ge had lived many years in 
the colony, but bad not ttoited with any ohnidi ; 
Goodall came from >fr. Kiffin's church in Loudon ; 
Turnci' and Lambert, from Mr. Slcad's cliurcli in 
Dartmouth ; all Laving been members in good Btand- 
ing before Icaviug England. 

Pcracciition soon assailed this little comjKUiy of be- v 
licvers. Having been brought before the Court of A»- 
«stancc in September, they exhibited their Confession 
of Faith. The following was the only article to wliieh 
objection was made : " Christ's commission to his dis- 
ciples is to teacb ami baptize, and those who glniUy re- 
ceive the word, and are bajiiizcd, are saints by calling, 
and lit matter for a visible church." It was said that 
this article cxvludotl all from a visible saintshipbut 
baptized persons. Tlic Ctmrt comniaiiilod tlicni to de- 
sist from their " scbismuticul practices," and as tbcy 
refused, the General Court, October 11, summoned 
Gould, Turner, Osborne, Drinker, and George, who 
broufrlit with them the eamc Confession o{ Faith they 
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bad Bubmitted lo the Court of AssistaDce, " If any 
take this to be heresy," they Eaid, " then do we, with 
the apostle, confess that aft«r the way which they call 
heresy, we worship God, tbe Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, believing all things that are written in 
the law and the prophets ajid apostles." This the 
Coart called a "contemning of the authority and 
laws," and it was ordered that those who wave free- 
meo should be disfrauchisetl, and that all of them, 
" upon conviction before any one magistrale or Coilit, 
of their further proceedings herein," should be com- 
miUed to prison until the General Court should take 
further order coucerning them. April 17, 1666, 
they were presented to the County Court at Cam- 
bridge, for absenting themsclven from the uublic wor- 
ship; and when they claimed that they Ad steadily 
attend such worship acoonling to the rule of Christ, 
the unlawfulness of their assembly was insisted upon, 
. and they were each fined four pounds, and requii'ed 
to give bonds in twenty pounds each for their appear- 
aree at the next Court of Assistance. Refusing to 
do this they were committed lo prison. 

August 18, 1666, theCourt of Assistance decided that 
if Gould and Osborne would pay their fines and costs 
they should be released; if not, they should bo 
banished. March 3, 166S, Gould was recomniitto<] 
to prison. As fines and imprisonments accomplislied 
nothing, a public discussion was arranged for April 
1^ «t the meeting house in Boston, The governor 
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and oounoil ai^ointad Htmn. Alloa, Cobbett, 'Big- 
giBSOD, Dao&rtb, SCtdul^ aod Bbepant to (Miatt 
with Gould and hUbratbrai this qiMMaont "Whetbw 
it be JDstifiabl* b^ the word of God for tbeie ptnooa 
and theiT coaxjmaj to dqMUt from the oomiiuuuoa of 
these ohorohei, and toaet op ao avanbl/ ben in tb« 
way of Anabaptiam, and whether Ridi ■ pnetiae ia to 
be allowed bjr the govemmeot of thii Jtuiadiodoa?" 
Mr. Goald was required bjr the oooooil to notiQr hii 
brethren of this diaouaaion. Tlie obnrah in New- 
' port aent thtee of its membws to aid the Boitoa 
brethren. But the discussion was all on one side. 
FoT two days the opponents of the Baptists presented 
their views, but the Baptists were not allowed to re- 
ply, and when the assembly met in Boston in May, 
Gould and his brethren were summoned in order tliat 
the Court might know whether "they had altered 
theirfurmerdeclared resolution."' They replied tliat 
they had not, and it was accordingly ordered tliat 
" Thomas Gould, William Turner, and Jolin Farnum, 
Senior, do before the twentieth of July next, remove 
themselves out of this jurisdiction." As they paid 
no atteniion to the order of the Court all three were 
imprisoned ; and wlien in the autumn a petition was 
sent to the Court for their release, the Court, instead of 
granting it, fined its principal promoters. Marcli 2, 
16C9, Gould and Turner were liberated from prison 
three days " to visit their families, as also to apply 
' " OrUer of Court," Borkiu, Vol. I., p. VO. 
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tbetttselves lo any that arc ablo and orthodox for their 
furttiGf convmccmeiit of their maay irrcj^ularitics ia 
Uiose practices fur which they were ecu ten ceil." ' At 
some time io 1G70, it is supjKised they were again ro- 
lea.4eil. Mr. Gonlii thca mode his home on Noddle's 
I&Uad, in Bostou Harbor, and there (he chui'ch also 
had a home. 

While Mr. Leverctt was governor of tlie colony, , 
tiio Baptists do not seem to have been molested. Mr. 
Gould died October 27, 1G75, having "proved an 
eminent iostnuneDt io the band of tlie Lord for the 
carrying on of the good work of God in its low and 
weak bcginningB." The ministry of Mr. Miles and 
others was greatly blessed to the churcli, which in 
February, 1677, had so much increased in numbers 
that a division was agreed u|Kin. In Jannary, 1678, 
however, it was decided to defer the division of the 
church and to erect a meeting house Mr. Russell 
. was ordained pastor of the church, July 28, 1679. 
With him was associated Isaac Hull, who, Benedict 
says, succeeded Mr. BussgII. Guv. Lcverett had now 
died, and we again hear of fines and court cliurgcs. 
But the members of the church resolutely continued 
their work. Philip Squire and Ellis Callcixler had 
built, in ] 669, a small house " at the foot of an oj>en 
lot mnnii^ down from Salem street to the mill pond." 
It was not called a meeting; house, but when the 
chnrch, Pebnuiry 9, 1670, bought the house and tlie 

■ " Order of Court," Ituclcui, Vol. I., p. 31&. note. 
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Luh] od vbioh it atood, then wn mooli ezoitemont 
coDoeraiag it The Bapti'att had boon oeiuared. for 
meeUi^ in private housee. " Sinae we have for oar 
coDveaieooe obtained a publio hoiue on parpoee for 
tiutt nee," wrote Ur. Bueeell, ** we are 'beoonw more 
ofienaive than before" In Mtf, the Oeoecat Ooart 
enacted a law prohibiting the ereotioa and uae of a 
houee for publio worebipf without the ooDeent of the 
freemen of the town, and lioenaeof tbeCenn^Gbar^ 
or epeoal orderof the GewrU Coar^ ob the penalQr 
of forfeiture of booee and land to the eoontjr. In 
obedience to this ex pott fado law, tiie Baptiste re- 
frained from occupying their meeting Iioiiflc. But 
when King Cbarles, in the in[eri'st of EpiscojxtcT, di- 
rected the oolonial authorities to allow to all Protest- 
ants liberty of conscience, tlic Baptists reopened their 
house. For this they were arraigned by tho Court, 
and Klarcli 8, 1680, the marshal nailed up the doors, 
on one of which Avas posted the following notice : 

All persons are to take notice that, by order of 
the Court, the doors of this house arc shut uii, and 
thai they are inliibited to hold any meetings therein, 
or to open the doors thereof, without licciise from au- 
thority, till the Court take fiiilher order, or they will 
answer the contrary to their peril. 

Edwakd BA.WSON, Secretary. 

On the following Sunday the Baptists held a meet- 
ing for worship in the diurch yard, and during the 
following week they " prepared a shed therein for the 



■4« HIsrOBY OP BAPTIBT3 IN KEW BNGLAKD. 

purpose." On the second Sunday, when they as- 
sembled, they found the doors of tlie house open, and 
occupied it, as the owners of the property, The 
church subeequeotly received an admouition from the 
governor by direction of the Geuentl Court, but there 
ia no reconj of a hiter ejectmunt. 

Mr. Kusscll died Dec. 21, 1680. Mr. Hull con- 
tinned in the pastoral ol&ce until 1689, and perhaps 
longer, but on account of the failure of lus health the 
church, in 16S4, called Mr. John Cmblen, from Eng- 
land, whoae service with the church extended to the 
doee of the century. An attempt was tlieu made to 
secure another minister from Englan<l, hut without 
euooess. Bev. William Screven, of South Carolina, 
was invited to take the pastorate of the church. At 
bis suggestion they called Mr, Ellis Callender, in 
1708, and he served the church until 1 72C, His son, 
Elisha Callender, a graduate of Harvard, was his 
.sucoeasor, having been ordained May 21, 1718. He 
died March SI, 1738. Mr. Jeremy Condy, also a 
graduate of Harvard, was ordained pastor of the 
^aidi Feb. 14, 173d. Backus says : " He had quite 
other sentiments concerning the nature and power of 
the gospel than those of his predecessors; and he 
opposed the powerful work which came on in Boston 
the year after he was ordained."' 

The reference is to the " Great Awakening," or 
''GRatBevival,"iaNeff England, in connection with 
■ " HkL of th* Baptlrti in Ksw BDgluid," VoL IL, p. 419. 




the labon of Wbitofield, GilborL Tcnucnt, and other 
" \raatOD gospdlsn," OS iUcy wero soniciiinoa cilled, 
vho itiiTed Uie religions fcolings of tlie )>coj)le wlmrc- 
ever they appeand. \Vhi[t:fiuld, whoso toii<;iic was a 
ton)|;ae of fir^ U aaid to liavc ]>raidic<l lo twoncv 
thouaand beamn on Busion Cunimun. Of tliL' preacn- 
ing of Tenoent, Bev. ^otnoi Priooc^ at that tuna 
pastor of the Old Soatb Chnrdi, Bomod, aaid t " It 
is both terrible and eearebing. . . Br hia aroi^i^ 
aod q)iritual preaebing, de^ and pungent ocuTifltMna 
were wrot^^t in the mfnds of many handroda of per* 
sons ID that town. . . And notr woa sodi a time aa 
we never knew. The Rev. Jlr. Cooper was wont to 
any tliat niorocanie toliiu in one week in dcepconocra 
than in the wliolo twenty-four years of bis preceding 
ministry, I can say also the same as to the numbers 
who repaired to me." Tiiis was also true of the work 
of Wliiteiicid and hia associates wherever tUcy went. 
The preaching of Jonathan Edwards was also helpful 
in extending tiicse revival influences. Earnestly solic- 
ited by ministers and people, he visited many cliurclie& 
and aided in the work. But Mr. Edwards was espe- 
cially helpful in the movement by his writings, prom- 
inent among which was bis sermon prcaclicd at New 
Haven, Sept 10, 1741, on " The Distinguishing Marks 
of a Work of the Spirit of God," for which, when 
published, Mr. Cooper, of Boston, wrote a preface ; 
also very helpful was bis " Thoughts Concerning the 
Present Bevival of Religion in New England/' in 
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whicli tiie distinciion between true and fulse reIig^oii> 
ma clearly and forcibly stated. 

The dissatisfaction witb reference to Mr. Condy, at, 
the First Baptist Cbui-cb in Boston, Ud to the with- 
drawal of tbose wlio were opjmsed lo him, and the 
organizatioD of the Second Baptist Church, July 27, 
1743' "As most of the old Bupiist miiiis:ers and 
diurches in our country were prejudiced against the 
late revival of religion therein," says Backus,' " these 
people found it difficult to obtain help in tlie ordina- 
tion of their minister," Mr. Epliraira Bound. This 
wasat length secured, however, and he was 6rdaiucd 
al Warwick, R. I. 



' Up to tha time of the Great Awakening tho Baptitt churehoi 
orguiiiadiD MmiuchuHitU. boiidca tho church in Swni»eii(I6&3) 
•nil the Pint Church in Boilon (1GG5), wora the church umons 
the Indiani in Cliilmirk, Mnrlhu'i Vineyard (1003). Rchohoth 
(1732), Suttoa (1T3S), BrimSeld, now Wn1cB(lT3G), Bellingham 
<1T37), kndLeieeiter (1738). ARor tho Great Awakening, Knd 
s* a result of it, the number of lliptiit churchet in the Stuto woi 
largelj increaicd. The fullowing churches woro orguniEctl pro- 
vioua to the Rerolution: Second Bohoboth (1743), Siurbridge 
(1719), Bellingham (17fiO, either the church organlKcd in 1737 
had become aitinct or wm now revired), First Middloboro 
(1756), Second Uiddloboro (17o7}. Harwich {HOT), AihQuld 
<17Ct), Third Uiddleboro (1761), Taunton (1761), Third Baho- 
both (1762), Charlton (17G2|, Uavoriill (1705), Secund Sutton 
(1765), Hardwick (1768). ■Wilhraham (17C8). Atllebofo (17C9), 
Chobire (1760), Wrentham (17G0j, Biyoliton (1770), Oliolmifurd 
(1771), BarntUble (1771), New Salem {1772}, Fourth Itviiobcth 
(1TT2), PilUtteld (1772), Uancock (1772), Freetown (1774), Now 
Bedford (1774). 
■ " Birt. of tba BaptUt* in New Englaod," Vol. II., p. 422. 
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The Ripiist cluirch in Middlcboro was organized 
by Bcv. Isaac Backua. He was converted at Norwich, 
Couii., iu 1741, and in coiiuection with the Whitcficld 
revival. July 11, 1742, lio united with the Cungrc- 
gational diurch in Norwich, but with misgivings, from 
oUcrviug that neither due care was cxcrcisol in re- 
ceiving members, nor proper faithfulness with reference 
to those who were in the cburdi. In 1745, he with- 
drew from the church, and with fiflcen others formed 
a Separate church, whicli wofi composed of Bnptiata 
and Congregatioualiate. lo 1748, ho organised a 
Scpante church in Middlcboro, Mass., of which be 
voi ordained pastor, April 13. Baptist tendencies 
more and more appeared in the membersliip of the 
church ; Backus himself was led to consider the 
qnestioQ of duiy ; and January 16, 1756, a Baptist 
chnrcli was oi^nized, of which Mr. Backus was in- 
stalled pastor, July 23. It was the first Baptist church 
formed in Plymouth county, and the first " in an ex- 
tent of country above a hundred miles long, from 
Bellingliam to the end of Cape Cod, and near fifty 
miles wide, between Boston and Reliohoth." The 
ability, piety, and untiring industry of Mr. Backus 
made liim a valuable addition to the Baptist ranks in 
New England. In labors he was abundanL From 
1766 to 1767 he preached two thousand four hundred 
and twelve sermons, and traveled beyond the limits 
of hia own parish fourteen thousand six hundred and 
niacty-ose miles. 
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The Baptist cliiircli in Haverliill liait as its firsi-1 
pastor Kcv. Hczokiah Smltli. He was graditared at { 
FriDcctuD Cullir^e in the same class with James MaiF> 
niog, the firet [ticeidcDt of Brown Uuivcreity. After J 
laboriug as an evangelist in tlic South, he come iuto-J 
New England in the spring of 1764, and ou account ] 
of his glowing pict}* and earnest, effective preaciiing 
of tb« gospel, he was welcomed to Baptist and Con- 
gregatioual pulpits in many places. Mr. Smith ex- 
pected 10 return to New Jersey in the fall, but at 
JBaverliill, Mass., a large kod cSectuol door was opened 
to bim, aud, as a result of his labors there, a Baptist 
cbarcb was orjiiauized May 9, 17C5, and he became 
pastor of the church. A mcettng-honse was at once 
erected. The first person baptized at Haverliill by 
Mr. Smith was Misa Maiy Bailey, afterward Mrs. 
Asa Chaplin, and the mother of the first president of 
Waterville Coll^^e, now Colby University. The 
charch bad twenty-three members at its organization, 
and at the formation of the Warren Association, two 
Tears later, it reported one hundred and seven mem- 
bers, and was the fourth Baptist church in New Eng- 
land in the number of its members. During the first 
four rears of his ministry in Haverliill, Mr. Smith 
baptized one hundred and thirty-six converts, besides 
fifty-six elsewhere. Ke was a man whose evangelistic 
seal would not let him rest, and he became the spiritual 
£itherof a host in the neighboring towns, and in towns 
beyond the limits of the State. 



CHAPTER IIL 

BAPTISTS OF OTHER KEff ENGLA.N1> STATBa. 

MAIXE. — William Screven au<l Humphrey 
Churcbwood were baptized and united with 
the Baptist church id Boston, June 21, IGSl. They 
were residents of Kittery, in the Province of Maine, 
and havin<; adopted Baptist views had made their way 
to Boston to unite with brethren of the same faith and 
order. Mr. Screven undoubtedly came to Kittery 
from Enjjland, but at wliat time is unknown. After 
his settlement at Kittery, he is first mentioned in a land 
oanveyanoe dated November 15, 1673, He married 
Bridget Cutts, a daughter of Robert Cutts, one of tho 
three brothers so prominent among the early settlers 
at the mouth of the Piscataqua. In what way Mr. 
Screven was led to adopt Baptist views is not known. 
A letter which Humphrey Churehwood addressed to 
his Baptist brethren in Boston, J^aniiary 3, 16S2, re- 
veals the fact that others in Kittery besides Mr. 
Screven and himself had become Baptists. Tlicy 
■were " a competent number," he says, " of well-estab- 
lished people, whose hearts the Lord had opened," 
who professed " their hearty desire to the following 
of Christ and to partake of all his holy ordinaocea 
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according to bia blessed institutions and diviue a]<- 
polntment."* It was their wish, accordingly, that a 
gospel eburcii ehouM bo orj^anizcd in Kittcry, and' 
tJiej made the request that Mr. Screven. " wlio la, 
through free grace, gifted and endued widi the spirit 
of prophecy to preach the gospel," should be ordained 
to the work of the Christian ministry and intrusted 
with the iiaetoral oversight of the church. 

Mr. Screven, after his nrrival in Boston, ronde 
"irial of his gifts" before the churcit, and received 
the apprubiiion of its members as "a man whom 
God hath qualified and furnished with the gifts of his 
Holy Spirit and grace, enabling him to open and 
apply the word of God." The church did not pro- 
ceed to ordination, but Mr. Screven was appointed, 
approved, and encouraged " to exercise his gift in the 
place where he lives, or elsewliere, as the Providence 
of God may cast him." His license closed with these 
vords: "and so the liord help him to eye hia glory 
Id all things, and to walk humbly in the fear of hia 

Meanwhile the members of the little company of 
Baptists in Kittery were subjected to many annoy- 
UMeA. Before Mr. Screven's return the brethren were 
threatened with fines and other penalties if tliey at- 
tended the Baptist meeting any longer, and Churdi- 
irood was summoned before the magistrate, with 

■Backiu, "Sitortho llaptiiti io Now StigUnd," VoL I., 
p.«>l.iwt«. 
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whom he had a lung discussion coDceming infant 
baptism.' 

On his roHirn to Kittery, Jlr. Screven entered upon 
his work. The opposiiion, which during his absouue 
had been manifested toward liie associates, was now 
transferred to Itiui. Fi'om an entry in tlic c-arly 
records of the province, wilhoui date, it apjtoars that 
in a short lime he was summoned befoic the provin- 
cial authorities to answer to Gomc "rumors and 
reports from a common fame of some pi-esumpiuous, 
if not hlasphemoua speeches, about tlie holy ordinance J 
of ba[itiBm." Al the examination that followed, Mr. 
Screven said he r^arded infant baptism as " oo ordi- 
nance of God, but an invention of men." As a rciiult 
of tlie examination, he was required to give a bond 
of one hundred pounds to appear at the next Court 
of Fleas or go to jail. He cliose the latter alterna- 
tive, but how long he remained in jail is not known. 
He was brouglit before the Court at York, April 12, 
1682, where he was fined ten pounds, and forbidden 
to "keep any private exercise at his own bouse, or 
elsewhere upon ye Lord's Day, either in Kittery or 
any other place within ye limiis of this province." 
He was also directed to observe the public worship 
of God at the [tarisli cbui-ch, or suffer the pcoalties 
which the law imposed. 

Mr. Screven seems to have paid no heed to this 

> Uanuwript letter, by Cburcbwood, "To tho Church of Chrut 
tt Boatnii," And lii tho juMiicHiiin of the nulhor nf ihU volumo. 
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order, and June 28, 1GS2, his case was broiiglit befura 
s Geneiiil ^Laaembl}' of the province held at York, ac 
-wLidi be was convicted of coniempt of His Majesty's 
autbority in refusing to submit to the direction of the 
Court prohibiting him from hoMing public meetings. 
He was offered hia liberty, however, and tfie privilege 
of reluming to hia family, if " he would forbear smh 
kiod of disorderly and turbulent practices, and amend 
fur tlie future." But, on his refusal to withdraw 
from ilie work to which he believed he had been <ii- 
yitMy called, it was ordered that he should stand 
committed until the judgment of the court should be 
"fulfilled." It ia probable, however, that the sen* 
tenoe of the oourt was not carried into execution, ibr 
the record closes with lliese words: "Afler whicli 
nid Screven, coming into court, did, in the presence 
of the said Court and president, promise and engage 
to depart out of this province within a very short 
time." ' 

Evidently Mr. Screven and his associates had now 
come lo the conclusion that if at Kittery they conKl 
oot have freedom to worship God acconling to the 
dictates of their consciences, they must seek that free- 
dom elsewhere. As yet, however, tliey had no cluirch 
oi^nization, and, donbiless, it was deemed desirable 
that such an oi^anization should be eSccted bcfoix; 
their departure; and while they could have the assist- 
ance of their Boston brethren. Accordingly, Seplem- 
» "B«rl)f KcconU of III* Fruvinco of Mninn," Vol. IV., i>, 23. 
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bcr 13, 1682, Mr. Screven sent a letter to the Baptist 
church in Boston, rcqiicsdug the church to send its 
pastor and delegates to aid iu tho organieatiou ot' a 
church and iu ordaiiiinj; iis pastor. 

To this request the cliurch acceded, and the p-o^tor 
of the church, Rev. Isaac Hull, and two of liis 
brethren, Thomas Skinner and Philip SciuiiX', mado 
iheir ivay to Kittery. Tho church waa organiacd, and 
Ml'. Screven ordained September 25, 1G8.. Tlio 
Confession of Faitii aduptcd was that " put toith by 
the elders and hrcthlvm of the ciiuixihcs iu London 
and the county in England dated in ye year 16S2," 
The record of the council closes with these words : 

" And they having given themselves up to the 
Lord aud to one another in a solemn covenant to 
walk OS said covenant may express, and also liavin}; 
chosen their ofHoers whom they, with ns, have aji- 
pointed and oi'daincd, we do, tbArcfore, iu the name 
of the Lord Jesus and by the appointment of this 
church, deliver them to be a dnirch of Christ in tho 
faith and order of the gospel." A copy of the covo- 
naut signed by ten brethren, and acknowledged by 
seven sisters also, was appended to tliia record. 

It has been supposed that Mr. Screven and his 
associates, in part at least, left Kittery not long afler 
the organization of the chui-ch. Time, however, 
would be requii'cd tor the consideration of a desirable 
location, as well as for the diB|>osnl of property, and 
for providing mcauA of trapiii|>nrtation when the mat- 
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ter oi* locatioD had been settled. It is certain from the 
court records thut Mv. Sci-evco and hia " Baptist com- 
pany" were at Kittery as lute as October 9, 1683, fop 
under that date, in the record of a Conn held at Wells^ 
occurs an entry from which it appears that Mr. 
Screven was brought before the Court for " not depart- 
ing this province, according to a former confi'^ion uf 
Court and his own choice." The Court accordingly 
reaffirmed the sentence of June 28, 1G82, as " iu full 
force against the said William Screven during the 
CoQif a pleasare." 

This order seems not to have hastened the de- 
parture of Screven and his associates. At the Court 
held at Wells, May 27, 1684, this action was taken : 
"An order to he sent for William Screven to appear 
before ye General Assembly in June nest." ' As no 
further citation for Mr. Screven appears in the court 
records, it is proluble that he and his little company 
had DOW made all their preparations for removal, and, 
before the time of the meeting of the General Assem- 
bly arrived, bad left their homes on the Piscataqua 
for * new settlement, where they could enjoy undis* 
turbed freedom to worship God in oecoi'dancc wich 
their religious convictions.* 

* '■ Euly Becord* of the Provinto of Maine," Vol. IV., p. 173. 

■Allit of thou who accompanied Mr. Scroven hui not bcun 
prcMrrcd, and the earlj rccordi of the church in CharlcBtcni 
wero dntroycd hy an inundBtJon hi 1TC2. iln. tjcrovcii'n 
nothar, after the death of Robert CutM in 1G74, married Caiitniii 
Francia Champrmowne. In a letwr writlfln at Kitlcry, t>i-\y 
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The place selected for the setilcmeDt was on tLo 
Cooper Iliver, oot tar from tlie prcseot site o£ Charles- 
ton, South Carolina. Mr. ScrBven called the name of 
this scttlcnu-nt Somerton, the name probaljly of bis 
old home iu England. j\nioiig the signers of a Con- 
fession of Faith adopted in 1650 by Baptist ohurchca 
ill the cotnity of Somerset and adjacent counties, avus 
a. William Screven, of Somenon. It has been in- 
ferred that this William Scrcvenwas the one who ui-- 
gaiiizcd the church at Kittcry and esiabiished the 
colony at Somerton. But tiie William Screven who 
organized tlie church at Xittcry, and established tliu 
colony at Somerton, did not become a Baptist church- 
member until June 21, 1681. It is possible that the 
William Screven who signed tlie Confession of 1656, 
was the fiithcrof William Screven of Kitteiy ; and 

tcmbcr T, 1GS2, to Tlinmu SkianFT, of the BaptUt church in Bo*- 
tOD, Mr. Scrcvon inyi: "BctiiloB, my mother-in-Uw hath Jo- 
■irad tu Tolluv Cliritt in tliat ordinnnco." Whclher hit mother* 
in-kw wu b;iptizod at Kitlcry at ths time of the orgsniMtioii uf 
tlio church, U not known. Captain Champorno woe died in IGiJT, 
IcftTingono-Iialf of Champornowneliland to hit widow and ono- 
half to her dun gh tor, who had married Humphrey Elliot. Ho 
aliu ramembcrod in hii will tho other children of hi* wife by 
her Sr*t husband, including Mn. Scrovcn; while Champor- 
nowno Elliot, >on of Humphrvy Elliot, h« mad« hU heir. Mr*. 
OhainpcrnonrnB and Humphrey Elliot *ub«cquontly removed tu 
Houtlt Carulina, wh«r« tbcy continued to reiido and where they 
died. After the death of llumpliroy Elliott, which occurred be- 
fore 1700, hi* widow married Robert Withorick, b1*o of Suulh 
Carolina. Itobort, aun orUumphruy Slliutt, married Fobniary 
ft, 1720, Eliialrctl) tjcroren, a daughter of S«v. Williaw Swevon. 
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tlie fact that the latter gave the name of Somertoo to 
his settlement ou tlic Cooper River, affords at least a 
a plausible groimd for the iafmencc. 

It has beea Bupposcd that the Baptist church in 
Kitterr was transferred from Maine to South Caro- 
lina. If this was not the fact, another church was 
organized by Mr. Screven, and was the first of all 
the Baptist churches in the Soutli. Charleston had 
bc^n to attract colonists alwut ten years before Mr. 
Screven and his company established themselves at 
Somertoo. Its facilities lor commerce did not escaiw 
the notice of these colonists from Maine, and before 
the year 1693, the larger portion of the niemberif of 
the churcli had removed from Somerton to " Charles- 
town." It became necessary, therefore, that the 
meetings of the church should be transferred thither 
also, and in 1699 or 1700, a house of worship was 
erected on the lot of land on which the First Baptist 
Church in Cliarleston now stands. Mr. Screven, at 
this time, was more than seventy years of age, and he 
migned his pastoral office, although he did not 
wholly withdraw from ministerial service. Indeed, 
in 1706, as has already been stated, he was invited to 
take the pastoral oversight of the Baptist cburcli in 
Boston. This call he was obliged to decline. He 
died at Georgetown, S. C, Oct. 10, 1713, at the com- 
pletion of his eighty-fourth year. 

After the departure of Kev, William Screven and 
his Baptist oompony from Kittery, no attempt was 
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mailc to organize nuoliier Bapti§t clmrch in tlio Pro- 
viiioo of Maiaa for more ihau foui--Bcoro years. Rov. 
Hczokiali Smith, in 1705, in oomicotion ^viili wbow 
labors the FJret Biintist Clmrcli in JlavevliiU, Mass., 
WHS organized, was the liist Baptist minister to take 
lip the wurk from wliitrli Mr. Screven liaJ witli- 
ilrawn. Having pieaclit'd in BrcntwtKxl and New- 
market, June 22, 17G7, lie entered in liJs diary on tlio 
following dar, this record : " In the forenoon, at tlio 
Rev. Mr. Uilteliinson's, at Lcc, from Ilosea 4 : 17; 
and in tiio aflcruoou at Mr. Hyde's, at Maillmry, 
from John 9:7; in llic eveniiii,' at Dr. Ivord's, at 
Berwick, from Col. 1 : 9." ' On ilic following day, he 
prcaelicd at Deacon Kimball's, in Kcnncbnnk, and 
continuing his journey, he |>reaclied at Freetown and 
Goriiam. At Gorhani, on Sunday, be baptized tbrec 
candidates. Tlicn lie proceeded to Falmouth, whci-e 
he gave an exhortation at Mr. Bnrnliam'e. Return- 
ing to Gorli:mi, lie prcaclic<l and baptized two candi- 
dates, "after Mr. Clark bad preached from Gi-n. 
17 : 7, and sprinklcil twenty odd children." On the 
following day, July 1, he baptizrd three candidates in 
the Saco River, at the Block House. Continuing bis 
homeward journey, be preached and baptizcil in San- 
ford, preached also in Berwick, and on his report to 
his eliurch in Haverhill, the jwrsons whom he had 
baptized were received to membcrsiiip in that church. 
In Mr. Smith's diary, there is no record of a visit 
> Guild, " ChapUin Smith," p. 117. 
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to the District of Maine, in 1 763 ; biu we know that 
be made such a visil^ aocompanied by several of tlic 
mcmbei's of lus cliurcii, iocliLding two of its dcacoua. 
June 20, 17G8, lie organized a Baptist clinrcli in Gor- 
bam. A few days laier, heoi^nizediiBaptistcIiiirch 
of seventeen members in Berwick. Mr Smitii and liis 
associates returned to Haverliill, and reported to the 
chnrd) the results of their visit, and the church voted 
to approve of their proceedings in constituting the 
two churches. 

In the Gorhnm Church, difficntties at leo^rth arose 
tb«t filially led to its dissolution. But a church was 
organised at Sanfurd, September 16, 1772, of whicli 
Kev. Pelatiah Tingley became pastor. About the 
middle of July, 1773, a request was received from a 
numl>er of Bapiists in Lebanon, for the appointment 
of* committee of tlie Saaford Church to consult with 
them as to the propriety of their uniting with tliat 
cfaurdi, or of organizing a Baptist churcli in Lebanon. 
Such a committee was appointed, and in accordance 
with their advice, the Lebanon brethren united with 
the San ford Church. At a meeting of the Sanfonl 
Church, July 2, 1774, Tozier Lord, a member of the 
" branch church at Lebanon," stated that it was tlic 
desire of the brethren there, " to embody in a church 
by themselves," and it was voted to grant their de- 
sire. But if a Baptist church was organized in 
Leboooa at that time, the record has not been pro- 
■erved. 
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CoKNECriCDT, — In 1C35 and 1636, a company of 
English Piiritana from. Massaclni setts, became ilie 
foundei-s o{ Conneciicnt. As ui Massachnsetia. so 
lieie, tiiera were indiviilualo very early in the history 
of the colony, who held Baptist views concerning 
both ibc act and siibjocta of baptism. According to 
the recoi-ds of tlie Sew Haven Church, tlic wife of 
Gov. TheopUilns Eaton rejected infant baptism. Rov. 
John Davenpoit'd efforts to lead her to accept his own 
views were fruitless, and ehc " continued as before." 
There were others, also, who were quiet in their dt^- 
sent, and so wci-e unmolested by the civil authorities. 
T!ie dcvelopniont of Baptist principles in the Stnto 
was due to the influence of Jlhodc Island Baptists. 
The first instances in Connecticut of immersion on a 
personal profession of faith are said to have occurred 
in the vicinity of New London, in 1674, Baptist 
ministers fruui Kliodc Island administered the onli- 
nancc, and the candidates were received to church fel- 
lowship in that State. 

The Rrst Baptist church in Connecticut was oi^n- 
ized in Groton, in 1705. In the previous year, a few 
scattered Baptists in the southeastern part of tlic State 
had petitioned the General Couit for permission to 
hold meetings and form a churcli. No notice, it seems 
was taken of this petition, and its signers a few 
months taier invited Bev. ^Valentine Wightman, of 
Rhode Island, to organize the church and serve as 
its juistor, Mr. Wightman was a nun of deep pioty. 
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possessed mental abilities of a high order, and uiKli?r 
bis leadership this litlle band of llaptisU iacreased in 
numbers and influence. In common with tlielr 
bruthrcii cliMwIiurc, the lliipiiats in Grutoii woi'g huU- 
ject«d to many annoj'ances from the Standing Order, 
but tlicsc were light compared with those expcricnctsl 
in other parw of the State. A company of Baptists 
nnd their minister were thrown into the New London 
coHDty jail for holding a religions meeting "contrary 
to hiw on the Sabbath Day." Others were confined in 
Hartford prison. In some cases venerable miDistcrs 
wm fl<^ged at the town post, or at the tail of an oz 
cart, la various ways Baptists were i^Dominiously 
treated because of their religious views. 

A second B-iptist church in Connecticut was organ- 
ized is 1710, in Waterford, then a part of New Lon- 
don. In this church, and also in the church in Gro- 
toD, singing in connection with public worship was in- 
troduced before 1730, and to promote it Mr. Wight- 
man published a small pamphlet. In Wallingfiird, a 
Dumber of people became Baptists in 1731, and 
united with the Baptist church in New London ; but 
in 1735, they organized within the limits of their own 
township, a church of which, in 1739, Mr. John 
Merriam was ordained pastor. A fourth Baptist 
church in Connecticut was organized in Southington, 
in 1738, but was known as the Farmington Church 
until about the year 1800. Rev. John Merriam, who 
tudbeenorduned as pastor of the Wallingford Church, 
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became pastor of this voiiogcr churcb !□ South ington. 
Sd far as ia knows these were the only Baptist 
churches organtzt-d in Connecticut prior to 1740.' 

The Great Awukeiiitig, !ii Connecticut as clscwhcit!, 
aided the Baptist movement. Those who were con- 
vert<.d in the ponerfnl revivals tliat occnn-ed at dif- 
ferent points at iliat time, found that the chnrclics of 
the Standing Order had little 6j-inpathy with evangel- 
istic work. The Genciid Association of Connectient, 
ill 1745, put on record Uie declaration that "if Mr. 
AVhiteficld should make his progiv^ tlii'ougli this 
government, it would by no niL'iuis be advisable for 
any of our ministers to admit him into their pulpits, 
or for any of our people to attend upon his preaching 
and administratioaa." Many in the Congregational 
churches, therefore, who sought union with those who 
manifested a warm, earnest, evangelical spirit, found 
their way into Baptist churches, and in a few instances 
New Light, or Separate churclies, became Baptist 
churches. A parisli minister in Stonington, said ia 
1767 : "Not less than two-thirds of the congregation 
formerly under my care, have withdrawn from my 
ministry and formed themselves into Baptist and Sep- 
arate churches." Tlie Baptist membcrehip iu the 

■ Tlio Uiiptiot cliurch iit Eait Lyino i* ukid to liavo Ihmd orRnn- 
ii«d in ITOd. " Thii may bo the daCu of a pnriih church of tho 
Standing Order," wyi Prof. B. 0. True; "but it i«ccrt*iD tbM 
then wu no Bnplitt church in tha town of Iiyma until many 
yean later." —Add rou at Ocntonnial Annivcnary of tho Fint 
Baptut Church, Moriden, Conn., OcL T, 1686, p. M. 




HSIOItr OF BAPTISTS IN HEW SlfQIjASD. 



colony, accordingly, was considerably increased by ihe 
Great Awakening, and the Baptist chiircties had a 
growing influence: in the relijjioiia development of the 
people "Tlio Baptist fatlicrs zealously atcaciied tlia 
idea of a wordiy and so avowedly unconverted 
clnirch-membersliip. Tbey were jealous of any ap- 
proach to ofBcial dictation on the part of ministera. 
In ihcir rebound against ministerial rates, and pos- 
sibly inspired by the characteristic economy of those 
ffirlier days, many laymen were piejiidiccd against 
fixeJ sdlAriea and what they tei-med a ' hireiiiig minis- 
try,' ftod it should be frankly admitted that with some 
tberewosa prejudice against an educated miuistry, 
and witli too many there was a tendency to undervalue 
cducitionat advantages, as calculated to develop an 
unholy ambition, and reliance on human rather than 
divine agencies. For this attitude there were manifest 
' historic reasons. And had the choice been necessary, 
as at one time seemed possible, between the plain, un- 
learned men who labored with their own hands as 
^rmers or mccliauics, and insisted upon their ab:iO- 
lute dependence upon the Holy Spirit in all their reli- 
gions ministrations, and the teclinically trained minis- 
ten, many of whom placed little stress upon personal 
experience of Christian truth, who would hesitate to 
eay that the men called of God to preach in his mime, 
though without the stamp of the schools, and without 
the ordination or fellowship of the churches estab- 
lished by law, would have proved better ministers of 
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Jesus Clirist than tlioiie who, with full ocatlcmio 
honors and scliolasiic training, entered ii[h>u the 
ministry as a learned and honorable proiessiou, bat', 
Avei-o without any absorbing j>u£iiioi), uvcrniostcriug 
love, or abiding desire to serve and save their fellow- 
men ? " ' Such wei-e the early Baptist preachers of 
Connecticut, :ind tlieir influence can be distiuctl; 
traced in tiie history of the diurches oi^anized Ix'fure 
the BevolutioQ. 

New Hampshiue. — Rev. Hanserd Koollys cama 
from England to Bostun in 1638, and soon settled Kt^ 
Pisc-ataqiia, afterwai'd Dover, N. H., whero he or^ 
ized a church. It has been held thatat this time Mr. 
Knollys was a Baptist, and that in a siibscqucat divi- 
sion of the clturch, Mr. Knollys' secrion " held Baptist 
BcntimcDts." Mr. Knollys' residence in Dover termi- 
nated in September, 1641, and as during this time be de- 
clared his opposition to infant baptism, Baptist prin- 
ciples were doubtless working in his miod; but he did 
not avow himself a Baptist until some time after his re- 
turn to England. Cotton Mather's statement in his 
"Ecclesiastical History of New England," including 
Knollys among the " some godly Anabtaptists " who 
emigrated to New England in that early period of its 
history, was doubtless due to Mr. Knollys' subsequent 
position as a Baptist. He was ordained pastor of a 

> Frof. li. O. Tnio, ^ddrcu at CentaDTiiftl Annivonary of th« 
Pint Bnftlat Cliurch, Meridon, Conn., Oct. T, ISM, |>. ai. 
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Baptist churcli in London id 1645, and held a pronii- 
neDt position in the deaomiDatioD until his dcatli, 
September 19, 1G91. 

Tlie first Baptist church in New Hampshire was or- 
ganized at Kewton, in 1750. Difficulties afterwaitl 
ariMiC, and the church, in 17C5, mos disbanded, and 
tunny of the members united with the Baptist church 
io Havcrhili, Mass. 

Mr. Smith, ivhen at Haverhill, in 1764, ci-osscd 
over into New Hampshire, and preaclicdat New Salcm, 
Plaiitow, and Newton. In May, 17&T, hfs preached 
in Hampstcod, Chester, Hopkinton, Dunbarton, and 
Deerfield, and in the following month at Fortsmoitth, 
Brentwood, Newmarket, Lee, and Mad bury. At Brent- 
wood,Augr8t6,)ieprcachcdand baptized. AtDecriiold, 
June 14, 1770, he baptized the Congr^rational minis- 
ter, Kev. Eliphalet Smith, his wife, and twelve others, 
whom on the same day he " embodied into a Baptist 
<diurdi." At Epping, June 16, he baptized Dr. Samuel 
Slicpard, a phrsiciau, and six others. He went to 
Newmarket, June 18, where he preached in Mr. En-cr's 
meeting bouse, and had a conference with some of the 
members who desired to be baptized ; but the church, 
as a church, would not give him " leave to baptize 
their members." At Stnitham, June 20, he examined 
a number for baptism, and after aaermonhe adminis- 
tered the ordinance to fourteen pei'sons. On the ful- 
lowiog day he returned to Haverhill, having ItaptizMl 
ihirty-eiglit candidates in the seven days, and prcacliod 
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scvca Benoons. He preached at Stratliam, July 18, 
of the same year, and tliere baptized. After the ba[>- 
tiem lie liad a debate on baptism with Rev. Joseph 
Adams, pastor of the Congregational cliui-ch in Strat- 
liam, aud at the close of the debate he or^nlzed a Bap- 
tist church of fourteen members. Mr. Smitli preached 
agaJD at Stratham, Scptcml>cr 29, 1770, and the coa- 
grt^ation was so large that he nas oblir;ed to hold the 
service in the open air. He viEJtwl E-vcter, October 
9, aud after preaching baptized another Congregational 
minister, Rev. Joseph Sanborn, of Epping, und five 
others. It was estimated that tliercwci-o two thousand 
people at the water side, as it was the first time the or- 
dinance had been administered at that place. Dr. She)>- 
ard was ordained at Stratham, September 25, 1771. 
The ordination sermon was preached by Mr. Stillmaii, 
of Boston, the cliarge was by Mr. Smi[h, of Haverhill, 
and the hand of fellowship by President Manning, of 
Providence. A Baptist church was organized at 
Brentwood, May 7, 1772, which, with the churches in 
Stratham and Xuttingliaiu, was placed under thcjuw- 
toral charge of Dr. Shcpard. To him very largely 
was due under God the spread of Baptist principles 
in New Hampsliii-c. loNorthwood, which was largely 
settled by Baptists from Stratham and Epping, a 
church ivos organized July 27, 1773. The first \iaa- 
tor of the church was Edmund Pillsbury, of South 
Hampioii, a member of tb« Baptist church in Havei> 
hill, Mass. 
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Vermont, — The firet Baptist cliuroii in Vermont 
was oi^anizpd in 17G8, at Shaftsbiiry. Ita fouudcn 
bad been Scparalista, or New Liglita, wiio had removed 
firom Massachusetts, nod settled at licnuiugton, spven 
ytan before. HaviugudopiedBaptlstpriiiciples, they 
dcNred to enicr into church relations, and tJiis they 
ooulddo elsewhere under more favorablecircumstaDccd. 
AcoordiDgly the%' made for tli cmselves homes in Shafts* 
bniT, and laid the foundations of a Baptist church, 
which was called the West Church for many years, 
and extended its influence into adjacent towns. Little 
dee is koowo, however, concerning its earlier history. 
The only other Baptist churches in the State pre viouB 
to 1780, were the church in Guilford, organized in 
1770, ft second church in the same town, organized in 
1772, and the church in Pownal, organized in 1773. 
A foothold for the denomination had thus been se- 
cured, and if the war of the Kevolution had not fol- 
' lowed, the development of Baptist churches in the new 
and growing communities of the Green Mountain 
rpgion would have been as rapid, doubtless, as in other 
portions of New England. 



CHAPTER IV. 

BBOWN DSIVBRfilTY, — EDUCATIONAL WOHK. 

THE iiitlucnce of Ilic Great Awakening in the de- 
velopment of Baptist chitrcbca in New England 
has already hoen brit;fl}' uotiocd. Tlic Cougrt^lional 
chiirubes were divided by the new movement. Fur 
two generations tlicy hod not known a revival season. 
The type of piety in tliese cluii-chi?a liail become formal 
and nnemotional. But though this general spiritual 
letbai^y now came to an end, the great body of the 
Congregational churches opposed a revival movement, 
and only a minority of their ministers were in symjKi- 
thy with revivals. Those who adopted the methods 
of the revivalists were called New Lights, and the 
few Congregational cburclies that welcomed tlkcsc 
methods were known as New Light churches. But the 
Baptists throngliuiit New England were in hearty ac- 
cord with revival cflopts. They rejoiced in the laboi-« 
of Whitefield, Edwards, the Tenneiits, and other 
evangelists. Many, tli ere fore, in Congregational 
churclica, fspocially in the New Light churched, find- 
ing in the Baptists tliose who were actively engaged 
in promoting revivals, and who insisted " oa a con- 
■cious experience of a change in a man's rebuioos to 
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God, as the only proof that a man was truly a Cbris- 
tian,'*' left the cliurches in which they had been reared, 
■nd UDitni with Baptist churches. 

But a difScuUy was experienced in scciiring suit- 
able pastors for these growing Baptist churi^hcs. 
While there were many who were willing to accept 
piety and some ability in exhortation as a sufGcienl 
qualification for the Christian ministry, thero were 
those who knew the \'ali)e of literary and theological 
training in a preparation for the most cfToctivc minis- 
terial servioe. Bnt the only oolites in New England, 
Harvard and Yale, were opposed to the new movo 
menl, and therefore those who were in sympathy with 
it could ooly with difficulty overcome their extreme 
reluctance to send miniaterial students to institutions 
of Icamini; that were hostile to views which they sa- 
credly held, and which they desired to see extended. 
To Budi men an institution founded on their own prin- 
ciples seemed indispensable. 

Id 1756, Rev. Isaac Eaton had opened at Hope- 
well, K. J., an academy for the education of Baptist 
TODDg men for the work of the Christian ministry. 
This was the first Baptist institution of its kind in 
America, and to it many bright young men made 
their way and entered upon a course of liberal studies, 
by which they were fitted for positions of usefulness 
and honor. Heeekiah Smith, of Haverhill, Mass., 
whose unwearied labors in organizing a Baptist church 
tban^ and io organizing Baptist churches in Kew 
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Hamjishirc ami tlic District of Maine, bnve biicfly 
bceu iioiiced, pursued preparatory studies at tliisac-atl- 
einy. Indewl, ita value to tlie denomiiialiou was such 
tliat proDiiuciit bretlircn iii tiie Philotlclpltin Baptist 
Aesociation were eoou led lo consider tlio imiiorianco 
of establishing at some suitable plaoe, North orSouili, 
a college or nuiversity, " whicb shoiilil l>e priiicijKiUy 
under the direcdoii and government of tlic Baptists." 
" At firet, sonic of the Soiilheru colonics seemed lo 
bid fuii-est to answer tlieir purpose," wrote Mor};an 
Edwards, "there not being so many colleges in ihoso 
colonies as in the northerly ; but the Nortlicrn colo- 
nies, liaving been visited by some of the Association, 
wbo inform e<l them of the great increase of the Bai>- 
tist societies of late in those pai-ts, and that the Rhode 
Island government had no public school or collt^ iu 
it, and was originally settled by persons of the Bap- 
tist persuasion, and the greater ]>art of the govern* 
nicnt remained bo still, there was no longer any doubt 
but that was the m()st suitable place to cariy the de- 
sign into execution." 

The Association met in Philadelphia, October 12, 
17C2, andat this meeting it was decided that it was 
practicable and exi>edient lo found a college in Rhode 
Island, which sliould be under the chief direction of the 
Baptists, and "in which eilucation might be promoted, 
and superior learning obtained, free from any sectarian 
test" Rev. Morgan Edwards was the moderator of 
this Assodation, and the details of the plan w«re left 
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to him, as the ongiual mover in tlic matter, and to 
Rev. Samuel Jones. At their request, Rev. Jamss 
Klaaning, a recent graduate of Priucetuu College, aud 
Rev. John SuttoD, of Eiizaiwthtowu, N. J,, IwtU of 
whom had been students at Mr. Eaton's acadcmv, pro- 
ceeded to Rhode Island, Mr, Mauiiiug was at lliis 
time iwentj'-five years of age, of a fine, commandiDg 
a|ij>eamiice, ^ilti pleasant manners and a polished ad- 
dress, Couceruiiig hia reception in lliiode Island, 
and the success of his minion we have an account in 
liis own words. He arrived at Newport, witii Jiis 
oompaoion, in the month of Jnly, 1763, and at oncci 
laid before Col. Gardner, the deputy governor, and 
several other Baptists, the plan of establishing in 
Rliode Island " a seminary of polite literature, subject 
to the govcrnroeut of the Baptists." The deputy 
governor thereupon called together at hia houflc about 
fifteen gentlemen, all Baptists, who requested Itlr, 
Manning to present his plan in writing. On the ful- 
lowing day a rough drafl woa produced and read, and 
Hun. Josias Lyndon and Col, Job Bennett were ap- 
pointed 10 prepari! a charter which should be laid 
before the next General Assembly for its action. 
"Bat the said gentlemen, pleading unski II fulness 
touching an affair of this kind, requested that their 
tnis^ friend, Rev. Eisi-a, now Dr. Stiles, might he 
solicited to assist them." This request was gratite<l, 
ami the drafting of the charter was left entirely to Dr, 
Stilea, a prominent Congregational minister iu New- 
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port The cliartei' ^vos drawn, and u time and place 
wore a()]>oiutod for its consideration by tiie friends of 
tlie college. The corporation was made to consist of 
two brandies, Fellows ami Trustees. Tlio iruslecs. 
were presumed tobctlic princl[>al branch of authority, 
and as nineteen out of iliirly-fivo were to be Baptists, 
the Baptists, wiliiout fnrtlier examination, seem to 
have coiisidci'cd their rights amply secured. In fact, 
r>r. Stiles was told, wiicn the preparation of the 
charter was placed in his bands, that tbc Baptists 
" were to have the lead in the institution and tbc gov- 
ernment thereof forever." But when the chai'tcr was 
read in the Assembly, and a vote was called for, 
Daniel Jenckes, Esq., of Providence, asked for timq in 
which to ascertain " whether it was agroeable to the 
design of the first movers for it." The examination, 
which was granted with some opposition, revealed the 
fact that the charter had been " so artfully eonstructod 
OS to throw the power into the Fellows' hands, 
whereof eight out of twelve were Presbyterians, usu- 
ally called Congregalionalists,'" Governor Lyndon 
immediately had an interview with Dr. Stiles, and 
asked why he had perverted the charter. The answer 
was : " I gave you timely warning to take care of 
yourselves, for that we iiad done fro with regard to our 
society"; and he finally remarked, "that he was not 
the rogue." Mr. William Ellcry assisted Dr. Stiles 

' Proidsnt MaaniDK, in Guild'i "IlUtory of Brown UniveP- 
•it7," p. 1S& 
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in the preparattoD of the charter, aud it is easy to 
infer who the "rogue" was, if it wm not the 
fonucr. 

AVhvn the Assembly cuuvcned again, Mr. Jeiickcs 
uslied iliai the matter of tiie charter be postponed to 
the Dest session, adding, " that the motion for a col- 
It^ onginatcd with the Baptists, and was intended fur 
ilieir use, but that the chatter iu question was not at 
all calculated to answer their purpose; and since 
the committee intnisted with this matter by the Bap- 
tists professed they had been misled, not to say im- 
posed upon, it was m-cessacy that tlie Baptists in 
other parts of the colony shonid be consulted previous 
to its passing into a law, especially as few, if any of 
tbcm except himself, hud seen it; and he prayed that 
he might have a copy fur the said purpose, wliidi lie 
promised to return. All which was granted. When 
the charter came to be narrowly inspected, it was found 
to be by no means answerable to the design of the agi- 
tators, and the instruction given to die committee. 
Consequently, applicution was made to the I'hlladel- 
phia Association, where the thing took its rise, to 
have their mind on tlie subject, who immediately sent 
two gentlemen thither to join with the Baptists of this 
colony io making such alterations and amendments as 
were to them specified before their departure. When 
they arrived, Dr. Eyres, of Newport, was added to 
the committee, and they happily drafted the present 
charter, and lodged it, with a new petition, iu proper 
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Lands." ' la the new draft ns many Baptisie ncro 
made Fellows as Dr. Stiles bad given to the Congrc- 
gationalists. It wna required, also, i!iat tlic president 
fihoiild be a Baptist, five Baptists were added to tlio 
trustees, and more Episcopalians than Congrc^atton- 
alistu were given places in the corporniioo. Opposi- 
tion to the new cimiter was niaiufcstcd by persons 
Vfho had interested thenisclveB in the cliartcr prepared 
by Dr. Stiles, but it ^vas at length carried by a large 
majority. It is worthy of note that Yale College waa 
founded just eixty-fjur years after Harvard Uni- 
versity, and Brow'u Univcrsiiy just sixty-four years 
after Yale. 

As the foundation of the iiew enterprise, the cor- 
])oratiou first established a prcjtaralory school at 
^Va^rotl. Imiiieiliutely after liis arrival In Newport, 
April 13, 17C4, Mr. Manning proceeded to Warren, 
where he was followed in the succeeding week by 
Mrs. Manning and Rev. Hczekiah Smith. As the 
coll^ as yet had no funds, it was arranged that Mr. 
Manning should take the i)astorate of a church to be 
established there, and so provide for his livelihood 
until the coq>oration should be able to assume liis sup- 
port as the president of the college. There were at 
that time in Wan-en about sixty Baptists, a majority 
of whom were members of the church in Swansea. 

t"ContonnUI DUoourto," \>y Pretidant Sekn, p. IS; tlio 
Djipondii, pp. G8-T0. Guild, "H'uUtij at BrowD Uaivanitjr,'' 

pp.i2)>, laa 
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t Ur. Manning accordingly commenced religious ser* 1 
vices ftt once, and also ojiencd a grammar sciiool. A. ] 
Baptist cburcU, of wliicli Mr. Manning became pastor, 
was oi^nizcd in Warren, November 15, 1764, and ' 
on the first Wednesday in September, 17(15, Mr, 
Manning was elected " president of the college, pro- 
fessor of laugunges and otlier branches of learning," 
and the college was formally opened with a single stu- 
dent, afterward Ilev. William Rogers, D. D., for 
many years Professor of Oratory and Belles-Lettres in 
tiie University of Pennsylvania. But funds were 
pccpwiryto meet thegrowing wants of the institution, 
aod in 1767, Rev. Moi^n Edwards was seiit to 
£ogUud to solicit aid. He was successful, and in his 
mliBcription book, which is one of the prized posscs- 
nons of the college, are fonnd the names of Benjamin 
Franklin, Benjamin West, Thomas Penn, Tliomaa 
HoHis, Rev. Dr. Stennett, Rev. Br. Gill, and many 
othetB interested in the new college. Rev. Hczekiah 
Smith also visited South Carolina and Georgia, and 
made collections for the same purpose. 

The first commencement of the college was held in 
the meeting house at Warren, September 7, 17G9. 
Seven young men, some of them "desUned to fill con- 
spionons places in the approaching struggle for inde- 
pendence," otliers " to be leaders in tlie church and 
distingnished educators of youth," were graduated, 
mnd the commencement exercises brought togetlier a 
large concoane of people from all ports of the colony. 
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A con tern jwrary cliroiiiclcr placed on reoord the fact 
Uiat l)otii the president and the candidates lor degrees 1 
were dressed in cluihijig of American manufacture. V 
Up to tliis time, saya Rev. Morgan Edwai-ds, ths^V 
college " was for tlic most iiait friendless and money- 
less, and theixifore forlorn, insomiicli that a college 
cdilice was hardly thought of." But the commeuce- 
roent exercises awakened new interest in the iustiiu- 
tioQ, while the frequent remittances from England led 
Rome " to hope and many to fear that the institutioa 
would come ID eomedii ng and stand." Then a building M 
and tlic place of it were talked of, which opened a new 
scene of troubles aud contentious that liad wcll-aigli 
ruined all. Warren was at first agreed on as a proper 
situation, where a small wing was to be erected in the 
spring of 1770, and about eight hundred jwunds, 
Liwful money, was raised toward aficcting ii. But 
soon afterward, some who were unwilling it should he 
there, and some who were unwilling it should be any- 
where, did so far agree as to lay aside the location, 
and propose that the county which should raise tlic 
most money should have the coU^e. At first, four 
counties contended for the honor, but the claimants 
were soon reduced to two, Pi'ovidencc and Newport. 
The competition ^vas sharp, but by a vote of twenty- 
one to fourteen was decided in favor of Providence 
at a meeting of the corporation, February' 7, 1770. 
Says President Manning : " Tlie people had raised 
four thousand pounds, lawful money, taking in their 
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UQcnaditiooal subscnptmn. But Providenoe presented 
four thoussod two kiundred and eighty pounds, h>.w- 
ful, and advanioges superior to Newport in other 
respects."' 

President Manning, Prof- Kowell, and the stu- 
dents removed to Providence soon after the question 
oflocatiua was settled, and for a while the upper part 
of the brick sdioolhouse on Meeting Street was used 
for the college exercises. The foundations of the first 
ooll^ building, now linown as University Hall, 
were laid May 14, 1770, on a lot of land compriaing 
abont eight acres on high ground comDianding an ex- 
tended prospect. It was a part of the original home 
lot of Chad Brown, the associate and friend of Roger 
WiUianu^ and tlie " first Baptist elder in Rhode 
Island," The oommencement exercises during the 
first wz years of the history of the college in Ptovi- 
deac^ were held in the church of which Rev. Joseph 
Snow was pastor. 

President Manning wrote to Rev. John C. Ryland, 
of Nonhanipton, England, the following, bearing the 
date of June 1, 1771 : " The college in this place con- 
sists of twenty-three youths,five of whom are to leove 
OS in tlie iall; though we hope to Iiave some additions 
•t that time. The institution calls for the vigorous 
ezertiooa of all its friends, aa well on account of the . 
niullDess of its funds as the unreasonable opposition 
made against it. . . I am cheerful under tlie hopes 
'Guild, "Uuinlngand Brown Univerutr," p. 111. 
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of its riaing, at some future period, to be the joy of 
its friends and the denomination, as well as tlie mor- 
tlQcation of ita ungenerous enemies." ' 

In February, 1772, Uuivensity Hall was so far 
completed as to receive the students. Opposition to 
tbe college cootinned to l>e manifeEtod, and ils sonroo 
is indicntcil by President Mauning, when be s])eak4 
of " ihe inveterate eniuity tif the New England clergy," 
who took unwearied pains to make the number of 
students as SDUill as possible. "Gut," hoadda,"thauk 
Go<! they don't govern the world." This op[>osi(ioii, 
however, Buon closed. Says ProsMcnl Scars: "The 
well-known elevation of the president's character, 
which lifted him infinitely above all intrigue and di:^ 
honesty, made it impossible for such enmity to con- 
tinue e.Tcept in base minds; and the eflect of the 
lievolutioD, which soou followed, was to disseminata 
the principles of religious liberty, and to mitigat^ 
though not at once wholly to destroy, the spirit of in- 
tolerance and bigotry. Tlie coU^^ itself contributed 
not a little to this happy result," * 

i"MuDning and Brawn UniTonily," p. 187. Tho reply to 
thii latter, pp. 186 and 189, thovn thut it wm kddreHeU lo Kur. 
John C. Itjrlnnd, and not to hii ton, John Kytuid, wh« wai thea 
nineteen ycnn of age. 

* "Coiitenniut DUcouno," p. 25. 
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THE Baptise cliurches of Providence, Newport, 
Swausea, and Kingston, all of ihem Six Priuci- 
pltf cburcheK, united in a yearly meeting about the 
close of the seveiiteenth century. This meeting was 
compofied of elders and inossengprs from tJie chnrchcs. 
Id 1730, there were thirteen churcliea connected with 
the fflcetiog, viz: One in Providence, the Second in 
Ifewport, two in Smithfield, the Second in Swansea, 
the churches in Cartniouth, Warwick, North King- 
ston, South Kingston, Scituatc; also the church in 
GrotOD, and tlie church in New London, Conn., and 
the diurch in New York. In the pi-i^ress of time, 
however, some of the churches which had entered into 
thiB reUtioD became extinct, while others oeascd to 
tDaintaia tlie peculiar views which had separated tlicm 
from other Baptists; but the meeting was in exist- 
ence an late ae 1764, wheu, instead of a general meet- 
ing, an annual Association was orf^anizcd, but how 
long it continued is unknown. Mr. Backus, writing 
in 1791, refers to the Six Principle Association as 
the Rhode Island Association, embracing tlic Baptist 
churches that held to the "laying on of hands on 
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every member as the terra of their commimion, and 
BO are not in fcllowsbip with our oliurchca." ' 

Very early in connection with his work at Warren, 
President Manning was Io>i to consider the import- 
aiioe of bringing ibe New En};Iand Baptist chiirchce, 
other than the Six Principle churdics, into closer re- 
Litiona. The Philadelphia Association, organized in 
1707, and followed by an Association of BaptiiaC 
churches orgaoizcd at Charleston, S. C, in 1751, an>l 
anotlicr at Xehukce, N. C, iu 1765, had exerted a 
powerful influence in promoting Baptist interests in tho 
Middle States. Siicli an Association in New Enijland, 
where at this time, according to Backus, there were 
fifty-five Baptist churches, and according to ?tforgan 
Edwards, seventy, could hardly fail to strengthen and 
develop tho Baptist cause. And yet the uudertakinj; 
was not an easy one. The Baptists of Kew England 
made much of the independence of the churches, and 
were unwilling to do anything that would place them 
under the authority of another body. 

First of all, Mr. Manning submitted the matter to 
bis own church. Subsequently he visited pastorsand 
churches in other places, and conferred with them in 
reference to the organization of an Association. As 
the result of these conferences, a meeting was ap- 
jwinted at Warren, Sept. 8, 1767.- Ten churches- 
Warren, Kehoboth, Haverhill, Norton, Bellingham, 
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First Middleboro, Cumberland, First Eoeton, Second 
BostOD, and Attlcboro — were represented by dele- 
gates, prominent among wbom were President Man- 
ning and Hezckiali Sojith. There were also present 
ftotn the Philadelphia Association, Rev. John Gano, 
Abel GrifGth, and Noah Hammond. Rev. John 
Gano was elected moderator, and Rev. Isaac Backua, 
clerk. The moderator, who was a brother-in-law of 
President Manning, opened the meeting with a sermon 
£rom Act 15 : 9.' 

The delegates "generally niaiiiicstcd a good will 
toward this attempt for promoting the union and wel- 
fare of the churches," save Backus, " but most of them 
thought they were not prei»arod to join an Associa- 
tion." They were not only unwilling to surrender in 
the least the independence of the local church, but 
tbcy were not altogether satlslicd with the plan of 
organization, which was borrowed largely from that 
-of the Philadelphia Association Mr. Backus was 
oneof this number. Fourchnrches, however, — AVar- 
reD,Haverhill,BelIingham,and Second Middleboro, — 
entered into an associationa] relation, and the Associa- 
tion received its name from the cliurcb with which 
tbe first meeting was lield, 

■When the Association met at Warren, Sept. 13, 
1768, the Second -Middleboro Church withdrew from 
its iellowship. Four churches, however,^-Sutton, 

■BMkua, "HiitOTjrofthaBaptUulDNewBnglMid," ToLII., 
pii.164,406. 
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Leicester, Ware, and tLo First Cimrcli, Boston, — • 
joiucd tliG ABsociaiiuu at tbia sosiiion, as did four 
ociicrs — Sturliridge, Enfield, Wilbrabam, and Muu- 
lague — at ihc moeiiug ut Wan-eu in 17G9. At tliis 
linie, President planning presented a plan of organi- 
zntiou, whicli wad otlopicd, Tlii^ was designed to 
meet tbc objections tbat liad been made bitlicrto, and 
a statement wus added witlt reference to tbe aims and 
powers of the Association, whicL rendered the movi^ 
ment less exceptionable to some of the eLurcbes; 

1. "Tbat sucb a combination of clmrcbcs is not 
only prudent, but useful, as lias apiMiareJ even in 
America by the experience of upwards of sixty yeai-s. 
Some of tlie uses of it arc: nnion and commniiion 
among tliemsclvos ; maintaining more cQcctually the 
order and faitb once delivered to tbc saints; having 
advice in cases of doubt, and help in distress ; being 
more able to promote the guod of the cause and bo- 
coming im]K>rlntit in the eye of the civil powem, as 
has already upi)eared in many instances on this conti- 
nent. 2. Tiiat such an Association is consistent witii 
the imiejKndency and power of [larticular cliurchos, 
because it pretends to be no other tliau an advisory 
council, utterly disclaiming Bujwriority, Jurisdiction, 
coercive right, and infallibility." ' It was doubtless 
this statement that lc«l Mr. Backus aud his brethren 
of the First Church in Middlcboro, at the meeting in 
1770, to waive their objections to the associational 
I Guild, " Muining ai)d Brown UnivenJiy," p. 78. 
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movement. " They waited," he says, " until they 1 
could be satisfied that the Association diii not assumo | 
any Juns<iiclion over the churches, bcfoi-e tlicy joined. 
And tliey now joined upon the express comtition that 
no complaint should ever be received by tiie Associa- 
tion against any particular chtu'ch lliat was not of the 1 
As6cx:iation, nor fram any censured member of any 
of our cUurchea." ' The Thiid CImrcli in Middlebom, 
sod the diurch in Ashficld, also joined the Associa- 
tion in 1770. 

At (be opening of the devolution, the Warren 
AssodatioD embraced tweiily-seven churches, with a 
membership of thirteen hundi'cd and Dincty- three. 
Throughout the struggle with the mother country 
tiie Baptists of New Eiighmd, in common with their 
brvthrcD in the otlier colonics, wi?re true to the patriot 
cause. They res|>onded to the c:ill to arms, and re- 
joiced in the victory which was finally secured. In 
an address at the annual meeting of the Warren 
Association at Ciiarlestou, in September, 1783, the 
ciders and brethren gave devout expression to their 
feelings on the return of peace afier "a long and very 
distressing war." Meanwhile, however, the Associa- 
tioD bod pros])ered. At the close of the war there 
were connected with the Warren Association furty- 
fbar churciies with three thousand five hundred and 
seventy members. 

The rapid incrcaw of Baptist churches and Bap- 
* BmImu, Tol. II., p. «», note. 
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tist church-members continued after the Revolution ; 
anil wliilc, at the close of the centQry, the Warren 
Asaoeiation rcporiod oi;!y tlio same numl)er of churches 
OS ac the close of ihe Revolution, with abont the same 
memhership, it is to be remembered that the incrcaso 
of ciiurchos had made necessary the organization of 
other Associations, with which the new churches and 
some of the old had become ooniiccU'd. 

The diurchcs in New IIam|>dhii'o and Maine early 
desired associational fellowship, but they were too 
i-cniote from tlio Warren AssociatioQ for more than 
an occasional visit. Nor, at first, were there onoit<^ii 
Baptist churohes in either State to warrant the form- 
ation of an Association. In 177G, however, tlie 
chiu-ches in Berwick and Sanford, in the district of 
Maine, united with the eliiirch in Brcntwoo<l, N. 
IL, ia organizing "the Brentwood Conference." 
Out of this Conference, of which Dr. Shcpard, of 
Brentwood, and Rev, William Hoojier, of Berwick, 
were the principal promoters, grew the New Ham)t- 
shire Association in 1785. The meeting of the Coii- 
fercnce in 1784, was at Berwick. Six churches, with 
nearly four hundred metuLwrs, were tlicn connected 
with it.' Of the eight ciinrchcs then comprising the 
New Hampshire As.-iociaiion, fiv? — Berwick, AVeils, 

> In ITS5, tho mcoling wu at Nortlivood, N. n. ; in ITSC un- 
known ; in 1787, Rt Brentwood, N. U.; in 1788. in Stnithmni, 
N. H. ; In 1T89, at Berwick. Tha UinuUw of 1780— an impcrfcut 
copy, however— nro in tho poesouion of the York Baptut Amo- 
ciution, and arc tho carlioit tliO writer hai iMn. 
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Sonford, Coxhall (Lyman), and Sliaplctgii — were in 
the di«rict of Maine, and Brentwood, Nortfuvood, 
aa«l Gilmankin, were in Kcw llainpsbire. Tbe tntal 
membership was fuiir liuudrcd and seventy, the New 
Hainpsliire cLurcliea having two hundred and forty- 
four members, or a little more than one-half. 

In Ihfi Slimmer of 1782, Rev. Nathaniel Lord, of 
Wcllfl, on bis way from the islands of the Xennel>ec 
Tcbere be had hWd religious services, stopped in Pot- 
tcrstown, now Bo^k*duinltam, and pi'eaclied. A revival 
bad been in pro<rre8a in that place several luouih^. 
AmuRg Mr. Lord's hearers was James Potter, a mem- 
ber of the Congregational church in Harpswell. By 
his Btady of tbe Scriptures he had been led to embrace 
Baptist views as to the subjects and acts of baptism ; 
and be revealed his position to Mr. Lord. Abont the 
same time, Mr. Job Macomber, of Middleboro, Mass., 
came into tbe district. He was the son of a Congre- 
gational deacon, but, in 1772. united with the Bap- 
tist cbnrch in Middleboro, of which Rev. Isoao 
BmcIeus was pastor. He was licensed by tbe church 
to preach, and for a while devoted himself to mis- 
aionary work in Massachusetts. He bad served in 
the Frendk and Indian \Vars, and according to tradi- 
tion, he served as a cliaplain during most of the 
Berolntionary War. In the autumn of 1782, he 
came into the District of Maine, and engi^cd in mls- 
■iooaiy servioe. In a letter to Mr. Backus he referred 
to tbe spiritual destitution which be found. Mr. 
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Backus allowed tliiit lcti«r to Isaac Cose, a young niau 
coQiiect£d vritli the Bitptlst church iu Dightou. Mr. 
Case ha>] alnsady cngngod in Christian work, and tho 
needs of the wilds of Maiuc, as outlinod in this letter, 
were to liim a ^Isicedoniiin cry. Ho was oitlaiueJ 
September 10, 1783, and on the following day he left 
his home in Itohoboth, and started on his journey 
eastward. At Haverhill, he called tusceRev.Hc^iekiaU 
Smith, and Ootol>cr 19, he was in Gorliam. Thus far 
he had found a resting place with hia brctiiren in tho 
Lord ; hut at Brunswick, which he readied October 
21, Lc was ohlifjcd to tarry ovyr night at tlio public 
house. Here, at New Meadows, he luct James Potter. 
" When I heard him rehitc his exercises of mind 
to visit these parts," says Mr, Potter, " I rejoiced. I 
heard him preacii with cngagcdness and l>ecoming 
zeal for the cause of tnith, and glorified God ou 
his behalf. I rejoiced that the Lord had sent him 
amongst us to preach the gos[)e], where the harvest 
was BO great, and Ulwrcrs so few." ' Mr. Potter 
joined Mr. Case and Job Macomber in evaogclistic 
work. 

The Revolutionary War had now come to a close. 
To attract soldiers and others to Maine, Massachusetts 
offered to settlers one hundred and fifty acres of laud 
upon the rivers and navigable waters of the District 
at ODC dollar per acre, or one hundred acres of laud 
elsewhere to any one who would clear sixteen acres 
> PuUor'* " Nurratioo," p. 21. 



BmOBT or BAPTISTS IS SEW EUGLAXD. 

in foar years. Maoy Revoktionary soldiers availed 
tliemsplvcs of ihia oSer, anil tlie population of the 
District was rapiilly incri'nsed. 

la the aiituniii of 1783, Mr. Macomber took up a 
£irm in Bowdoinhaia, and bruuglit his family to his 
new home. The religious interest, comnienctxl under 
Mr. Potter's laLwrs, D)ntiaued, and a Baptist church 
was organized May 24, 1784. Of this church Mr. 
Macumber became pastor. Mr. Case, meanwhile, liod 
turned Iiis face lo tJie eastward. A powerful work of 
grace followed his labors at Thoniastou. Many were 
baptized, and a church of fifty members was organized 
May 27. 1785, of which Mr, Case became pastor. One 
of the converts, Elisha Snow, had been a prominent 
bufiiiicss man. Thouj^h now iu middle life he left alE 
to follow Christ. One of his daughters became the 
wife of Mr. Caac. Mr, Snow at once began lo preach 
in his own tonn and neighboring towns, ix>-o[)crating 
Avith his pastor, and June 11, 1788, he was ordnincd 
at Har))swell as "an itinerant minister." Mr. Potter 
■wns ordained at Hai-pswell, October 5, 1785. Hia 
own statement was ; " I was ordained with liberty to 
travel." 

In connection with the labors of Case, Potter, 
Macomber, Snow, and others, Baptist chnrches were 
organized in many places. Though they bad the 
powers of the world against them, they flourished. 
Tbe Bowdoinliam Association was organized in Bow- 
doialiaiD May 24, 1787, by churches from Bowdoin- 
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liitm, Tiiomaston, and Harpawell. Otlier cliurdK'ti 
were addetl from time to time, and at the dose uf 
the contiiiy, thirteen yoans after itd orgnnizutioii, the 
Aasociation comprised llilrty-iwo churches whh oiic 
tlioiisand Sve hundred and sixty-eight members. Tliia 
rapid growdi was due iu a largo mcaauie to the uniir- 
iiig, self-den viiig labors of Rev. Isonc Cose and llcv. 
Jiinies Poller. They went everywhere preaching tho 
word, and their preaching waa in dcmotist ration of 
the Spirit and iu jwwcr. 

Kear the closo of tlie Rcvolntion the Baptists iii- 
LTca^od very nipidly in New Hampshire, Only nine 
churciics had been organized from 1770 to 1779. 
As many were organi7.cd in 1780, due in jiart to 
missionary activity. Rev. Caleb Blood was jtastor 
of the Baptist ehui-eh in Marlow, organized 
in 1777. His heart was stirred by reason of the 
religious destitntlon he saw all about him, and he 
urged the Warren Association to send laboi-crs into 
the field. Rev. Job Scamnns, of Atilcboro, Mass., 
and Rev. Biel licdoyt, of Woodstocit, Conn., were re- 
quested to engage in this service, and iu 1770, they 
made their way up the Cuunectieut River as far as 
Woodstock in Vermont, preaching on botli sides of 
the river, but for the most jtart iu New Ilamjnihii-c. 
Many were converted in connection with their laliorE, 
and later both removed to tho State and sottlc^l as 
{lastora of churches, Mr. Seanians at New I^ndon in 
1788, and Mr. Le<loyt at Newjwrt in 1791. At New 
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LoDdoQ there was litile increase for four years, but a 
work of grace commenced Id 1792, and tbe church of 
^gbteen members had tu 1794 increased to one hun- 
6rcd and fifteen. The church at Newport hod a like 
experience. Writing in 1723, to Mr. Backus, Mr. 
Ledoyt eoid : " It hncb been a long, dark, and cloudy 
night with me and the people here ; but glory to our 
God, the cloud is dispei'sing fast. His work is bi>gun 
among ua; Newport and Croyden ate greatly blessed. 
There have been forty souls hopefully converted in a 
few weeks among ub. I have baptized twenty-niue 
io fourwceks. The work appears still going on. I 
cannot be idle; it is out of my power lo answer all 
tbe calb I have at this time, but X endeavor to do all 
I can. Being favored with health, aud tbe spirit of 
preat^ing, I ascend the mountain easy. There is the 
pruttpect of a glorious reformation in these parts," * 

Others of like evangelistic spirit engaged in the 
work. Thomas Baldwin, of Canaan— bom in Boz- 
rah, Conn., Dec 23, 1753— was baptized by Kev. 
Elisha Ransom io the latter part of 1781. Aban- 
doning his legal studies, he decided to enter the 
Cbnstiao ministry. Commencing to preach in 
August, 1782, he was ordained at Canaan as an 
evangelist, June 11, 1783, and although he had tlie 
pastoral oversight of the clmrcli in Cansian until 
1790, he performed during this time a lai^e amount 
of missionary service in destitute places. Hia hymn, 
■ "HiilMj of the BapUiU in New England," ToL IL, p. UO. 
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was written during a nigL rney iroca Newport to 
Cana:iii. There liad been aaciun ia the Newport 
Chui-cli, and Di: Baldwin a isit had resulted ia a 
UDtoii of its mtmbera. Tl ood work thrilled his 
bcait, and as he rcHccted i it ou his homeward 
way he gave expression to 07 he felt in the words 
of this familiar liymn. 

The church in Grafton ^vus organized in 1785. 
Most of the inhabitants of the town camo from Ilebo- 
botb and Ssvansea, Jfass., where the Baptists were 
Diimcroua; while in Westmoreland, where a Baptist 
church was organized in 1771, most of the settlers 
bad been connected with Mr. Backus' congregation in 
Middlcboro. 

Meanwhile Dr. Shepard continued his labors ia 
connection wiih the churches at Stratham, Brentwood, 
and Nottingham. He devoted much time also to 
evaagclistic labors. Writing to Mr, Backus, March 
15, 1781, he said that there had been several hun- 
dred conversions in the counties of Rockingham, 
Stafford, and Grafton during the past year. In tho 
hist journey he had taken, he baptized seventy-two. 
In Meredith, a church had been gathered in 1780, 
umsisdng of between sixty and seventy mcm1>ors. 
Dr. Shopard baptized forty-three there in one day. 
In Canterbury, two Baptist churches irere organizc<l 
in 1780. Anotiicr church of about fifty members was 
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oi^aized iu Chichester ; churches also were organized 
in Bftrrio^ton, Hubbanlstoii, Holdci-ncss, and Riinincy, 
The churches at StraLhacn, Breutwood, and fJotting- 
bam were iiuited in one organizatioa, and Id 1785j 
tfac united church had a membership of one hiuidred 
and sixty-one. During the nest five years there was 
Dot much growth; but in 1792, the number had in- 
creased to three hundred and ninety-seven, aud in 
1793, to five hundred and twenty-six. 

Id 1790, there were withiu the limits of the State 
thirty-one Baptist churches, twenty-three ordained 
and licensed preachers^ and one thousand seven hun- 
dred and thirty-two members. In 1795, there were 
forty-one cburcliea, thirty ministers, and two thous- 
mDd five hundred and sixty-two members. 

Near the close of the Revolutionary War, settlers 
from the older portions of New England began to 
find their way into Vennont in increasing numbers. 
Among them were many Baptists, who sought fur 
their GuDlliea, not only homes, but fi-eedom from the 
ecclesiasttoil annoyances to which hitherto they had 
been subjected. A. considerable number of able, oon- 
seciated ministers also made their way thither; among 
them: Elisha Ransom, Josepli Cornell, Caleb Blood, 
£lisha Rich, Joseph Call, Jedediah and John Hibbard, 
Aaron Leland, Sylvester Haynes, Isaac and Ephniim 
Sawyer, Isaac Webb, Ricli,^ Williams, and RoswcU 
Ueara. Only a few of tliese pioneers had received a 
liberal education, but they were men of strong minds. 




h 
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ai-dcot pict^, aoun<l judgment, firm fuich, aad untiring 
zeal. Strong in the Lord, tliey visiiod the scattered 
settlements. Freely they hau rw^elvcd, freely tliey 
gave; and everywhere they were cordially weleoineJ 
for thnr Master's sake and for their own. Converts 
weM multiplied and churches oi'ganizcd. In 1700, 
aecording to Asplnnd, there were within the limits 
of the State, thirty-four Baptist churches, with one 
tliouBanil six hundred and ten mcmhers, twenty-one 
ordained ministers, and fifteen licentiates. 

The first Association organizul iu what is novr the 
State of Vermont was the Sliafishtiry As30ci:ilion, 
which, according to the Minutes of the Association 
published in 1786, "was begun and held at Shafts- 
bury, on June II, 1761." This is the date of organ- 
ization given by Backus, but Benedict and others 
claim that the Association was constituted in 1780. 
Possibly there was a preliminary meeting with refer- 
ence to such an ot^nlzation in 1780, but tlic organi- 
zation itself was not effected until tlie following year. 
This mother of Associations in Vermont at one time 
embraced a terricoiy extending from north of the St. 
Lawrence River to the southern boundary of western 
Massachusetts, and from the eastern slope of tlie 
Green Mountains almost to the Great Lakes. In < 
1786, the Association reported 15 churches,— five in 
each of the States of Vermont, Massachusetts, and 
New York, — with seven hundred and Sileea mem- 
bers. Rev. Caleb Blood became pastor of the fourth 
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ehorch in Shaflsbury, in 1788. In the following 
year the cburcb had a membership of one hundred 
and twenty-four. This Dumber had increased to one 
haadredaud sixty ia 1795, and a revival in 1708-9 
resulted in the addition of aboiic one hundred and 
eei-eniy-Sve members. In 1300, the Association con- 
tained forty-six churches, thirty-tiiree ministei'a, ami 
four thousand one hundred and twenty-seven mcm- 
bera. For the two years prior to 1800, the churehes 
ia the Association bad received nearly eight hundred 
to their memberiJiip, and dnring that year they r&> 
mved by baptism seven hundred and sixty-seven, the 
additions to the church in Cheshire alone being two 
hundred and fourteen. 

The Woodstock Association was organized in Feb- 
ruary, 1783, in the town from wliich it received its 
name. It was composed of churches on both sides 
of the Connecticut River, and covered a territory now 
'oocopied by the Woodstock and Windham Associa- 
Uons ia Vermont, and the Newport, Dublin, and 
Salixbury Associations in New Hampshire. The 
Woodstock Church, which was organized in 1780 with 
Hev. Elisba Hansom as pastor, was oounected with 
the Warren Association until the Woodstock Associa- 
tion was formed. In 1791, this As3oci.ition comprised 
twenty-six churches with one thousand and fourteen 
members, and it was largely through tlie labora of 
Hev. AaroD Leland that it become a strong and effi- 
dentbody. In 1797, it had increased to thirty-ooe 
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churches and one thousand five hundred and ninety- 
eight members, and in IS"""^ "-'th thiity chiii'clie§, a 
membership of ouo ihousai hundixKl and scviuty- 

nioo was reported. The i; ir of the century with 

these chni'chcs was one of g prosjierity. 

TLo Vermont Associati* 
ciicaier, in 1785. Accortli 
five churches, viz: Clarei 
Danby, and Mapleton. J 
organized in 1780, was tiic 
of this Asaoctaiion. Tiio church in Manchester was 
organized in 1781, and Rev. Joseph Cornell, a native 
of Swansea, Mass., was called to the pastorate. He 
served the church fourteen years, but all this time he 
was abnndant in labors throtigliout the surroiuidiiig 
country. The Vermont Association was organized in 
his barn in 1789, and rej>ortcd eleven churches with 
six hundred and tiiirteen members. In 1791, it re- 
ported futirtceu churches and seven Jumdrcd aud 
eighty-five members, while in 1791, the number of 
churches had increased to fifteen with a mcmbershi)) 
of eigiit huudi-cd and forty-eight. The territory then 
included within the limitsof the Association extended 
from Manchester on the south to Geoi^ia on tlie 
north, and in addition to tlic territory at first occu- 
pied, embrace<l that aftcrwuixi included in the Addi- 
son County and Lamoille Associations. 

Two other Associations were formed in Vermont 
before the close of the century, Leyden (now Wind- 
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ham County) in 1793, and Richmond Association 
(afterward Fairfield) in 1795. 

In Masaacliuscio, more tlian a score of Baptist 
dinrcbcs were organized between 1770 and 1780; 
and more than thircy between 1780 and 1790. Asp- 
lund, in liia Register for 1790, shows thatat tiiat time 
tiiere were in MaAjaclmseits, exclusive of the District 
of Miiine, eighty-seven Baptist churches wit'i u mem- 
bership of six thousand and fifty-two. This number 
was considerably increased by the close of the cen- 
tury. 

Prominent among those who aided in many ways 
in promoting Baptist interests in the State was Rev. 
Isaao Backus. His labors in behalf of religiouR 
liber^ will be mentioned later. As an evangelist he 
did s great work. From 1756 to 1767 ho pi-eacUcd 
' two thousand four hundred and twelve sermons, and 
traveled fourteen tliotisand six hundred and ninety- 
one miles outside of the limits of his own parish. 
Writing December 31, 1780, at the close of the great 
revival year, he said : " In the year which is now 
<Josed I have traveled one thousand nine hundred 
and eighteen miles and preached two hundi-cd and 
fbrty-ci};ht times, witl) as little weariness of body and 
vitb as much freedom of soul as I ever was favored 
with in my life." At ttie close of the next December, 
be wrote: "Another year is now closed, wherein I 
have been enabled to preach two hundred and fifty 
aermons and to journey one llionsand four hundred 
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and four miles with Lealtii of body and freedom of 
mind." And so it was year after year. He waa 
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abundnnt in laboi's fur 
Mcanu'Uile lie waa Imsily 
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tiata," tbe ilret volume of 
1777, tbe second in 1784. 
an abridgment iu 1804, 
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ward added, " 1 look always to a Btiptist historian 
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mined accuracy, which formed tiie glory of tbeir great 
historian, Backus," 

Rev. Hezekiab Smith, of Havcrbill, during tbe 
last quarter of tbe eigbteciilii century, continued tbe 
unwearied labors that murked his earlier ministry. 
During the Revolutionary War bo took an active part 
in tbe struggle. He was present at tbe battle of 
Bunker Hill, and was invitc<l to preach to the sol- 
diers at Cambridge on the following day. Although 
be retained the pastorate of bis clinrcb, he served as 
a ebaplain tbroiigli nearly ihe whole of the war. Ho 
became the intimate friend of Waslnngtou, and in tbe 
highest degree possessed the confidence and esteem of 
the officers and men with whom he was associated. 
When, in 1777, Congress passed a law allowing only 
one cliaplain to a brigade, Mr. Smith was one of 



98 OISTOBY OF BAPTISTS IS SEW ENGLAND. 

tlioee appointed. After tlie wai', wliile oa active aa 
ever in his pastoral work at Haverhill, ho cuiiiiniiod 
his evangelistic tuurs into the iieigli boring towns and ' 
States. Everywhere be was welcome, and his caincst, 
devout preseiiiation of the great truths of the Script- 
urps was exccudingly citeciive in atvakening and con- 
verting souls. Mr. Smitii died January 24, 1805, 
in the sixty-eiglilti year of his age and the forty- 
Kcond of his ministry. 

Mention also should be made of the labors of Dr. 
Stillman. A native uf Philadelphia, he came to Bos- 
ton in Octol)er, 1763, as the assistant of the pastor of 
the Second Baptist Cliiircii ; and in November, 17G4, 
he accepted a call to the ])astorate of the First Baptist 
Church, During a pasioratc of forty-two years, he 
served not only bis own people, but tlie Baptists of 
New England. As a preacher he was in the foremost 
rank. Revivals in his church were freqncnt, and hia 
mid was often sought in revivals in other churches. 

Not long after the removal of the college from 
Warren, it was deemed desirable that a new house of 
trorship should be built in Providence " for the public 
worship of Almighty God, and also for holding com- 
mencements in"; and the church and society entered 
upon the work with unanimity and promptness. In 
order to procure the necessary fuuda, recourse was 
hail to a lottery, accoi-ding to the custom of the times. 
Alanagers were api>ointed by tiie General Assembly, 
and in tlicir circular of June 25, 1774, they asked fur 
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the "cheerful assistance aud eucouragemcnt of the , 
public, especially wlicii it is cousidered that tliis ia tiio 
first lime tlie Baptist Society have solicited their as- 
sistance in this way, whii they can assure tbcm 
would not now have been tae sase had ibey not pur- 
chased as much more land, i nd designed a honsc as 
much lai'genhan theeociet quired for their own use 
(purposely to accommodi ublic commcnccmcnu), 
as will amount to the fuU i proposed to be raised 
by this lottery." There \v eleveu thousand iiino 
Hundred and seventy tickets sold at prices ranginjr 
fi-ora two dollars and fifty cents lo five dollars each. 
This house, which is still in use, M'as dedicated May 
28, 1775, President Manning preaching the dedica* 
tory sermon. The lofty and graceful spire of tlio 
meeting house thus erected was a copy of that of St, 
Marti u's-in- the- Field, London. The bell had this 
molto : 

Ft>r freedom of conicicnee tbo town wot tint planted ; 

Peril uiu ion, not furco, wui UMd by llio pooploi 
Thia cliurdi wna tlie eldoat, and hot not rocanUd, 

Enjoying, and gronlin);, boll, temple, >iid ttecplo. 

The entire cost of the house and lot was upward of 
twenty-five thousand dollars. 

In the struggle between the colonies and Great 
Britain, the people of Uliode Island took a de«p in- 
terest. Althougli, as Bancroft says, they [)0S5e&scd a 
"charter so thoroughly republican that no change was 
requireil beyond a rcnundatioa of the King's name" 
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io the style of the public acfs of the colonjr, they con- 
sidered the gcDeml welfare, and labored to advance it 
io all i>ossible ways. 

December 7, 1776, Sir Peter Parker, commanding 
the British forces, with seventy war vessels, anchored 
ia Newport Harbor, landed troops and took possession 
of the place. Providence, in consccinoncc, became a 
milttaiy post, anil martial law was proclaimed. Tli« 
college was accordingly closed, and was not re-opcned 
ODtil May 27, 1782. Meanwhile, the college building, 
now UniverBity Hall, was occupied fur barracks, and 
mfierwud u « hospital by the Americao, and French ' 
tntops. 

A part^ of British troops landed at Warren, May 
25, 1778, and burned the Baptist meeting-house, 
the ministei'n house, and some others. They smzed 
tbrir goods, and carried some of the citizens, includ- 
iog the pastor of the Baptist church, with them to 
li'ewport on theit return. The members of the 
'Warren Church, while thus deprived of their paetor 
and house of worship, united with the Swansea Church, 
tliree miles distant; and their pastor, after he luid 
been released, became pastor of the Swansea Church. 
A revival, ere long, was experienced, and in 1780 
and in 1781, nearly two hundred persons were added 
to the two churches in Swansea. 

After the close of the war, the charter of the college 
ms revised, so that it should conform to the new 
GtTil order; and the seal of the ooUt^e, which con- 
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taiaed the busts uf tlie king and queen of Great 
Britain, was ejicLangcd for one whb more suitable 
devices. Tlie college lib during tlie war, was io 

the keeping of Itev, Wi Villianis, of Wrentliam, 

^lass. 

During the Hcvolut: le Baplists of Rliodo 

Island mide little pr nuinericallj'. Several 

ehurcbea were added, i n 1700, according to 

Asplinid, there were thii Lt Baptist cburches ia 

tiie State, with thirty-sev. i-daincd and niuely-six 
licensed preachers, and tlirec thousand five hundred 
and two uiemborB, In 1795, according to Baekus, 
there were forty churches, thirty-four ministers, and 
three thousand eight hundred and lifty members. 

In no other State was the Separatist movement 
more helpful to the Baptists than in Connecticut, and 
long after the labors of the great evangelists of that 
ottoch, mcinbciii of Separatist and Congregational 
churehes coniinued to find their way into those of the 
Baptists. Tlie early pioneers too were followed by 
men of like earnest spirit — the Wightmaiis, the Bur- 
rowscs, the Aliens, the BuUes, the Palmers, and the 
Bathbiins — who loved the woixl of Gud, and de- 
lighted in pi'eaehing it to their fclluw-ineu. More- 
over, during the Kevolutionary War, no other Stale, 
except Massachusetts, had bo many men in the mili- 
tary wrvicc as Coinieclieut. As elsewhere, the strug- 
gle fostered the spirit of civil and religious liberty, 
and so oiwnctt the way for the reception of Baptist 
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priiicij>Ics. or the Baptist cliiirclios now extant Id 
tlia State, twenty existed in 1786, a little iiftcr ilie 
dose of the Revolutionary War; nud from 1786, 
until the close of the century, ten Baptist churches, 
which remain to thia day, were formed. " It thua 
ap|>cars that, during the last fourteen years of cho 
last centufA', afler the height of the Separatist move- 
ment and the close of the Kcvotutionary War, one- 
half as many enduring churches were formed in this 
State as during the fotty-five pi'cccding years. The 
Dumcrical increase of Baptists was more rapid than at 
first, yet it was still slow. The development of iheir 
principles ^vas, however, steady and permanent. 
These principles had not yet had a fair chance, but 
they were in Connecticut, and they were here to 
•toy.'" 

According to Asplund's Register for 1790, eight 
Baptist churches were organized in the State between 
1770 and 1780. In the next decade eleven churches 
were addeil, ami the number was still further in- 
creased in 1790 by five churches. The total number 
of churches in 1790 was fifty-five, wiih forty-four 
ordained and twenty-ou<- licensed preachers, ami throe 
thoneaud one hundred and ninety-four luemhers. 
Backus, in 1795, gives the number of chutehcs in 
Connecticut as sixty, with forty ministers ami tlu'eo 
thousand five hundred and forty -seven members. A t 

>ProC B. O. TniD, Adilrcu nt the Ccntfnninl of Ilie Pint 
BsptUl Church, Moritl«n, OctoWr T. IHHri, p. 8. 
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the close of the century the membership oC the Baptist 
churclica of the State could not have been Cue from. 
four thousand. 

With increase in the number of cburchea came 
asaociational fellowship. In 1772 the Stoningtoa 
Aasociation was organized. The Groton Union Con- 
ference was the name given to an Association oi-- 
ganized in 1785. It -^vas a mixed Association of 
Baptists and Separatists, and had only a brief exist- 
ence. The Grotou Church, from which this body 
took its name, held mixed communion until 1797, 
when llio practice was rclinqntshed. When Benedict 
published his " History of the Baptist DeDoniin.it inn," 
this was true of the otiier churches in the Conference.^ 
The Danbury Association was formed in 1790, and 
embraced the churches in that part of the State west 
of the Connecticut River, except the churches ia 
Kidgelicld, Stamford, and Greenwich, which were 
connected with the Warwick Association in tbe Stato 
of New York, 

" Benedict, "UUtory," Vol. IL, p. 620. 



CHAPTER VI. 



THE COKTBST FOB REUOIOUS LIBKRTY. 

THE General Court of MassachusettH, from tha 
settlemcat of the colony, in providing for the 
support of the CbrUti^in ministry, followed the ecclesi- 
astical law which had been in force in England long 
before the Reformation, viz. : That every man elionld 
be taxed for this purpose in the town, parish, precinct, 
or district where he lived, ublesa specially exempt. 
Id 163S it was enacted that "every inhabitant who 
should not voluntarily contribute to all cbai-ges, both 
in church and Commonwealth proportionately, accord- 
ing to hia ability, should be compelled thereto by as- 



The seoond charter of Massachusetts, dated October 
7, 1691, allowed equal liberty of conscience to all 
Christians except Roman Catholics. But the General 
Court, October 12, 1692, enacted a law requiring each 
town to have a minister fur whos<> support the inhab- 
itants of the town should be taxed, "each man his 
aeveral proportion thereof." This law was subse- 
quently somewhat modified, but its priiici}ul features 
were not changed; and in 1718, the General Court 
•athorizod aluo the imposition of a tax for the builtl- 
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ing and repairing of parish meeting-lioiisea. Baptists, 
especially as iliey came to have cburciies of iLeir own, 
alsi> Episcopalians and Quakers, objected to tlicse 
parish taxes. 

Tlic fifst exemption act was jMSdcd in 1727, nn<l 
liad referGQce to members of Episcopal churcbcs only. 
By an act passed In May, I72S, Baptists and Quakers 
were also exempted from parisli tixes, provided tlicy 
" usually attend the meeting of their ropective socie- 
ties assembling upon the Lord's Day for the wonhip 
of God, aud that they lived within fivo miles of tha 
place of such meeting," In December, 1731, the 
General Court passed a modified act with reference to 
the Quakers, omitting among other provisions the five- 
mile limitation. Tiic Baptist oxcmption act expired 
in 1733 ; and the Baptists in Rchoboth were at once 
taxed for the support of the established ministry, and 
some of tlie members of the church were imprisoned. 
Upon their application to the General Court, hoivcvcr, 
they were ruleasod, and a law like that enacted for 
the Quakers was passed for tlie relief of the Riptists. 
This law expired in 1747, and was then continued for 
ten years. 

The " testimony " of Henry Fisk, an elder of the 
Baptist church in Sturbridge, Mass., illustrates the 
oppressive treatment to which the Baptists were still 
subjected : ' " One brother was called from us and 

> A. Bloico hull a iiiiniiing whool tulcott uwaf in ITCO, Rod wm 
iaipriioaod iu 17&1. D. Fuk litid flvs powtar plains* Ukoa from 
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onUinei) a. pastor of a Baptist chiircb, and eamc for 
his family ; at which time th«y seized bim and drew 
him awav, and thrust him into prison, wlicrc he was 
kept in the cold winter till aomebody paid the money 
and let him out." 

The town collectors ia Sturbridge, for 1750 and 
1751, were prosecuted on occouot of these many op- 
pressive acts ; and when one of the cases canre to the 
Supreme Court, by agreement it was referred to the 
judges, who gave n decision in favor of the Baptists. 
Then the collectors turned amiind and asked tlic towo 
to indemnify them for their expenses in the case; and 
aa the request was granted, the Baptists In Sturbridge 
were compelled to bear their share of the expenses 
which the collectors bad incurred in defending their 
unlawful actB. 

In 1752, the General Cou rt of Massachusetts enacted 

bin in 1750, ftnd a coir in 1761. John Cor; imprisonod, I7G0. 
'J. Bantow impriionea, I7aa J. Pike, a cow tak«n, 1760. A 
cnulle in 17E0, *nd a itoor in 1761, wore taken ttam J. Fony, 
Trnimiel, andiroDi, ihovel, and tong> were taken from J, Blunt 
in 17G(^ and ha irai impriaoncd the next yonr. John Strocter 
hftd gooda taken in JT50 and 1761 ; Benjnmin Bofabini, hoiuo- 
hold Koodi and carpontor'* tooU. Household goods and a caw 
were Ukon from H. Fiak in I7G0 and IT&I. JoiiHh Furry waa 
iniFriioned in 1750. and a cow taken from him in 1767. 
HiAhaniel Smith wa« impritoned in 1760. David Uune wai 
Impriaoned and a cow taken away in 1730. and a joke of oxen ia 
I75L Oootb were taken from Phinchiu Collier in IT60 and 1761. 
John Newel, ^oudi taken in 17E0 and 17GI. John Draper \m- 
priaoQed. 1761.— Backut, "Biitory of the Baptiita in New Sag- 
Und," To). IL. p. 05, note. 
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a law that uo minister or church should have power 
to give exemption certificates until there sliould bo 
obtained " fiviu thi-ou oliior cliurclics, commonly 
called Aiiabaptista, in this or the ueighboring prov- 
inccs, a certificaie fiom cacli respectively, thai tliey 
esteem such clmrch to be uf their dciioiiiinaiion, and 
that they conscientiously believe them to be Ana- 
baptists " 

This action of the General Court was rcganlcd by 
the Baptists an so unjust that they resolved to carry 
their case to England. Several meetings were held 
hi 1753 uiid 1754, and money was subscribed for this 
purpose. A remonstrance against these ojipressivc 
proceedings was jncsented to the General Court in 
May, 1754, which so enraged some of the members 
that a motion was made to arrest tbe signers of the 
remonsti-ancc. But Governor Shirley eonvineed them 
of the folly of sucli a course, and a committee was 
appointed for a friendly conference with tiic Baptists. 
In 1757, the laws for exempting Baptists and Qna- 
kors cxpiretl, and ii new law was enacted by which oidy 
those were to be exempted from ministerial taxes as 
Baptists whose names were "eonlainetl in a list or 
lisu to be taken and exiiibited on or before the 20tl» 
of July annually to the assessors of such town, dis- 
trict, precinct, or paiisli ; and signed by three princi- 
pal members of the Anahaiitist church to whieli ho 
or they belonged, and the minister thereof, if any there 
be, who shall therein certify that the persons whose 
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names are itiBeited in tbe said list or Jists are really 
belonging thereto; that tliey verily believe them to 
be ooDScientioiisIy of thin persuasion, and that they 
frequently and usually attend public worship in said 
ciiurch on the Lord's Days." This law remained in 
force thirteen years. " No tongue or pen," saya 
Backus, "can fully describe all the evils that were 
practiced under it.'' 

Tbe WarrcD Association, with whicli the Baptist 
churches in Massachusetts were connected, very early 
took these matters into cotuidcration. At tlie mcct- 
ing in 1769, "mauy letters from tbe churches men- 
tion grievances, oppressions, and persecutions from 
tbe Standing Order ; especially the one from Ashlield, 
where religious tyranny hod been carried to groat 
lengths." * Accordingly a committee was oppointcd to 
draft petitions to tlie Genei'al Court of Klassachusctts 
and Connecticut for redress. The following " plan to 
collect grievances " was also adopted : " Whereas, 
Complaints of oppression occasioned by a noncon- 
fbrmity to the religious establishment in New Enghind 
have been brought to this Association ; and wJicreas, 
The laws obtaiued for preventing and rcdrcssini; such 
oppressions have upou trial been found insufficient 
—either through defect in the laws themselves, or 
iniquity iu the execution thereof— and whereas, hum- 
ble remonstrances and petitions have not been duly 
mgarded, but the same oppressive measures con- 
■ Sm UinutM of tbo Wiirren AMOcittioa for ITCO. 
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tinned ! This is to inform all the opprcssoJ Baptists i 
ill New Eiigluiid tliat the Association of Warren — 
cotijunctioti wiili tlie NVesteru or I*liilaJeIp!iia Asso- 
ciation — is ik'terniincil to sock rcmody ftir tticsa 
lircilireo wLei-e a speedy and ofTcctiial one may bo 
iiad." Tlio foilowinj; were api»intcd to receive 
" well attested grievances," to be by them transmitted 
to Rev. Samuel Stillman, Boston, viz. ; Ilcv. lle7.o- 
kiah Smith, of Haverhill, Rev. Isaac Backus, of 
Middlcboro, Mr. Richard Montague, of Sunder- 
land, Rev. Juscpli Meacham, of Entield, and Rev. 
Timothy Wightman, uf Groton, Conn.' At the meet- 
ing of the Association in 1770, it was unanimously 
resolved to send "to the British Court for help if it 
could not be oblaine<l in America," and whci; tlie 
General Court of Massachusetts assembled, tiic B:ii)- 
tist Committee of Grievances, acting by ilie appoint- 
ment of the Warren Association, addressed a petition 
tn tlie General Conit, in which rcferejice w.13 made to 
the ill treatment that had boon received iiitherto, and 
urgc<l relief fram the persecutions to which the Bai>- 
tisls were snlijected. 

As the old exemption law Lad expired, a new law 
was now j>aiised; but, notwitiistanding tlie changos 
made, its provisions were wholly unsatisfactory, 
Wiien the Wan-en Association met in September, 
1772, anotlicr Committee on Grievances was appointed, 
wttii Mr. Backus as cliairman, a position he hold for 
' Minutci uf the Warren Auociatioii Tor 171i9. 
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teo Buccessive yeare. He prepared au adtlrcss to tlic 
pablic in which the case of the Baptists was fiilly and 
forcibly stated. In 1774, lie aildresseii a letter to Sam- 
uel Adams, in which he said: " I fully concur widi your 
grand maxim, that it is essential to libeny tliat repre- 
sentation and taxation go together. Well, then, since 
|)eop1e do not vote for i-eprescntatives in our logisla- 
ture from ecclefilastical qualifications, but only by 
virtue of those whicli are of a civil and worldly na- 
ture, how can rcprescnta lives thus chosen have any 
right to irajtose ecclesiastical taxes? Yet tliey have 
assumed and long exorcised such a jtowei-. For tlioy 
assumed a power to compel each town and parish in 
this Province to settle a minister, and have empow- 
ered the majority of the inhabitants to give away as 
much of their neighbors' estates as they please to their 
mioister; and if they refuse to yield it to them, then 
to take it by force. And I am bold in it that taxes 
laid by the British Parliament upon America are not 
more contrary to dvil freedom, than these taxes are 
to the very nature of liberty of conscience, which is 
an essential article in our charter. . . Two thou- 
sand dollars will not make good the damaj^es that the 
Bapiists in this Province have sustained wiibin these 
ten years by being taxed by the other party, and by 
suing for their rights before judges and jurors who 
were of that party." * 

Not long after this letter was written, Mr, Backus 

■ Hove7, "Lift kod llniMof Iiuo Buokui," pp. 106, 107. 
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received information tbat eighteen meiabcra of 'the I 
Baptist church in Royalston, who had presented their 1 
certificates according to Ia^v, bad been arrested and I 
lodged in N'ortbampton jail for declining to pay their 1 
iniuistcrial rates, Mr. Backus at once petitioned tha I 
General Court in their behalf, asking that the meo ] 
should be set at liberty, and tliat cfTcctual methods .1 
slioiild be taken for tlic protection of the rights of all ] 
good members of civil society. As a result, au acC.j 
more favorable to the Baptists was passed by both i 
brandies of the General Court, but failed to reach the | 
governor. 

The opposition to British oppreasiim hail culnu- 
nated in the call fur a meeting of representatives of 
the Colonies in Philadelphia, September 5, 1774, 
and the Warren Association requested Mr. Bai;kus to 
attend and call the attention of the members of that 
body to the importance of securing the free and full 
ejijoynient of religious Iil«rty. A conference was 
arranged, at which there were present Thomas Cush- 
ing, Samuel Adams, John Adams, and Robert Treat 
Paine, of Massachusetts, Stephen Hopkins and Samuel 
Ward, of Rliode Island, aud other uiemWrs of the 
Congre-8, Pnsiilent Manning, of Brown UnivcJ-sity, 
Dr. Gaiio, and otliers. President Manning prcsonte«) 
a memorial ' in behalf of the Bapiists of Massachusetts 
Bay, calling attention to tlic oppressive laws enacted 
in the Province against Baptisis, with ilhistrulions of 
' Hoyty, " Lira and Timw of Iiaae B&ckui," pp. 3(tt-21(L 
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the veaj in wiiinli these lawa were enforced. The 
Bapiisi position was clearly stated : " To give laws, to 
receive obedience, to compel with the sword, belong 
to none but tlie civil magistrute; and on this gruund 
we afErm that the magistiale's power extends not to 
the establishing any articles of faith or forms of wor- 
ship by force of law ; for laws arc of no force wi[hoiit 
penalties. The care of souls cannot belong to the 
civil magistrate, because his power consists only in 
outward foixx; but pure and savinj^ rclii^ian consists 
ia the inward persuasion of the mind, without which 
Dothinf; can be acceptable to God. . . As ttie king- 
dom of Ciiriat is not of this world, and religion is a 
concsm between God and the soul, witli which no 
human authority can intermeddle, consistently with 
tlie principles of Christianity, and according to tlie 
diaates of Protestantism, we claim and expect the 
liberty of worshiping God according to our con- 
. sdeiioes, not being obliged to support a ministry wo 
cannot attend, whibt we demean ourselve oa faithful 
silyects." The Adamsea, and other delegates from 
Tbiaseachusetts, attempted to show that the Baptists 
complained without reason. Samuel Adams inti- 
mated "that the complaints came from enthusiasts 
who made it a merit to suffer persecution " ; but Mr. 
Backus and the other Baptists present were ready with 
fiicte in proof of their statements, and the members of 
the Congress pntmisod to do all they could for the 
relief of the Baptists, although John Adams, at one 
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time in tlie discus^iun, saii] that a cliungc might as 
well be expected in tlie solar system as that the great 
Puritan State would abolish its ecclesiastical laws. 
The Baptists wlio were present at the confci-ciice wcra 
not iacllnc<l to attach much woijjht to the proniiso 
tlicy had secured, and before tlicy Icic Philadclpliia, 
a copy of Mr, Manuing's " Memorial " and a copy of 
Mr. Backus' " Appeal," were placed in the hands uT 
each delf^atc.^ , 

It was subsequently reported by the op^wnciits of 
the Baptists tJiot Mr. Backus went to Fhihulclphin to, 
o])])ose the movement for uniting the Colonies in de- 
fense of their liberties ; in other wunls, that tlu'y were 
willing to imi>cril the general iiiter&-ts of the people by 
making prominent their denominational grievances. 
In an address to the Congress of Massachusetts the 
mcrabera of the Baptist Committee of Grievances, 
thruugb Mr. Backus, repudiated tliis suggestion. 
" The Baptist churdics in this Province," ihey said, 
"as heartily unite with tlieir countrymen in this cause 
as any denomination in the Innd ; and are as rt^udy to 
exert all their abilities to defend it." But thry de- 
nied the right of the General Court to im[>osc upon 
Baptists the burden of a niinisienal tax as tiicy denied 

' Buckus, "IliiU of tho niipiUu ill New EnglniiJ," Vul. II„ 
)>. 202, note. Sec nl.>n U-yicy't " LITu niiJ Titiii'* <•( Inmo 
Iliickut." pp. 2(H-ai5, ai9-:.51 ; " Works nf Joliii Acl,un»," V..1. 
II., pp. 307-30!) ; and Uuild'n " MHtinin; nnd Itrnwn UnJTcr- 
•ily," |i... ffl7-2m. 

II 
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the right of the Bntish Government to impose iiiioa 
the colonists tbc tax of three pence a pound n^wn tea. 
This address having been considered, Congress recom- 
mended that when the General Court of Massachu* 
setts eLouM be convened, the Baptists should lay their 



grievances 



before it. 



General Court met at 



WatcrtowD, September 20, 1775, and Mr. Backus, in 
locordance with (his recommondation, sent in a 
memorial in which the wrongs iiis brethren had suf- 
fered were rehearsed, and the right of every man to 
freedom from legal control in the worship of God 
iraa insisted upon. The memorial was referred to a 
oommittce of seven, of whom three were Baptists. 
This committee having reported, it was ordered that 
Dr. Fletcher — who was one of the Baptist members 
of this committee— buve liberty to bring in a bill for 
the redress of such grievances as he apprehends the 
Baptists labor under. Dr. Fletcher brought in 
such a bill, and it wa^ read once, but no action fol- 
lowed. ' 

At the meeting of the Warren Association, in 1777, 
Mr. Backus read an " Address to the People of New 
£Ds;laod," on the subject of religious liberty. At 
tlie meeting in 1778 also, he i-ead a paper on the same 
aulgect. Tbis, like the address of the preceding year, ' 
> was published and widely circulated. Dr. Stillman, 
pastor of the First Baptist Church, Boston, was 
chosen to preach the election sermon, in 1779. He 
cboee as his theme, the relation of Church and State, 
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and presented forcibly and eloquently the Baptist 
posiciun. 

Id Mossaclutsctia, at this time, tlie formatioii of a 
State CoiistitutioQ was under consideration. As early 
as 1776, .1 pi-opasition was made in the General Cuurt 
that a committee should be appointed to prepare a 
form of government. To this objection was made. 
It was said that such a matter should originate witli 
the people, and the House at length recommended 
tiiat deputies to the next General Court should be 
elected with power to frame, in connection witli the 
Council, a form of gnvcrument for the Slate. This 
was done, and at the next session a committee, con- 
sisting of four merabcra of the Council and eight 
members of tlic House, was appointed to prcjiare a 
constitution. The draft of a const icution, prepared 
by this committee, was approved early in 1778, and 
submitted to the people. The thirty-fourth article 
of this constitution was as follows: "The free ex- 
ercise auil enjoyment of religious profession and 
worship sliall forever be allowed to every denomina- 
tion of I'rjtcstants in this State." Another artii-lo, 
however, declared existing laws to be in full force 
until altered or repealed by a future law or laws of 
the legislature, and the Baptists of Massachusetts, 
insisting upon the insertion of a Bill of Hights, 
uniwi with tiiosc who for otiitr ri'asons were opposed 
to the new constitution ; and it was rejected by a 
lai^ majority. 
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It was evideot that the people geDcrally ctmsidered 
a convention as the proper body fur tlic A'aming of 
s oonsiitntioD, and ench a convention nas cnllcd to 
meet in Cambridge, September 1, 1779. A com- 
mittee of twenty-six was chosen to draft a oonstitu- 
tioD, and the ix^uvention soon adjourned to meet 
again October 28. The proposed draft, which had 
been prepared by John Adams, waa submitted at 
that time. The third article in the Bill of Kights, 
with which the constitution opened, led to consider- 
able discuseion. The statement in \ts first paragraph, 
that the legislature had llie right, "and ought to 
provide at the expense of the subject if necessary a 
suitable support for the public worship of God," was 
one which the Baptists of Kla^sachusctts could not 
endorse. They were reprf>«>cuted in the convention, 
and while this article was under consideration, some 
amendments having been proposed. Rev. Noah 
Alden, pastor of the Baptist church in Bellingham, 
' moved "that a committee be appointed to consider 
the proposed amendments of the said article as ofToral 
for the consideration of the convention and report 
thereotu" The motion \taa carried, and Mr. Aldcn 
was mad«chairmanof the committtec, which consisted 
of Kveo members, five of whom, according to Mr. 
Backus, were "great politicians," viz.: Hon. Timotliy 
I>aniGlson, Theophilus Parsons, Esq., Hon. Samuel 
Adams, Hon. Robert Treat Paine, and Caleb Strong. 
The remaining member of the committee, aside from 
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Mr. Alden, was Rev. David Sanford, pastor of the 
Congregational church in Mcdway. 

Three davs laier this coiuniittcc reported a new 
draft of the thii*d article. Thia was read repeat- 
edly, and an extended debate foliowed. The report 
of the coiiiniiitee ivas Anally taken up by proposi- 
limis, and debated. The whole reporl, with the 
amendments, was at length accepted, and was substi- 
tuted for the original arlicle prepared by Mr. Adams. 
The substitute did not express Mr. Aldcn'a long- 
cherishetl convictlous with reference to religious 
)il>ei'ty. It was more satisfactory, however, than the 
article which Mr. Adams prepared. That asserted 
the right and the duty of the Icghlaivire " to provide, 
at the exjiensc of the subject, if necessary, a suitable 
support for the public worship of God, and of the 
teachers of religion and morals." The substitute 
withheld this authority from the IcffleUUure, and as- 
serted the riglit and duty of the legislature to author- 
ize and require the several towns, parishes, precincts, 
and other bodies politic, or i-eligious societies, to make 
suitable provision, at their own expense, for the in- 
stitution of the public worship of God. Id towns 
where the Baptists were in the majority, the Baptists 
would elect one of their own number as minister of 
the town. This, however, was not the religious lib- 
erty for which the Baptists of Massachusetts had 
long lifted up tiieir voices. But, as Mr. Backus 
said, it gave to the majority in each town, parish. 
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eUx, tbe exclusive right of covenanting for tliQ mi- 
aoritf as to religious teacbore, aiid so excluded the 
minority from tbe liberty of cboosiiig for tbcmselvca in 
that respect. Moreover, Baptists also found cause of 
oompkint iu that individuals connected with other 
societies who wiahe<i to join them could not do so 
without applying for a special license, an arrange- 
ment which they regarded as peculiarly oppressive as 
well OS iocoosisteut with natutiil rights. 

When the work of tbe convention was finisbetl, 
copies of tlto proposed coustiCuttou were sent to the 
selectmen of each town iu the State iu order that the 
OQQStitution might be submitted to the people. The 
votes of the people, for or against the constitution, 
veie to be returned on the first Wednesday in June, 
1780. At that date it appeared from the returns of 
the towns that more than two'thirds of the votes were 
ID &Tor of the ooostitutioa, and tbe conventioQ was 
dissolved June 16. 

Ur. Backus, in April, 1780, had published an 
appeal to tbe people of Massachusetts, presenting the 
objections of the Baptists to the proposed constitu- 
tion; and when the AVarren Association met at 
lU^alston, September 13, a protest i^inst the power 
' daimed in the third article of the Bill of Bights 
was prepared, and received tbe etgoatnres of the dele- 
gates. When the General Court met in October, this 
protest was presented, but the article was retained, 
•od tbe Baptists of Massachusetts were compelled to 
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cominue the struggle in which tiey had been so long 
engaged. 

The old difficuliics at once re-appcared. In 1781, 
the east parish at Aidcboro assessed ministerial taxes 
upon flovoral pcrsans who attended worship elsewhere 
One of the jmriies, Mr. Elijah Balkom, who was 
seized for iiis tax, sued the assessora for daiiiagett 
bijforc a justice of the peace. As judgnioiu was 
given a^tnst him, he opi>ealod to the County Coui-t. 
Mr. Bolkom was rciircscnted by counsel. The ai- 
torney-genoral of the State, llobcrt Treat I'aiiit^ 
appeared for tlic parish, au<l tlie judges iiiuinimously 
gave lo the appellant both damages and costs. Not- 
withstanding this decision, the Baptists continued to 
be annoyed by their opponents of the Standing Order. 

Id 1781, a Baptist church was organized iu Me- 
natomy parish, Cambridge, now Arlington ; ami 
although a pastor was secured in 17S3, the members 
were taxed for the support of Congregational minis- 
ters, and in 178-1, three were imprisoned. They 
accordingly sued the assessors, and at the County 
Court, in September, 1785, judgment was given in 
their favor. At the Superior Court, in the following 
month, however, this deciiion was reverse*!. It was 
now suggested to the Baptists, by an eminent lawyer, 
that if they would give to the niling sect certificates 
that they belonged to a Baptist society, and desired' 
that their ministerial tax should be given to the 
Baptist minister, it could be secured by a suit. This 
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opinion was based ujiod tlie following provision uf 
the constitution : "All moneys paid by the subject 
to the support of public worship, aud of tlic public 
teachers aforesaid, sliall, if be reqiiira it, be niiiformly 
applied to the Bnp[K>rt of the puiilic tmcher or teach- 
er of his own religious sect or denomination, pro- 
vided there be any on whose instructions he attends." 
Mr. Backus was not in favor of tlie course proposed. 
He regarded the giving of certificates as an improper 
submission to the civil power in religious coticernp, 
and be would not retreat from the position he bad 
ftkrienljr hdd. Bat the Cambridge Baptists, think- 
ing tedB of the principle involved than of escape from 
the grip of their persecutors, " sued the money out o£ 
the hands of their oppressors from time to time, until 
thoy lefi off collecting such money ; and the like was 
done in various parts of the country." 

The sufferings of the ciiurch and society at Cam- 
bridge received attention at the meeting of the Warren 
Association at Newton in September, 1786; and the 
following resolution was unanimously adopte<l : " Hc- 
flolved, That as our denomination in tliia Common- 
wealth have been long oppressed by the Congregation- 
alista, who have claimed the power of supporting re- 
li^oiu ministers by tax and oompulsion ; and as tn 
ooosequenoe of this, our brethren in Cambridge, be- 
udes their time and trouble, have lately been at the 
expense of thirty-three pounds, fifteen shillings, we 
euuadj recommend (hat each church in this .Vssocia- 
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tion raise a proportion of that sum, aa soon as may b^ ] 
and forward the same to Mr. Isaac Skillmaii, of Boa- 
ton, or to Mr. Thomas Green, of Cambridge, for the 
relief of ihuse sufTorers. And lliJs wo do considering 
it ia in the jjeiieml cause of liberty tUcso friends have 
stood forth, a caa*e which concerns the citizens of 
America at large, and particularly affects ua ; consid- 
ering also that what ibcy have done has evidently 
given a chock to such oppressions, and that nothing | 
tends more to bring tiiem to an end than a full cou- j 
viction in our oppressors tiiat we arc iiuitcd in sup- 1 
porting each other in a determined refusal to give any 
countenance to these arbitrary claims of power over 
us. To tliese reasons for assisting our aforesaid breth- 
ren, we likewise add that we have frequently given 
cueonragemenL to stand by eacli other in this cause, 
and are boumi by sacred obligations to these expres- 
sions of obedience to Christ." 

The Constitution of the United States, adopted by 
the constitutional convention, was submitted to tlie 
several Slates for ratification, September 17, 1787. 
Its only provision concerning relij^iou was the sixth 
article: "No religious test shall ever lie required as 
a qualitication to any ofBce or public trust under the 
United States," This did not meet the wishes of the 
BaptisEs, who desired that it should contain a sufficient 
guaranty of religious liberty. Mr. Backus at first was 
among those who were strenuous in their opjwsition 
to the Federal Constitution on this account. In Massa- 
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chusetts a convention for the adoption or 
the CoDstitutinn met at Boston, Janiiai 

Amon^ the Baptists '- *' :ivGiilion were 

Bun, of Boscun; M •. s, of Middlcuuro; a 
Mr. Alden, of Bellin ^sident Manning als 

was prcKQl on accou i intercflt in tlie accept 

ance of the Coiistilut ■. not share the fears 

of many of hia bivinreu, uOd Oored to secure itit 
adoption. Dr. Sdllmaa took the same view. T 
CoDstitutioD WHS adojiteJ — one hiindieu and eighty 
seven yeas and one iiiiiidred and sixiy-cight nays. 
By invitatioD of Grovemor Hanoock, aod doubtless as 
ft recc^itioD of President >ranning'B services in 
bringing about this result, Mr, Manning was asked 
to "close the solemn convocation with thanksgiving 
and prayer." Dropping upon his kucea he "poured 
out hi« heart in a strain of exalted patriotism and 
fervid devotion, which awakeucd in the assembly a 
mingled sentiment of admiration and awe." * 

The position taken by Mr. Manning, and tliose 
who agreed with him, was fully justified. An amend- 
ment to the Constitution was proposed in the follow- 
. ing year to thin cEfect: "Art. 1. Congress shall 
make no law respecting an establishment of religiuu, 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof, or abridging 
the freedom of speech or of the press, or the right of 
the people peaceably to assemble and to petition the 
government for a redress of grievances." This amend- 
* OttiM'a " HamiiDg and Browa Univanitr," pp. 404, 406. 
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m«nt was adopted br the aeveial States, and the Bap- 
tist doctrine of soul liberty bccaioo a part of the or- 
ganic law of tlie United Slates. 

The Baptists in Massachusetts, however, were sUU 
subjected to oppressive measures. In January, 1790, 
a collector ia Barustable, for a ministerial tax of lea 
than two dollars, seized the horse of one of the com- 
mittee of the Baptist society in that town; and al- 
tiiough the collector offered to return a small part of 
the valne nf the horse lus oETer was refused. Tha 
Warren Association met in Boston, January 24, 1791,. 
and a committfc of the Association, of wiiich Dr. 
Stillmnn was chairman, addressed a letter to the com- 
mittee of the First Parish in Barnstable. After re- 
ferring to the fact that the Baptist church in Baru- 
stable belonged to the Warren Association, and the 
added fact that some of the members of that church 
had been ropcatitlly taxed and their property t.ikca 
from them to support the Congregational minister in 
that place while they had a minister of their owq to 
support, they say : " We, the committee of the Biptist 
churches, think it our duty to say, that in an age and 
country as enlightened as this is, such acts cf injustice 
were not to be es)>ected. . . As a denominacion of 
Christians ne stand on an equal footing with any in 
the Commonwealth, and this equality we mean to 
maintain by every proper method in our jwwcr. If 
the parish refuse to return the moneys taken from our 
society, and continues to tax them to the support of the 
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Congregational minister of Barnstable, ' 
^. reduced to tbe disagreeable' necessity of ^ 
tlie whole to tbeworl ' ■ - ■■ g aucJi other 
ss ahall sppear to ua .looim^iry," ' Those who signci 
tbia letter knew theii lelcsa position before tb 

* law, but were strong : conviction that at the ba 

of public opinion the re nakc out their case. 
In general, the Bs s Massachusetts seem to 

2 have paid their ministerial taxes, and subsequently, 
for the support of their own ministers, secured the 
return of the money tlicy hail paid. In some commu- 
nities thia money was paid over without hesitation ; in 
other cases a legal process was necessary in order to 
secure iL In 1811, in a suit for moooy thus paid, 

"* CJiief Justice Parsoa'j decided that no society, except 
B sodety incorporated by law, could be entitled to the 
privil^p of this rebate. A petition signed by Dr. 
Baldwin And many tliousauds of the citizens of tbe 
State of almost every denomination was presented to 
the legislature, in which after a statement of facts the 
leqaest was made that the several existing laws rc- 
specdng tbe support of tbe ordinance of worship 
■honld be "so revised and amended that all denom- 
inations of Cbiistians may be exempt from being 
taxed for the support of religious teachers, excepting 
those whose ministrations they voluntarily attend." 
The matter was tbe occasion of a long and animutcd. 

■Bftokui, "HitL of the Baptuti in Kaw Enslkod," Vol. IL, 
p.8fi%n(ito. 
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discussion. Among tbosc who addressed the liousa 
was llev. Joliii Leland, whose speech iina been pn^ 
served. "The petitioners pray," he said, "for the 
right of going to heaven in tliat way which they be- 
lieve is the most direct ; and shall this be denied 
them? Must they be obliged to pay legal toll for 
walking the king's higbway, which he has made frco 
for all? Is not this a greater subordination than to 
sail under British licenses, or lo pay three pence on 
every pound of lea ? In Rhode Island, New York, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Delaware, of the old 
Colonies; and in Kentucky, Tennessee, and Ohio, 
the now States, there has never been any legal estab- 
lishment of religion, nor any assessment to support 
Protestant Christianity for the good of the States; 
and yet, sir, these States have stood and Hourisiied as 
well OS Massachusetts. Since the Revolution, all the 
old States, except two or thi-ee in New England, have 
established religious liberty upon its true bottom ; and 
yet they are not sunk with earthquakes or destroyed 
with fire and brimstone.'" 

In June, 1811, a law was passed by the General 
Court, providing that whenever any person shall bo- 
come a member of any religious soeiety, incorporate 
or un incorporate, and shall produce a certiHeate of 
such membership to tlio clerk of tlie town where he 
resides, signed by a committee of the society chosen 

' Benedict, " General History of th« Buptiat Dooomiaiktion in 
Aii.Bric»," Vol. 11., p. 481. 




for tbe piirpuse, such person shall ever a 
long as iie coniianed such tuGinbcrship, ho exer 

from taxatii>ii for tiif ort of public worshif 

public teachers of re a in every other rel 
oorjx>rutioa whaisoe% 

This law was not !sii.isiiicLur/ to the BaptitiU, as i 
did not secure to tbcm exempcton from ail taxes ant 
certificates, yet it afforded relief from the oppressions 
they liad so long endured. 

A convention was held in 1820, for the purjrasc oi 
revisiig the constitution of the State. Among the 
memben of the oonvention were Rev. Thomas Bald- 
win, D. D., of Boston; Rev. N. W. Williams, of 
Beverly ; Hon. Hemau Lincoln, of Boston ; and other 
Baptists, who were prominent in the endeavor to erad- 
icate from tbe Bill of Rights those provisions that had 
proved so tntublesume and oppressive. The discus- 
HOD was a protracted one. Dr. Baldwin and Mr. Wil- 
liams stated tho Baptist position clearly and forcibly. 

If r. Williams oSered the following amendment to 
the fourth resolution of the committee: " ResolvctI, 
That every religious society, incorporated or not Incor- 
porated, shall have power to raise moneys for the sup- 
port of thmr respective teachers and incidental ex- 
penses, in such manner as they shall determine by tbe 
vote of a majority of the 1^1 voters assembled at any 
meeting, warned and held according to law." Daniel 
Webster, who was a member of the eoavention, op- 
posed Sir. Williams' resolution. He was content with 
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the constitution as it was, lie said. Mr. William*' 
resolution was defeated by a vote of one hundred and 
seventy-nine to one iiundreJ and eighty-six. Tiia 
aniondmenta to the Bill of ItigLcs adopted by the con- 
vention, however, failed of raiificatiun by the people, 
so tliaC the third uriicle of tliat bill remained in Ibroc 
Nevertheless, the end cama ai length. During iho ses- 
sion of the legislature for 1832-33, llie tliii-d ariicic of 
the Bill of Rights was >^o amended that the right of 
the several religions sociciies in the Commonwealth to 
elect their pastors or religious teachers, to contract 
with them for their support, and to raise money for 
erecting and repairing houses of public worship for 
tlie maiutonance uf I'eligious Instruction, etc., was fully 
recognized. This amendment was I'atiiied by the peo- 
ple November 11, 1S33, and Cliurch and State in 
JLissaeluisetts were forever separated. The great 
battle, so well fought, bad at length been won. 

For his long-continued and unwearied labors in 
securing religions liberty, Isaac Baclius deserves to be 
held in lasting i-cincmbraucc. He did not live to wit- 
ness the fnltilJHirjHt of liis !iopL-d ; but the value of his 
licroie services is recognized more and mure, and rc- 
ncnily a worthy memorial, dedicated Juno 30, 181)3, 
has replaced at his grave in Middleboro, Mass., tho 
earlier monument which bore only his name, and tho 
date of his birth and death. On the new monument 
he is justlv called " A Pioneer Ctiampion of livligious 
Libert V."' 
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The value of the services of the Baptists in secur- 
ing this victory baa been gratefully acknowledged. 
Bav. John S. Clarke, D, D., in his " Congi-egational 
Churches in Massachusetts," referring to the struggle 
occasioned by the third article of the Bill of Higlics, 
saya:' "Conceding to the framers of that article all 
honesty of intention and purity of motive, we mu&t 
also concede to our Baptist brethren the credit of 
holding the trutlt on this point — a very great uiid 
practical truth, which has since been acknowledged 
by the nearly unanimous action of the Commonwealth 
ID ezpangiag that article, and leaving religion to its 
own inherent vital euergy, witli the promised bless- 
ing of Ood, for its support and propagation." 

The Baptists in other parts of New England had 
the same grievances, and contended earnestly in the 
same great conflict for religious libcriy. In the dis- 
trict of Maine, in 1771, "a good riding beast" was 
taken from Joseph Moody, a member of the Baptist 
charch in Gorham, who had refused to pay the minis- 
terial tax. In a petition Mr. Moody carried Iiis case 
to the General Court at Boston, with the request that 
the members of the Court, like the good Samaritan 
of old, would set bim upon his own beast; but this 
was not done. At Berwick, the horse of Mr. Emery, 
the pastor of the church, was seized, and from Mr. 
John Emery, of York, the family pewter was taken, 
slthdugli both had provided themselves with the cer- 
> Pp. S3S; 223. 
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tificates required by law, oa IiaJ also Mr. Moixly, of 
Gorham. J 

The earliest records of tlie Baptist church in New- 1 
ton, N. H., carry us back to October 7, 1767, when I 
two of its members were Id ibe firm grip of tlic law. 
On that dale the cliurcii voted " to carry on JNtr. 
Steward's and Mr. Caner'a lawsuits, which aro now 
ill the law on account of rates imposed on them by 
ihe Standing Order." Three years passed before tUo 
suit was settled, and it. was then ordered to " propor- 
tion the Nvhole costs of these suits." While a large 
])art of the Slate was unsettled, ia the new towns a 
grant of one lot of land was provided for the firat set- 
tled minister, aud another for the support of the miu- 
ister. A tew Baptist ministers obtained these lands, 
as tliey were tiie first settled in the places ia which 
tliej resided. 

^Vlien Rev. Job Seamans removed from Attlcboro, 
Mass., in 1788, and became p:istor of the Baptist 
church organized in New London that year, as ho 
was the first minister in the town he received a grant 
of land, and be was also Bup|>orted for a while by a 
tax ; but at length finding it " to bo such a bondage " 
to be supported in this way, he refused to accept fiir- 
tlicr aid from the town. 

In fact, the constitution of Xew Hampshire pro- 
viiled "lliat no person of any one [larticular religious 
sect or denomination, shall ever be comi>ellcd to pay 
toward the support of the teachers of another pereua- 
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£ioD, sect, or denomiDation." Wliile in a lew cases 
Baptists and others were compelled to (Ue certificates, 
or make Eoroe format declaration of their faith, ia 
order to obtaio relief from the paytuent of parish 
mas, in gciicral they were left to walk the peaceful 
ways they sought, askiiig only from the civil power 
that they should be let alone. 

The early settlera iu Vermout were largely Con- 
gregational ists from MossacbuseiU and Connecticut, 
and a law was passed emixtwcring parishes to levy a 
general tax for building meet iug- bouses and 6up[>ort- 
ii^ tbeir ministers. Vermont was admitted into the 
Union in 1791. Dr. Asaph Fletcher, who for many 
years bad been interested in the movement for re- 
ligions liberty, removed from Massachusetts to Cav- 
endish, Vt, in 1787. He was a member of the 
conventioQ which applied for the admission of the 
State into the Union, and also of the convention to 
revieo the coostitutiou in 1793; and although ho 
and others contended for a separation of Church 
and State, their hopes were disappointed. Baptists 
in some cases continued to be taxed for the support 
of Congregational ministers, and were subjected not 
only to costs but imprisonment on account of their 
refusal to pay the same. Accordingly petitions were 
presented to the legislature iu 1794, objecting to the 
certificate law on tlic ground that it was contrary to 
the rights of man, of conscience, and of the first, third 
fonrth, and seventh articles of the constitutioo. The 
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law, however, was allowed to stand until November J 
3, 1801, wheu the legislature passed an act i'ci>ealing J 
so much of the funiicr act as i-elatcd to procuring j 
cenilicates; but the law still made tlie voters Uabla | 
to be taxed for i-cligioiis purposes, unless individually ' 
they should dcclai'c in wriiinj; that they wcra not in , 
Agreement in religious opiniou witii a majority of tlio j 
iuhabitauta of the town, or parish. This law 
maincd in force until October 24, 1807, wlica the ' 
legislature jKissmI an act repealing uU the oppressive j 
statutes, and thus securing religious as well as civil ( 
liberty to the pcuple of the Stale. Two Baptist minis- 
ters, llev. Aaron Lcland and llcv. Ezra Butler, were 
at this time members of the h^islature, and were 
promiuent in bringing about this result. Mr. Lclund 
was speaker of tlic lIoii.se and Mr. Butler was a 
member of the Senate. From 1826 to 1828, Mr. 
Cutler was governor of Vermont, with Mr. Leland 
as lieutenant governor. 

The laws of Couuocticut at this early period, like 
those of .Ma'^sachuselts, imposed ministerial ta.'cc.'i. 
The General Assembly at its May sc-i^sion in 1729, 
exempted Quakers from the payment of these taxes. 
September 6, 1729, at. North Kingston, R. I., the 
Baptitit Association wiih which the Connecticut Bnp- 
tisC churches were conuected, prepared and signed a 
petition to the General Assembly of Connecticut 
asking from that body that the Baptists also might 
be exempted from taxes to ministers and meeting- 
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liouses. Governor Jenckes, of Riiode Islaad, con- 
curred with others in a Bupplemciilary memorial to 
the same cud, and the General Assembly, which met 
at New Haven, October 9, 1729, enacted such a laiv. 
Titis la>T contiDucd in force until May, I79I, when 
tLe ruling parly, wishing to make ii more difficult to 
obtain euch a ocrti6cate, passed a law requiring tJiat 
tlic certifictite to he valid should be si<^ncd by two 
magistrates. The Baptists remonsti'ated, and the law 
was repealed in October following, and a new law 
enacted only requiring a certificate from the party 
deairiag exemption. Uaul 1766, the Quakers and 
Haptists were the only dissenters thus exempted. 
Like provisiou was tlien made for all dissenting 
persons who ordinarily attended the meetings of 
tbeir own societies, and paid their due proportion, 
etc.; otherwise they should be taxed. In May, 1791, 
OS indicated above, it was cnactol that all exemption 
certificates should be signed by two magistrates. The 
new law met with much opposition, and tlie act was re- 
pealed in October following, and a new law enacted, 
whi-ii allowed a dissenter to write his own exemption 
«ertificat& The certificate system, however, was ob- 
noxious to the Baptists of Connecticut as elsewhere. 
Id churches and Associations they adopted resolutions 
demandiug religions liberty, and their efforts were 
rewarded in 1818, when the new constitution was 
adopted which secured to the people of Connecticut 
the rights of cousdenoe. The article which contained 
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this provision woe di-afted by a Baptist minister, Ucv. 
AsuLcl Morac, of Siiffield. Inliiaauwbiograpljy,' Dr. 
Lyiuan Bocciicr, rtfcrriiig to liiis great change tu tUe 
fuudamental law of the Stutc, wrote : " It was as darlc 
a (lay as ever I saw. The odium thrown upon the 
tuiuistry was inconceivable. The injury done to thg 
cause of Christ, as we then supposed, was irreparable. 
For several days I suffered what no tongue can tell for 
tiie best thing that ever happened to the State of 
Connecticut. It cut the churches loose from deitenii- 
cticG on State support. It threw them wholly oa 
their own resources and on God." 

' Vol. L, p. 8M. 
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OBQANIZED UlfiSIOITABY OP&RATIOK8. 

rpHE growth of tlic Baptists in New England during 
J- tlie last quarter of the oiglilmnili ccntaiy wu 
the result very largely of missionaiy activity. Men 
of apostolic spirit, believing in the gospel as the 
power of God unto oulvation, mode their way into 
the new settlements, gathered the people under the 
open akies, or iu sehoolhousea and barns, and de- 
clared their message with such tokens of the Divine 
approval that souls were converted and churches or- 
gauiced. Tlie Warren Association at an early period 
in its history made arrangements for the supply of 
these infant diurcbcs. In 1778, Rev. \V. Jncohs, 
Rev. Biel Ledoyt, Rev. J. Scamaiis, and Rev. E. 
Ransom were lequested to visit " the northern parts 
of our country." At the next meeting of the Associa- 
tion a report was made of the labors of these breth- 
lea, when " very agreeable accounts weiv received of 
their freti reception in many places, and some in- 
stances of very remarkable and glorious eiTects of the 
gospel." The churches in .Massachusetts contributed 
eighty-one pounds and ten sliilllngs for this service, 
and Elders Jacobs and Hunt were appointed to travel 
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and labor in the northern towns in the fall, and 
Eliiors Alden and Flclchcr in the spring. 

As early as 1784, in the Stonington Association io 
Connecticut, and in 1790 in the Danbiiry Association, 
in the same State, arrangements were made for the 
supply of desiiiiite churches. 

At the meeting of the Woodstock Association in 
Vermont, in 1791, action was taken as follows; J 
" Whereas, Wc find a number of our brethren in tha 1 
ministry, viz.. Elders Jedcdiali Hibbard, Joseph Call, 1 
Xchemiah Woodward, and John Hibbard, disposed '| 
to journey lo the norihw-ard, to proacii the gospel in 
a great number of infant sctilcmenrs of Connecticut 
River, in the upjwr Coos country; also to journey 
tliroiigh the north part of the Slate of Vermont, even 
as far as Caldwell's Manor, within C:inada lines; 
being desirous to encourage so laudable a design, 
we recommend them as faitiiful ministers of Christ, 
wishing ihera much of the grace of God, that they 
may see the fruits of their laljors. And as the jour- 
ney will be very expensive, we recommcud to the 
churches to raise something by contribution to defray 
tiie charges of said ministers in their journey." Re- 
ports from the missionaries engaged in this 6er\'ice 
bear witness to tlie continued interest of the Asso- 
ciation in subsequent years, and in 1S04, occura the 
following record : " Voted, That Elders Seamans, 
Kcndriek, and IIigt>ec be a committee to form a plan 
for a missionary society and present it at our next 
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meeting." The Woodstock Baptist Mtssiooaiy So- 
ciety wss orgaaized in ISOS. In the Shafisbuty 
Association, id 1801, a propoaition for raising a iund 
by contribution "fur the purpose of sending mis* 
sionariea to pi'each the gospel in distant parts of our 
frontier sctilements, and as far as we may have oppor- 
tunity, among the nations of the wilderness." At the 
meeting of the Association in 1S02, a plan of organi- 
zation was e£recte(I and operaciuiia were begun. Kev. 
Caleb Blood received an appyintmeut as missionatj 
of ihe Association, and labored from Cayuga Lako 
to the head of Ontario. la 1S03, Lemuel Covell 
and Obed Warren went to Western New York and 
opper Canada ; and so for each successive year mis- 
uoDarics were sent out by the Association. The souo 
was tme of the Vermont Association. 

Bcference has already been made to the labors of 
Rev. Hezekiah Smith, in New Hampshire. Others, 
like Shepard, of Brentwood, Baldwin, of Canaan, 
and Ballon of Richmond, from 1770 on, performed a 
large amount of missionary service. At the meeting 
of the New Hampshire Association at Wells, in the 
District of Maine, June 13, 1799, it was voted "to 
send a missionary to preach and administer the ordi- 
nances of the gospel in the eastern country." Eev. 
Isaac Cose, the pioneer Baptist missionary in Maine, 
was present at this meeting ; and it was doubtless at 
bis suggestion that this work was undertaken. Ho was 
likewise present at the meeting of the Bowdolnham 
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ABsociaiion, also in the District of Jfaine, August 1 
29, 17!)9, when it was " voted to rocommciid to tho 1 
churches in tho Association to raise money by contri- 
btition for the siijiiwrc of a gosjiol niiaaioii." A col- 
lection of fifteen dolUra for this purpose was m.ida 
at the meeting, and a committee was chosen to"sn- 
pcriniend the biisinc&s." Mr. Case, who knew tho 
needs of the eastern conntiy, was ready to consecrate i 
himself to the wnrii, and iie was accordingly selected ' 
as the first missionary of the Association. Uesigniog 1 
his pastorate at Kcadlicld, he accepted the appoint- | 
ment with the prospect of a scanty 8up|)ort, and 
Imrried away to tlic destitute fields. Wlien the 
Bowdoinliani Assoeiatinn met at Greene, August 27, 
1800, the missionary was present with a report of his 
labors. In the Minutes of that year it is recordeil : 
" Agi-ecably to a vote of the Association the last year. 
Elder Case visited the new settlements in the eastern 
[»art of tlie Province of Maine, as a missionary, 
to preach tlie gospel in places destitute of settled 
ministers, who iciwrtcd a very pleasing account of 
tlie advancement of tlie liedeemer's kingdom iniuany 
places he visited, and tliat there appeared to be a door 
open for gi-eat usefulness in preaching tlie gospel iit 
those parts." There is also in the Minutes tlie added 
item : " Agreeable to a rci^uest of the Association tlio 
last year, a contribution was received ... for the 
support of a gosjK'l mission, amounting to forty-three 
dollars and ten cents," 
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The New Ham|>shirc Association at its meeting at 
Brentwood, N. H., June 11, 1800, "cliose Kldera 
William Hooper, Henry Smith, and William Battli- 
elder to employ a suitable ordained elder as a mis- 
sionary to imvel into llie eastern parts to preach and 
administer tlie oi-dinanccs of tlie goapel." Coutri- 
bntiona from the chnrches wera n.'i>ortcd, and the 
collection at the Association for the mission amounted 
to twenty-five dollars and seventy cents. 

Rev. John Tripp, of Hebron, District of Maine, 
made a mi^ionary journey to the eastward in Janu- 
ary and February, ISOl. 

The tidings that came from these missionaries 
fidrred the hearts of the brethren in Massachusetts, 
■■ did the tidings that came from Carey and his asso- 
ciates in India; and May 26, 1802, the Massachunctts 
Baptist Missionary Society lield its first meeting, at 
the First Baptist Church, in Boston. Those who 
were prominent in tlie organization of this society 
were animated, they Euid, by the laudable exertions 
which many of their Ciiridtian friends of diOcrent 
dcDORunauons on both sides of the Atlantic were 
making " to extend the empire of truth and promote 
the salvation of dylns; men." Article IV., of the 
constitution, was oa follows : " The object of this so- 
ciety sliall be to furnish occasional preaching and to 
promote the knowlcdji^c of evangelic truth in the new 
•ettlements in the United States; or farther, if cir- 
t should render it proper." The manage- 
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ment tlie society waa placed in the haiida of twelve 
trustee! of whom Rev. Dr. Stillniai], of Boston, waa 
chairnui' s Waternuia w:is secre- 

tary, i ainwintcd were llcv. 

Isaac Uii ', and Rov. Joseph Cor- 

iielL Mco: p wcro rctjiicstcd to visit 

the new Botl I) strict of Maiitc and New 

Hampshire, and 1 waa aciit to the new 

settlements in thi erly parts of New York 

and tiie adjacent Sci.i )f Canada. 

Ill September, of llie ing year, the society oom- M 

menccd the publication ol lue '* Ma&vichiisetts Baptist 
Missionary Magazine," the earliest Baptist iieriml- 
ical published in tlic conntry. For several years the 
magazine appeared only semi-annually, and tlic first 
volume of twelve nninbers was not coniplctcil until 
January, 1S08 ; but the information it contained witli 
reference to the religious destitution of the new settle- 
ments, and the readiness of the people "but little 
removed from pagan ignorance" to receive the mis- 
sionary and his message, liad a powerful effect in 
' developing the spirit of missions. 

The organization of the Massachusetts Baptist 
Missionary Society led the brethren in Maine to 
contemplate a more orderly method in the prosecn- 
tion of their missionary work, and ac<xirdingly a 
vonslitutioM, Himilar to thnt of tlic Mosscichnsottit 
society, \>'as prciKircd and printed. Those interested 
in the fonnatioi) of the Society met at Itcadficld, 
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September 27, 1304, and orgauizLii the Maine Baptist 
Missiniiary Society. TIig Giitn of one liundrcd and 
tliirty dollars was collected fur misaionary work, and a 
latter sura in the Biiccwding year. In Atignst, ISOfi, 
tUe Society began the publication of the " Maine Bup- 
tbt Missionary Rcgiatep,'' Only two numbers, bow- 
ever, were printed, the second appearing in August, 
1808. 

These two pnblicationa, one in Massacbiisctt^ and 
one in Maine, contain information nowbere else to 
be found concerning the beginnings of organized mis- 
sionary work on the jwrt of the Baptists of New 
^Dglaod. 

In the " Ke^iflter " we have an account of Rev. John 
Tiipp'a missionary tour to places east of the Penob- 
MOt iu January and February, 1801. In Jnne, 1802, 
Jtfr. Tripp and Mr. Case visited Mount Desert, aud 
other places in the vicinity. In October, Mr. Tripp 
spent a vreek in the new scttlcinAnts upon and near 
tbe Androscoggin KJver. A Sunday was passed at 
Bethel. "I aCfectctl not lo be a Culviuist or Ar- 
miaian, but a Christian minister," he wrote. " I ■ 
endeavored not to confound my hearers with bold 
assertions, but as much as in mc lay to inform their 
uaderatandiogs; and I have reason to bope it was 
not altogether in vain." In May, 1803, he was again 
in Bethel, and in June visited Rnmiord, Paris, An- 
dovcr, Bethel, and Little's Grant (Woodstock). 

Mr. Case's first pnbtislicd report to the Mossacliu- 
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setts Society was dated February 10, 1803. He had 
visited Medwncook (Fricndsliip), Gosliea (Vienna),. 
Thomastou, Caradcii, Canaan, Vassallwro, Fox Island, 
Mount Desert, Ballstowu ( VVliitefield), Hartford, Sum- 
ner, and Tliompson's Grant. One of tliosc wliyni lie 
baptized on tliis tour was converted by a Jitting word 
siwkcn by Mr, Case in 1783. At Vaasalboro bo liad 
tbe belp of Rev, Daniel Merrill, of Setlgwlck, thou a 
Congregatioualist, " who was also out on a mission " ; 
and Mp, Case adds : " We iniilually joined together as 
two bratbcrs engaged in tlie same gi-eat cause." He 
closed his report with these words: "There wore so 
many doors open for preaching that I baiiily know 
what course to steer, or what place stood in most need. 
For if I had bad a dozen bodies and as many tongues, 
they might have all been employed among tbe ]K>or 
and destitute who desired to hear and thankfully 
attend on the preached word." 

Among tiiosc who jwrformetl missionary service ia 
Maine was Rev. Sylvanus Boardman, of Livermore, 
tbe father of tbe distinguished missionary, George 
Daua Boardman, Barly in 1804, Mr. Boardman 
visited Industry, Norridgwoek, Cana.\n, Anson, New 
Portland, Grccnstown, and Carratunk. "I went to 
liie uppermost honsn in the highest settlement on tbo 
Kennebec River," be wrote, " hut soon returned to 
t!i<f middle and lower settlements." He was abseut 
from liome twcnty^eigbt days, and preached tn'enty- 
eigbt timea. " I met with a kind reception from all ; 
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my wants were all supi>Iied ; and dilBculties I ex- 
perienced none, but what arose from my own sinful 
heart," 

Rev. P. P. Roots, a missionary of the Massacliu- 
setu Society, received an apiwintmeiit iu May, 1804, 
to visit the District of Maine. He was also cmjjloycd 
in vuiting the destitute regions of New York and 
Pennsylvania. 

Referring to the persons whom ho baptized on a 
missionary tour in the autumn of 1804, Rev. Isaac 
Case wrote: "Two of them are young men, Henry 
Hale and Tlioraaa Perlcins. Tliey are at present 
studying with the Rev. Mr. Merrill, of Sedgwick, 
with a view to the ministry. It will be natural for 
yoa to inquire what effect it has upon Mr. Merrill, 
his students becoming Baptists. 1 will just say I 
have made iiim a shore visit, and find him fully con- 
vinoed of believers' baptism by immeraion," Mr, 
Merrill was pastor of the Congregational church in 
Sedgwick. He was a graduate of Dartmouth Col- 
lie in 1789, was ordained at Sedgwick in September, 
1793, and under his ministrf the Sedgwick Church 
had become the largest in the State. The inquiries 
of his students led him to make a thorough investi- 
gation of the subject of baptism. Convinced at 
length of the rightfulness of the Baptist position he 
frankly avowed to hia people his change of views. 
The church called a council of Baptist ministers, 
February 28, 1806, in which council Dr. Baldwin of 
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Boston, Rev. Eiisha Williams of Beverly, and others 
partieipatwl. As a result of their del ibeiat ions, Mr. 
Merrill ami a lar<jc number of Ilia flock were a«.v[>tw] 
for baptism, and tlii! Congrcgatioual churcli in Scd^ 
wick became a Baptist chnrch. 

It being understood that lliere were persons wlio 
pnriwsed to beqii«atii properly to the MassachiisctU 
Itaptist Missionary Society, an act of inoorjiora- 
tion was secured from the legislature of the State, 
Febniary 28, 1808, under tlie name of the Baptist 
Missionary Society in Massachusetts. The "Mission- 
ary Magazine" continued to publish inteivsling reports 
from missionaries wlio were employed by tlic So- 
ciety in the New Eiijjlaud States, also in New York 
and in the Canadian provinces. 

In Connecticut, the measures with reference to mis- 
sionary organization were adopted at an early pcrioil. 
The Danbury Assod-itiou, in 180G, considered the 
subject of appointing a missionary. As the result 
of this consideration a cominiitce was apgtointed to 
take charge of the work, and the chnrclics were i-o- 
quested to contribute for its support. In 1810, the 
Danbury Association phiccd itself on record in this 
matter as follows : *' As we consider it important that 
the destitute churches of tliis Association and others 
should enjoy the ministry of the woi"d and the ordi- 
nances of the gospel ; also that the servants of Ciirist 
receive a temporal supjKirt while fulfilling tiicir 
duty; voted that Brethren Wildman, Mills, aad 
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Bradley be a oommittcc to odnpt a plan for this pur- 
pose, to be presented for considcrarion at our next 
meeting." Tiio action of this committee, however, 
was anticipated bjr the organization in the Associa- 
tion, the next rear, of the Connecticut Baptist Mis- 
•iouary Society, the constitution of which was adopted 
October 3,1811. Under the direction of this Society, 
trork in destitute fields was prosecuted with gre:it 
vigor. It is stated tliat the gospel was preached in 
almost every county in the State and in some of the 
towns in adjacent States. 

Jn 1814, by invitation of the First Baptist Cbarcb, 
in Hartford, a convention was held for the purpose 
of ooDudering the subject of "aiding the missionary 
operations in the East." Rev. Luther Rice wus pre- 
aeot,and at that time, August 31, 1814, the Connecti- 
cnt Auxiliary to the Baptist Board of Foreign Missions 
wu organized. With its work in behalf of foreign 
minions, the Society soon l>egnn to combine work in 
behalf of domestic missions, and the constitution was 
acoordingly modified. TJiIs organization, afterward 
known as tlie Connecticut Baptist Missionary Society, 
oontinacd to prosecute its work for both foreign and 
home missions until the organization of the Connecti- 
cat Baptist Convention in 1823. 

Impressed with the importance of increased exer- 
tiooB to extend "the knowledge of divine truth to 
awaken men from a fatal security in sin," Baptists in 
Boston and vicinity organized, November 13, 1811, 




O&OaSIZED MISSIOyABV OPEBATIOXS. 145 



the Evaagelital Tract Societj. Rev. Thomas Bald- 
win, D. D., w'ua cicctcil president; Ensign Lincoln, 
eccretarv, and Heman Lincoln, treasurer, while on 
the committee by which its atTairs was managed wer« 
Ilev. Lucius Bollos, Ilov. William Jlatchcldcr, Rev. 
Daniel Sliarp, and Messrs. Hcury IIowcs and Amos 
Smith. At the first annual meeting, May 20, IS12, 
in tlic report of the committee, allusion was made 10 
the work the Mtsyiouary Society had accomplibhcil, 
but it was iira;od that the Tract Society Wiis nocdtii 
" to furnish the heralds of pcuoc willi evangelical 
books and tracts" for geueral circulation, and it was 
added; "Should our funds at any time be adequate, 
our plan admits of uuiticg the distribution of Bibles 
together wiih the ti-acts." 

The Baptist Missionary Society in Massachusetts 
still earnestly prosecuted its beneficent work. The 
Board in its report in 1812, said : " The nortliwesterly 
part of the State of Pennsylvania and the westerly 
j)art of the State of Xcw York have been visited by 
several of our mis-ionarics, and the solitary places 
clieorcd by liio glad sound of tlie gospel. Xova 
Scotia and New Brunswick, witJi some parts of 
Lower Canada, have also been visited ; and the pre- 
cious seed of the kingdom sown among tiiem by the 
labors of our brethren. Nor have the deetiiutc in 
Rhode Island, Vermont, New Hampshire, and the 
District of Maine been overlooked." 

In fact, the Baptist Missionary Society in Massa- 
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cbosetts was continually enlarging; its field 
tions. In the annual report for ISH, tno: 
supported it were ui^ omcmbcr that there 

" large districts uf oi f^nntry, which from the a 
tered situation of ilii ibitanis, aro unable to s«i. 

port the gospel. Tl so poor people, who are like 
sheet) withont a shephi , have claims on your benev- 
olence." 

John M. Peck, who was born at Litchfield, SoutI 
Farms, Conn., October 31, 1789, having bccomo in- 
terested in mission work by tbe inlluencc of Itev. 
Lathw Kioe, received an appointment from the Tri- 
ennial Convention in 1817; and July 25, with hia 
irife and three little ones, he set out in a small ono- 
horse wagon for St. Louis. Hero ho organized a 
church in 1818; and from this point he carried on 
various missionary enterprises in the regions beyond. 

The Baptist churches tliat had already been planted 
in the Mississippi Valley were largely antliiomian 
and anti-mission. By the members of those churches, 
Sundav'SchooU, Bible Societies, etc., were n^arded as 
unscriptural and hostile to Chi-istianity. John M. 
Peck had not so leifrncd Christ, and an irrepressible 
conflict arose, in which after a long and severe strug- 
gle the evils that had been wrouglic by illiterate 
autinomian and anti-mission pi'cochers were for the 
most part extirpated. But complaints from these 
sources reached the Triennial Convention in 1820, 
and as a result, throngU ihe influence of the Soutlicrn 
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anti Western wprescatatives, support was witlidi-awu 
from tiie Western mission, and Mr. Peck was lefi to 
continue his selt-sacrificing work unaided. Help, 
however, he must liavo; and in 1822, the Baptist 
Missionary Society of Massachusetts, after rocoivia^ a 
eoul-surrtng appeal from the ardent niissiunary, gave 
him an appointment in its service at a salary of &va 
dollars a week. The opportunity for missionary 
■work in the West, Mr. Peck rightly estimated. " My 
mind is often deeply impressed," he wrote in 1824, 
" with the thouglit that I am laboring for future gen- j 
erations" ; and so, with fiery energy, he devoted him- * 
self to his great task. lu 1826, ha attended the Tri- 
ennial Convention in Worcester, Mass., wiiere he met 
Rev. Jonathan Going. To him be oi>cned iiis heart, 
disclosing the bui-den lie felt for tlic vast territory 
into which settlers in great numbers were already 
making their way. At the meeting of tiie Baptist 
Missionary Society of Mass.iclui setts immediately 
after, he slictched the needs of tlic groat West, and 
unfolded a plan for missionary opei'ations. He also 
spent three months among the Baptist churches of 
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and Coimecticiit, tell- 
ing Iiis oxjwncnce and urging the claims of the West 
as a mission field. Then he hastened back to his 
■work. 

In 1831, Rev. Jonathan Going, commissioned by 
the Baptist Missionary Society of Massachusetts to 
explore the western field, joined Mr, Peck, TogctJicr 
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the twu traveled over lai^e portions of Missouri, Illi- 
Dois, ludisiia, and Kciiiucky; and wbea at length 
iLcy separated at Slielbyvillc, Mr, Peck wroie in his 
diary : " Here wo agreed on ilie plan of •' e Aiucncan 
Bajiiisc Home Mission Society," At tlie nieecing of 
the Buptist Misaionary Society of AlasKichusetta in 
November, lifSI, Mr. Going made a rcpoit concern- 
iog the needs of the Western field ; and a. resuliiliuii 
was adopted that the Baptists of the United States 
ought lo form a gcneml society for niitsiou work in 
the United Slates, especially in tlie valley of tlie 
Missiimppt; and a deputation, consisting of I>r. 
Slioip, Dr. Bolles, and Mr. Going, was appointed to 
visit the city of New York, aud coufer with the Bap- 
tist brethren there, especially with the members of tiio 
New York Baptist Missionary Convention, whicii also 
had a mission in the West. Ae a result of this con- 
ference the American Baptist Home Mission Society 
was organized in New York in April, 1832. Mani- 
festly the influences that led to its organization were 
largely from New England ; hut as the Foreign Mis- 
sionary Convention now had its headquarters in Bos- 
ton, the headquarters of the Home Mission Society 
were wisely located ia New York. 

Ne^v England has not only retained its interest in 
the work of the American Baptist Home Mission So- 
ciety, but that interest has been strengthened with the 
progress of the work. Kev. A. P. Mason, D. D,, 
who bad been District Secretary of the Sodety for New - 
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Kngland since 18QG, died March 17, 1S92; and waa 
Biiccecdcd by Rev, l*". T. Hazlcwood, D. D. 

Tlie contributions to ibe treasuiy from the organi- 
zation of the Society iurnisb evidence of the iotercst 
New England has felt in the work of home missions. 
A record of these contributions vill be found ia 
ihe appendix, marl^ed " A," 



CHAPTER VIII. 



r £Iiai.AND BA.PTI8T8 AND POItEIQN UISSIOBS. 

INTEREST in foreign missions on the part of the 
Baptists pf New Englimd was first awakened by 
the work which Carey and Lis ussodates began in 
India. Carey corresponded with eome of his Ameri- 
can brethren, and Lis leiters were published in the 
" Massachu Belts Baptist Missionary Magazine." Tlierc 
were those io this country who desired to engage in 
the foreign work, but Carey, writing July 30, 1807, 
said: "It has always been my opinion that all in 
America, whose hearts the Lord stirs up to this work, 
should either go to the Indians or the back i>art of 
their own country, or to the DCtghboring islands, 
Cuba, St. Domingo, etc. I Impe these fields will be 
soon occupied with laborers in the harvest of the 
Lord." Contributions were early secured for the trans- 
lation of the Scriptiirca by Dr. Carey and hia asso- 
ciatcfl; and in tlie "Massachusetts B:ip(ist Missionary 
Magazine," for March, 1812, tiicre is a reference to the 
collections for this purpose maile in some of the 
churches. The collection at Dr. Baldwin's elinrcb, in 
Boston, amounted to one hundred and forty-live dul- 
lara, and that of " Baptist Friends," in Middlcboro, 
to sevciiiv dollars. 
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When JudsoQ and liIs associatx^ announced tlicir 
purpose to carry the goaiHil to the heathen, the hearts 
of the iiii-iubera of the New Eughnd Baptist cliuruhcs 
were deeply moved. The " .Massachusetts Baptist 
Missionary Magazine," for March, 1812, refers to the 
ordination of Messrs. Xewell, Jiidson, Xott, Qall, and 
Rice at the Tabernacle in Salem, February G ; and thea 
follows the note i " Messi-s. Newell and Judson, with 
their wives, sailed from Salem, in the brig ' Caravan,' 
Captain Heard, on Wednesday, the 19th inst. [Feb- 
ruary'], nmidst the prayers and benedictions of multi- 
tudes, whose hcatts go with thejn, and who will not 
cease to remember them at the throne of grace." 

But why should not American Baptists, as well as 
Congregatiuna lists bo engaged in tins work? was a 
question often a^kcil. There were those who had 
strong convictions concerning lliis matter; and eo 
"The Salem Bible Translation and Foreign Mission 
Society" was organized in January, 1812, "to raise 
money to aid the translation of the Scriptures into the 
Kasteni languaiics at present going on at Scram^Ktro 
nmlei- the siiporiutcndence of Dr. William Carey ; or 
if deemed advisable at any lime to assist in sending 
a misi^ionary or missionaries from this country to 
India." 

At length, Dr. Baldwin, of Boston, received a letter 
from Mr. Judson, dated Calcutta, August 31, 1812, 
announcing his change of views concerning baptism 
and iiiclosing a K'ttcr, .lateil August 27, 1812, in 
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wbich Mr. JudsoR had requested baptlsia for himself 
and Ilia wife at the hands of the Scrampore mission- 
arics. This of iUelf was a trumpet call to Americao 
Baptists to engage to foreign mission work. But it 
appears that Mr. JudsoQ, in an interview with Dr. 
Bolles, of Salem, just before his departure for Calcutta, 
suggested the formation of a soeicty among the Bap- 
tists in America for the support of foreign missions. 
He DOW reminded Dr. Bolles of that interview. Tiie 
dissolution of his connection with the American 
Board was inevitable. Moi-eover, Carey and his as- 
sociates could not uuJeriako his support, and so he 
turned to those whom he could now call his Baptist 
brethren in the United States, and su^ested that if 
they should oi^nize a society for the support of a 
missioD in the East be \raa ready to enter upon the 
work as their missionary. Mr. and Mrs. Judson 
were baptised at Calcutta, September 6, 1812, by 
Bev. William Ward, who also baptized Mr. Bice, 
November 1, following. The Massachusetts Baptist 
Missionary Society met in Boston, May 26, 1813; 
and the trustees in their report said that the baptism 
of Judson and Rice might justly be coDsidcred as a call 
" upon us to extend our views and miasionary clForts 
to that quarter of the globe " ; adding, " societies have 
been formed and are now forming among our brethren 
in different places for this purpose." The first of 
these societies was " The Baptist Society for Propa- 
gating the Oospcl in India and other Foreign Parts," 
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wbicb bad its origiu iu a meeting held at tlie house 
of Dr. Baldwin, in Budtoii, on the receipt of Mr. Jud- 
sou's ieticr. The hand of Providence was manilest, 
and iu ibe coastttutiou of the socieiy provision was 
mnde for co-opci'attoii with other societies iu fomiiii); 
a General Comiuiitce for tlis prosecution of foreign 
iiiissiou work. A similar society was organized in 
li,hodo Island. The Connecticut Society's Auxiliary 
to the Baptist Board of Foreign Missions was organ- 
ized in Hartford, Conn., August SI, 1814. 

The Boston Society at once assured Mr. Judson 
that if his connection iviih the American Board niis 
dissolved, his support would not fail. By request of 
tlie society, llev. Daniel Sharp wrote to the directors 
of the Baptist Missionary Society in England propos- 
ing that Mr. Judson should become a missionary of 
that society, the Baptist churchos in the United States 
guaranteoin;; his support. The directors replied tiiat 
in I ^ir opinion it would be better to organize in tiic 
United States a society for foreign mission work. 
The arrival of Mr. Uice hastened such a. movement, 
lie was present at the meeting of tlie Boston Society 
in February, 1814, at which time there were also 
present delegates from the Salem and Haverhill So- 
cieties. Arrangements were made for the preparation 
of an address to the Baptist.^ of the United States, and 
Mr. Uicc was requested to travel in tlic Middle and 
Southern States, and secure chu organization of socie- 
ties to co-operate witli ibosc in New Knghind. Such 
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societies were organized, and from these, delegates 
were at length summoned to meet in Pliila<telphia, 
May 18, 1814, " to organize a plan for eliciting, com- 
bining, and directing the energies of tlio wiiole dcimm- 
ination in one sacred eifort for sending tlie glad 
tidings of salvation to the heathen and to nations 
destitute of pure gospel light," Twenty-six clergy- 
men and seven laymen, from eleven States and the 
District of Columbia, met at the appointed time and 
organized " The General Missionary Convention of 
the Baptist DenoniiaatioQ in the United States of 
America for Foreign Missions." 

The second article of the constitution provided that 
the Convention should be " a Triennial Convention "; 
and this became the popular designation of the society. 
The constitution also provided that for the transaction 
of its business during the recess of the Convention, 
there should be a Board of twenty-one Commissioners, 
known as the " Baptist Board of Foreign Missions for 
the United Slates." Such a Board was elected, of 
which Bev. Thomas Baldwin, D. D., of Massachusetts, ' 
was made president ; Rev. Wm. Stougbton, D. D., of 
Philadelphia, corresponding secretary ; and Joha 
Couldwell, of New York, treasurer. Its first work 
was to appoint Mr. Judson as its missionary, and to 
provide for his support and the support of his family. 
Eev. Luther Rice was also appointed a missionary, 
but he was directed to remain in the United Slates 
for the present " to assist in originating societies or 
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institutiona for carryiog the misaionary dcsiga iuto 
execution." 

Ab at fii-sC op^uiiizud tliQ Coaveiitioii waa designed 
only for the support oi' foi-cigii missions, but the con- 
stitutiou was modified siibse^iucntly lu several [Kirtic- 
iilai-s so as to inuhide liuiiie missions, aud the tmitiiiig 
of young men for the gospel ministry. The efilablt&U- 
ment of Coliimttiau College, at Washington, D. C, 
WHS the Work of the Couveutlon. But at the fouitli 
triennial raetting, held in New York, iu April atiil 
May, 182C, all connectiou with Culumbiaa CoUe}^ 
that included resfwnsibtlity was dissolved, ihc atitt of 
the Convention's oi>erations was transferred to Boston, 
and its executive control was intrusted to a Boiird 
resident in New Eugiaud. " The most im^Kiriant act 
of the lale Convention," says un uificial publication 
of lliat year, "was the revision of the constitution, 
by which its exertions were limited exclusively to 
missionary operations. It is now a simple body with 
one nndivideii object, and that object is the pi-omulga- 
lion of the gos[)el among the heathen." 

.Vdded interest iu the missionary opci'ations of the 
Convention IjaJ been awakened by the return of Mrs. 
Judson to this couuiry, in 1822, on account of ber 
health. She arrived September 2o, and remained 
until June 22, 1S23. Dr. Wayland said of her that 
he had never met a more remarkable woman, and the 
impression she made upon the Christians she met was 
most profound. On her return to Burma she was 
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accompanied by Mr. and Mrs. Wade. Tlicn followed 
the terriWe experiences at Ava and Oiing-pcn-la, 
wliere for twenty -one long, weary months, Mr. Jiidson 
su&ercd untold horrors in a loathsome confmcniont, 
followod from prison to prison by his heroic wife, 
busy in the endeavor to minister to his wants and 
seeking in all possible w:iys to secure his release. 
Tlic release came at length by the advance of tlic 
British troops, but Mrs. Judson did not long survive 
the terrible strain to which she had been subjected, 
and she was buried at Amlicrst. Mrs. Judsoii'a story 
of those days at Ava and Oung-pen-la, never to bo 
forgotten, had thrilled the hearts of the friends of 
missionB everywhere, and nowhere more than in her 
own loved New England. There was not a Baptist 
home in which her vivid recital was not read, and 
many a lieart was stirred with a desire to engage in a 
service where even such sufferings were possible ; and 
now the tidings of her death profoundly affected 
hearts that had already been moved by her own 
womanly words. 

Meanwhile, Gcot^ Dana Boardman, who was born 
in Livennore, Maine, February 8, 1801, and was 
graduated at Waterville CoU^, in 1822, had heard 
the cry that went up when Oolman died in Arracan, 
"Who will go to take his place?" and he had an- 
■wered,"I will go." He reached Amherst with Mrs. 
Boardman, after Mrs. Jtidson's death, and helited 
pLioc by her raotber'a side, under the bopia tree, the 
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little Maria who bad just broatlicd lier Inst. At 
!N[oulmein lie was joined by Judson and Wutic; atid 
aAerward at Tavoy, among whose lulla lie wunt-ssed 
tlie baptiam of a goodly numlwr of converts, ho fin- 
ished his labors and went to bia reivnid. And bo the 
call went b:iclc to the New England hills, " Who xrill 
take Boardman's place ? " 

^Vhen the Boat-d was removed from Philadelphia 
to Bi,>ston, Rev. Dr. Stoiighton resigned the oiBcc of 
corresponding secretary, which he had dischar-^xl 
with £n.-at zeal and ability sinoe 1814, and licv. 
Lucius Bollea, D. D., of S;ilem, ilass., was made hia 
sneccMSor. During the first ten years of its history, 
the Triennial Convention received contributions aggro- 
gating Bcvenly-threc liioiisand five hundred and sixty- 
tlirec dollars. Urgent appeals were now made for an 
increase of contributions demanded by the progress 
of tiic work. In 1S3S, Itev. Howard Malcom, who 
by appointment of the Convention had visited its 
missions in Asia, was made financial secretary of the 
Board, wiiile Ilev. Solomon Peck was clecled cor- 
responding secretary for the Foreign Dei>artmcnt, 
and Dr. Bolies was assigned to the Home Depart- 
ment; bnt in 18-12, on account of ill health, Dr. ■ 
BoUcs was obliged to resign, and after a lingering ill- 
ness he died in Boston, January 5, 1844, after faith- 
fully serving the Board seven years. 

The Board at this time was burdened with a 
troublesome debt. TIic slavery question also, waa 
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becoming .a perplexing ooe. A crisis i 
this was reocbed when tiie Alabama I 
veatioD seut to the Buanl a scries of rcsolutiL 
pressive of the seiitimeuis of ihe Bapti. o 
State, and demandiug on " explicit avowal ut m- 
holders are eligible and entitled equally - 
slaveholders " to appointments by tlje Board 
agents or ai missionaries. Tiie Board repliet lat : 
members of the Convention, whether slaveholders oi 
not, were unquestionably eniitled to all the privileges 
which the coostitutiou granted or permitted ; but tiiat 
the ootutitution guaranteed to no one the right to be 
appointed to any office, agency, or mission ; that the 
Bmrd had the appointing power, and its members 
were accountable only to the Convention for tlie 
proper discharge of their duties. It was added, liow- 
cver, tiiat with reference to the question implied in 
the resolntions addressed to the Board, its members 
were agreed that "if any one should oScr himself as a 
missionary having slaves, and should insist on retain- 
ing them OS his property, they could not appi^int him." 
As soon as this answer was mode known, the churclics 
in the Southern States withdi-ew from the Convention 
and or^nised tlie Southern Baptist Convention. 

By request of the Board of Managers, the president 
of the General Convention called an extra session of 
that body in New York, on tlie third Wednesday in 
November, 1845. A new constitution was adopted, 
and armngements were made for securing from the 
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Stste of Peansylvania a modificatioD of the original ] 
cliarter; also an aiiditional cliarter from tbe State of 
Mas-ocLusetts. Tiieac measures having been per- 
fected, the reorganized Convention, under the aatae 
of " The American Baptist Missionary Union," 
entered upon its work iu May, 1846. One of tba I 
missionaries of lite Convention, Rev. J. L. Shuck, of 
China, entered the service of the Southern Baptist J 
Convention. All the rest remained in the service of 
the Union. The debt of forty ihouaand doIUrs, j 
whicti had been increased in recent years, waa pro- | 
vidcd for by a subscription which was completed ' 
before tlic reonjpinization was consummated ; and free 
frum all disturbing influences, and with the luyal 
fiupjwvt of a growing constiiuency, the Missionary 
Union took up the great work to which it had been 
called. Unquestionably for the peace of the churches 
the separation had come none too soon. That it had 
been brought about amicably and honorably was a 
noble tribute lo the Christian character of those who 
were prominent in the movement. 

It was while these changes were in progress tiiat 
Dr. Judson roiurned to the United States. He had 
married Mrs. Sarah H. Boardmau, widow of George 
Dana Boardman, April 10, 1834, and it was on 
account of her health tiiat he had turned his face 
homewai'd. Mrs. Judsun dietl near St. Helena, Sep- 
tember 1, 1845, anil tlicre she was burled. Dr. 
Judson and his three eldest ciiihlrcn continued tlieir 
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EotTowrul journey and reached Boston October 15. 
The great loss he liot] suatained {□ the death of Mrs. 
JudsoD gave a peculiar tctidcrncss to tiic welcome he 
received after an ahsence ofthirty'tlirccycars, Yetnll 
felt that that welcome should at once have public ex- 
pression, and on the evening after his arrival a naccting 
was held in Boston, at which Dr. Sharp, presideut of 
the Board, in the presence of a latge audience, spoke 
fitting words of Christian gi-ceting. During his stay 
in this country, Dr. Jiidson visited many of tlie 
diorejtei in New England, and as well some in the 
South oonnficted with the new ConventioQ, and also 
the oolites at Providence and Waterville. Every- 
where his presence awakened the profoundest sym- 
pathy. Members of all denominations, and men of 
ail cbsses of society, cime together in testimony of 
their appreciation of one who had done and suffered 
to much for hie fellow-men. Dr. Judson \ras married 
to Miss Emily Chubbuck (Fanny Forester) June 2, 
1846, and sailed for Burma, July llth, following. 
Only a few years of service remained to him, how- 
ever, and he died at sea, April 12, 1850, aged sixty- 
two. His exalted character, his untiring and self- 
denying devotion to his work, and his heroic endur- 
ance of untold Bufferings, will ever give him a con- 
spicuous place in missionary annals. 

But from time to time other workers had been 
added to the missionary force of the Union, and there 
were now missions in Burma, India, Siam, Assam, 
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;iiJ in Franco, Gcrniaiiy, 
Bat the causes thut had )od 
*o wiilidi-aw froio co-ojHiia- 
th their hi-cthroa In the 
moro strongly the body 
iC 1800, witii the election 
President of the United 
ue on the part of the South, 
rt Sumter, April 14, 1861, 
Hwithstandinjr the severity 
: Btruggli>, the work of the 
lackcD. The great battles 
of the Wilderness and Spotfsylvanla occurred May 
14^18, 18G4, and the jubilee of tlic Missionary 
Union was cclobratod at Philadelphia, May 24— 26th, 
following. At that meeting there were references to 
tltc conflict then waging, but the time for the must 
part was given to a review of fifty years of mission- 
ary service now concluded. Xot one of the orig- 
inators of tlic Triennial Convention was then living. 
All had passed on to their rest and reward. But 
their names were rocilled, and the portraits of tliirtcon 
adorned the walls of the First Baptist Church, wlicrc 
the meetings were held. The annual sermon, en- 
titled, "The Missionary Resources of the Kingdom 
of Christ," was preached by Uev. S. L. Caldwell, 
D. C, of Providence, R. I, Of the various papers 
read, especially notevrorthy was that by Rev, Baron 
Stow, D. D., of Boston, on "The Early Hiatorj- of 




162 HIHTOBT OF BAPTISTS IK KEW SSOI.4 



our ' Missionaiy Organizaiion, with Bio 
Sketches of its Founders." The Executive 
mittee called attencioQ to the. pressing wants of n 
Uoion. The Dumber of mieaiooaries, it was aiatei 
was less than twenty years previous. During thi 
past ten years the effective ■foi'ce on the field had beei 
reduced oni:-third, lustead of one hundred aoc 
. twenty-four mtssianarieB, including misaiunaries' 
wives, tJiere were less ihau eighty. The memories of 
the past stirred the hearts of the people. It wus a 
fitUi^ time for eaUi^ed operations, and the com- 
mittee Bu^ested that fifty thousand dollars should be 
laised aa a jubilee fund in addition to the ordinary 
ooDtributiontt. The Union accepted this suggestion. 
More than thirty thousaud dollars was contributed 
for this purpose during the jubilee session, and this 
■um was subsequently increased to fifty-three thou- 
sand eighty-five dollars and one cent. The regular 
contributions of that year also were seventeen thou- 
aand six hundred and seventy dollars and thirty-two 
cents more thau in tlie preceding year, and amotiiitcd 
to one hundred and fifty-three thousand uue hundred 
and ninety-five dollars and fifty-seven cents. Only 
oooesiooe 1857 had the receipts of the Union reached 
the sum of one hundred thousand dollars. In the 
htstoiT of the Missionaiy Union a new era in giving 
had opened. 

Meanwhile the work abroad had greatly prospered. 
Dr. Judson reached Rangoon July 13, 1813, and 
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baptized his first convert June 27, 1819. In 1830 
tiiera were about three liuiidred racmbera in all the 
churches conDected with oui- miasions. In 1840, the 
membershii» had risen to about three or four tlioit- 
sand. In 1850, it was eleven thousand nine hundred 
and fifty-eight; in 1860, twenty-five thousand four 
hundred and eight, and when the Jubilee oocurred, 
it was about thirty-fivC thousand. 

Tliu Telugii Misdiuii, at tho Jubilco in 1864, 
received a much-needed reinforcement. At the 
, annual meeting of the Union in Providenoc, iu 1662, 
the question, " Shall the Tchigu Mis.sion be Aban- 
doned?" came up for the third time. A resolution 
was presented recommending the abamionmeni of the 
mission ; but Dr. Warren, corres^wiiding secretary, 
urged that the question should be deferred until au 
opportunity could be had for consultation with Dr. 
Jcwett, of the Tolugu Mission, who was then on his 
way home. Dr. Jewett, on his arrival, entered an 
earnest protest against the abandonment of the 
mission. If the Union declined to aid him, he said, 
he would go baci; alone and live and die, if need Iw, 
among the Tclugus. It was ac Icngtii decided that 
he should return if his health was restored, and Uiat 
the mission should bo reiuforced. Rev. .John E. 
Clough, in August, 1S64, received an appointment to 
this mission, and November 30th, following, with bis 
wife and Dr. Jewett, he sailed from Boston, and 
reached NcUorc, Intlia, April 22, 1805. In the fol- 
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lowing ytar Mr. Cloiigii removed to Ongole, 
MTOS commciicGd thai wonderful work wliicli has 
the story of the Telugu Mission read like an extra 
from the Acta of the Apiwiles. Tbonsantls in ti 
fi)])owing ycara were added to the church at Ongole 
two thousand two hundred and twenty-two bcin^ 
received by baptism in one day, July 3, 1878. In 
1870, the churches connected with the Missionary 
Union, reported forty-six thousand nine hundred and 
MX ty- four members. la ISSO, tiio memberElitp bad 
increased to eiglity-thrcc thousand three hundred and 
d^t; IB 1890, to one hundred and thirty-eight 
thousand two hundred and ninety-three ; and to 
1803, to one hundred and sixty-nine thousand seven 
hundred and twenty-nine, of which eighty-two thou- 
sand two hundred and seventy-four were connected 
with the churches in nominally Christian lands, and 
dghty-eeven thousand four hundred and fifty-five 
with churclics iu heathen lands, forty-eight thousand 
aght hundred and fifteen being Telugus. 

At the meeting of tiic Union at Providence, R. I., 
in May, 1877, Secretary Murdock read a paper 
entitled : " Shall We Reduce the Scale of Our Mis- 
nons ? " In it reference was made to the enlargement 
of the work proposed at the jubilee meeting in 1864. 
At that time a fund of fifty thousand dolhira was 
secured to begin this work. In two years twenty- 
three new missionaries had been pnt into the field, 
and there was no debt The dose of the third year, 
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liowever, showed a large deficit, but tlie Sxeoutivo 
Coaimittee continued the work of reiiirorciug the 
niieaions until, in 1877, one luindrixl and ihirty-fout* 
new missionaries had been sent out. Yet for eleven 
years tliere had been a deficit of from five huadred 
dullars to fifty-three thousand dollars, or an avcnigo 
debt of tweuiy-foiir thousand five hundred and thirty- 
three dollars and sixteen cents {ot the whole jK-riod 
from April, 1SG7, to April, 1877 ; and the committee 
was not prejiared to go farther in the line of advance 
without some new guaranty of support. The pajier 
read by Dr. Miirdoclc was referred to o special 
committee. Tn its report the eommittee said, "That 
besides the obligation placed upon American Baptists 
by the List command of tiieir ascending Lon.1, the 
signal providences by which their hands were first put 
to the foreign missionary work in Asia and in Euroj>c 
had left tliem no option but to prosecute it aeeording 
to the full measure of ihoir ability and the necessities 
of the work." It was thought desirable that the 
savcntcen thousand doilare of debt incurred durinj; 
the preceding year should be paid. This amount was 
soon secured, and so much more that only eleven 
thousand dollars were lacking to clear off the entire 
indebtedness of the Union, which was forty-seven 
thousand dollars. Tiie receipts of the Union, which 
were two hundred and thirty-eight thousand seven 
hundred and seventy-seven dollars and fifteen cents 
in 1877, were incrcaaed to two hundred and seventy- 
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eight thousand seven hundred and tn-enty-tlircc dol- 
lars and fourteen cents in 1878. Only once since 
have they been less than thai amount, and that wus 
in 1879. In 1880, the receipts were three hiindivd 
and fourteen thousand eight hundred and sixty dol- 
lars and eighty-eight cents; in 1887, they were four 
hundi-cd and six thousand six hundied and thirty- 
nine doltara and thirty cents; and since that time 
they have hcen as follows: In 18SS, four humlred 
and eleven tliousaud three hundred and eighty-five 
dollars and thirty-nine cents; in 1889, four hundred 
and fourteen thousand eight hundred and ninety-live 
dollars and eighty-six cents; in 1800, five hundred 
and fifty-nine thousand five hundred and twenty- 
seven dollars and seventy-five cents; in 1891, four 
hundred and ninety-two thousand two hundi-ed and 
seventy-four dollars and ninety-one cents; in 1892, 
five hundred and eighty-nine thousand seven hundred 
and seventy-two dollars and ninety-three cents; and 
in 1893, eight hundred and sixty-five thousand sex'cn 
hundred and fifty one dollars and ninety-five cents. 
Nor do these last figures represent the entire I'cceipts 
of 1893, as will appear later. 

The table found in appendix, marked "B," gives 
the aroount contributed to foreign mission work by 
the Baptists of New England from the beginning of 
our foreign missionary movement. Bequests are not 
included. 

At the anniversary of the Union held in Cincinnati 
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in 1891, it was dccitlcd that the ccntcnuinl o ' tbe 
I'arcign missionary enterprise iH'guii at Ketli'rinjf, 
Eiig., Octolwr 2, 1702, sliaiiUl be cclabiutcd liiii-iiii- 
tlie fiscal year 1802-3, and tliat aii attempt ^LouM be 
made to raise a Cfiuenary Fuiid ai^rcgatiiig at least 
one milliou dullurg. A jicnuancnt Cciiteiiiual Cuiu- 
niittce was apiiointcd wiili Ucv. H, C. Mabie, D. D., 
biiiiic secretary of (tis Union, as cliairmaii, niitl 
Rev. O. O. Flctolicr, D. D., aa field secretary. .Vt 
ihc meeting of ihe Union in Philadclpliia, In I8!>2, 
tltis uonimittce, in a report, unllincd its plan of 
operations. Rev. J. N. MnnJock, D, D., Ilononiry 
Seci-ctary, read a paper entitled, "A Centnry of Mis- 
sions." Special missionary conferences in various 
sections of ihc country wera lield. In Associations 
and Staie Conventions ilie centenary of missions i-o- 
ecivcd csiwcial attention. District sccivtanes and 
Assuciaiional secretaries attended to tlio worif in tlic 
chnrclics. In this way a great historic event was 
woriliily cclebratetl, offerings were made, and at the 
meeting of t!ie Union at Denver, Colonido, in May, 
1893, the Centennial Committee reiwrtcd tiiat the 
receipts of the year from all bouic<'S iiad lx;en one 
million ten tlionsand three iuindred and forty-one 
dollars and forty-six cents. " This money," said the 
committee, " lias been given in the main, not by a 
few individnals, nor thronuli bcfinests of the dying, 
bnt by the rank and file of the churches through the 
ordinary ciiannels of ebnrch collections. There has 
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been n clear gain, from these sources alone, of over 
three hundred and sixty thousaud dollars during the 
year," 

The Union suflcred a great losa in the burning of 
Tremont Temple, Boston, March 19, 1803. Tiie 
offices of the Union wem on the ujipiT floor of the 
building, and nearly all the cunteiiis of the roomi), 
including the Union's valuable library and niiiseuni, 
with portraits and other objects of great interest and 
mluc, were destroyed. The insurance was siiiBcient 
to restore such articles as conid be replaced, but many 
of the articles could not be duplicated. All ihn 
securities, accounts, records, and correspondence of 
the Union were saved, as tlie fire-proof vaults of the 
Union were uoinjui-cd. 

From the beginning the Union has been exceed- 
ingly fortunate in its executive officers. Rev. Wm. 
Stonghton, D. D., was corresponding seci-etary, from 
1814 to 1826, when the headquarlers of the Society 
were transferred to Boston. Rev. Lucius Bolles, 
■ D. D., was made his succes.sor, and served from 182G 
to 1843. Rev. Solomon Peck, D, D,, was elected 
corresponding secretary in 1838, in order that Dr. 
Bolles might have assistance, and remained in tho 
service of the Union until 1856. The services of 
Kev. R. E. Pattison, D. D., were secured from 1841 
to 1845. Rev. Kdward Bright, 1). D., was appointed 
corresponding secretary in 1846, and served until 
18&&. Rev. J. Q. Warren, D. D., then received an 
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aiipointment, an'] ooiitiniicd in the aorvtco of the 
Union until 1872. Rev. J. N. Mui-dock, D. D., 
wlii> had been assistant corresponding sccrttary since 
18G3, was elected curiesponding scci-etai'V in 180C, 
and served tlic Uniun with distinguished ability until 
liis resignation in I89I, when he was made honomry 
socretary for life. He aiso performed the dniiea of 
cones]K>nding secretary during ilic year following 
his resignation. Eev. H. C. Mabie, D. D., was 
elected corresiwnding sccreiary in 1890, and waa 
gi-auted leave of al}sencc to visit the missions of tbo 
Union in Japan, China, Burma, and India. In 1892, 
the Board elected three corresiKinding secretaries : 
llev. H. C. Mabie, D. D., Rev. S. W. Duncan, D. D., 
and Rev. E. F. Merriam. In 1893, Rev. H. C. 
Slahie, D. D., was elected home secretary; Rev. 
S. AV. Diinain, D. D., foreign secretary ; and Rev. 
E. F. Jlerriam, became editorJai secretary. For 
many years Rev. W. S. McKcuztc, D. D., has been 
district secretary of the Union for New England. 
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greatly lamented, and was succccdctl in 1792 by liev. 
Jonathan Maxey, wLo during ciic previous yeai*, Lad 
Tooeived a temporary appointmont aa professor of 
divinity. Mr. Maxey served several years as vicc- 
president, as he ^roa only twenty-four years old when 
he was placed at tlie head of the college. In 1707, 
he received his apiwintment as president. His genius 
uid leuming, and especially bU hrilliant oratory, at- 
tracted public attention, and a large number of men, 
afterward eminent in the various Icarnei) professions, 
were graduated from tlie college during liia presidency. 
He resigned in 1802, and accepted the presidency of 
Union College. In 1804, lie was elected president 
of the College of South Carolina. 

President Maxey was succeeded by Rev. Asa 
Messer, under whose wise and beneficent administra- 
tion the ooUf^ continued to prosper. In 1821-22, 
an additional dormitory waa erected at the expense of 
Mr. Nicholas Brown, and received the name of Hope 
College,after Mr. Brown's only sister, Mrs, Hope Ives. 
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Dr. Jlesscr resigoed id 1826, and was succeeded by 
Rev. Froncia Wavland, wLowasdected DcccmbtT 13, 
1826, and entered upon tbc duties of his ofEce in the 
ibllowJiig February. He was tliirty-one years ofag^ 
and had achieved distinction as a preaclicr, especially 
by Lis sermon on " The Moral Dignity of the Modem 
Missionary Eiitcrpriao." At onco all dciiarlmcnta of 
liie college were quickened into new life. Largo ad- 
ditions were mada to tlie philosophical and chemical 
apparatus; a library fund of twenty-five thouKind 
<lullar3 was secured ; Manning Hall, in 1S34, and 
lliiodo Island Hall, in 1840, were erected; the prosi- 
di'nt's house was reinovod f'lijm t!ie college inclosurc; 
the grounds were laid out and planted with elms ; and 
a new house for the president was erected on the cor- 
ner of College and Praspect Streets. 

Yet Dr. Wayland was not s-itisfiod with the pro- 
gress that had been made; and dcs])airiDg of im- 
provement along existing lines iic resigned in 1849. 
The members of the corporation were unwilling to 
lose his services, and having ascertained his views 
with reference to the future of the university, they 
adopted them, and a subscription amounting to one 
hundred and twenty-tive thousand dollars was soon 
obtained for testing what was known as the "New 
System " The main features of this system were : 
"The provision of such new courses of stndy in 
science as the practical spirit of the age demanded ; 
the abandonment of a fixed term of four yean of 




172 BtSTORY or BAPTISTS IX NEVT £KOLAJfD. 



i 



gtad; for stiidcDlB, and in place of it the pursuit of 
any selected course for such a length of time 03 the 
student's d re iim stances required ; the privilege of 
f«lecting such studies as under tho guidance of liis 
guardian he might wish." In introducing these 
changes Dr. Wayhind opened a way along whicii 
other colleges have been <^uiok to follow. The iiuni- 
ber of students was greatly increased, and a new im- 
pulse was given to liie work of the college. 

In 1835, after more than twenty-eight y^irs of tm- 
M'earied service, Dr. Waylanii resigned, and llov. 
Saraas Sears, D. D., who after a twelve years' pro- 
fessorship at Newton Theological Institution bad 
been made Bccretary and executive agent of tlie Massa- 
chusetts Board of Education, was appointed Dr. 
Wayland's successor. Under his administration, the 
"New System" introduced by his predecessor was 
somewhat modified, although increased facilities for 
practical education were still offered. A new building 
for the department of analytical chemistry was 
erected ; a debt of twenty-five thousand dollars was 
extinguished; and larg« additions were made to the 
funds of the college. During the administration of 
President Seard occurred the Civil War, Although 
a large number of tho students entered the military 
eervi'« — nearly three hundred of the non-groduatcs 
and graduates are on the university roll of honor — 
the number of students in tlie collie was not greatly 
legnened. A mural tablet in the chapel, procured by 
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the undor-grad nates of the university, appropriate!; 
CO mm em orates tlicir brothers who laid down ihdr 
lived for tbeir country io the snci'ed cause of the 
Uniou. 

Freaidcot Scars resigned iu 1867, and was suo 
ccetled, in 1868, by Rev. Dr. Alexis Caswell, who 
had long been connected with the college as a pro- 
fessor. Ho was then on the verge of thrcc-5(.-ore 
years nud ten, but he entered upoa his now rGS[K)asi- 
bilitica well equipped for iho task of uoiting more 
closely the friends of the collugo aad of coatiouiag it 
in its career of growing proaiKrity. 

Dr. Caswell retim! in 1S72, and w,-i3 Buccccded by 
Rev. Ezekiel G. Robinson, D. D., whose presidency 
of seventeen years marks an important ei'a in the 
history of the college. During that time the Juba 
Carter Brown Library Building was erected ; also 
tlie Slater Dormitory and Siiylos Memorial Hall. 
University Hall was renovated throughout. The 
Metialf estate, and a lot on Gcot^e Street, were 
added to the college property. Tlie funds of the 
university, which in 1872 were five hundred and 
fifty-two thonsuid four hundred and thirty dollars 
anioiinicd, in 1848, to nine hundred and sixty thou- 
Rand four hundred and eleven dollars, not including 
certain gifts which raised the total to one million 
eightccon thousand dullara. 

President Robinson's suwossor, Rev, E. Itcnj. 
Andrews, D. D., ia a son of the university, as were 
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his three immediate pt-edeccasors, and under liis direc- 
tion the various departments liave been greatly en- 
larged and strengthened, and its corps of inslriictors 
largely increased. Wilson Hall, the new gymnasium, 
and the Ladd Observatory, with tlieir equipments, 
Jiave been added to the other fine stnictui'cs belonging 
lo the univcrsiiy. In 18D1, the trustees voted to 
admit women to college examinaiions. In 1892, a 
woman's college was opi'ned, technically and legally 
under tlie univermty only so fiir as its examinations 
are oonoerued, yet in elfect a department of the nni- 
verutf. The whole number of students coDueotad 
with the university for the year 181)3-4 is the largest 
in its history, viz., six hundred and sixty-seven. Of 
tiiese, seventy-five are young women. 

CoLBT UNiVEBsmr.— Karly in the century the 
Baptists in the District of Alaino manifested a deep 
interest in educational matters. Many of the min* 
tsters, though familiar witli their Bibles, iiad not Ixnn 
trained in the sciiools. For tJie most part, liowevcr, 
they were conscious of tbeir poor equipment fur their 
work. In a circular letter prepared in 1807, tor the 
Bowdoinham Association, liev. Sylvanus Boardman 
diarocterized the Baptist ministry of the district as it 
very largely was at that time, when in a plea for the 
support of those whom the churches had called to 
preach, he spoko of their "want of education, not un- 
derstanding their mollicr tongue, comiwllcd to <Ievoto 
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tiieii' time to study, even to ubtaia a knowledge of iba 
Eagliah language sufficient to qualify them to aoquife 
knowledge in logic, maibcmatics, or philosophy." 

Three years later a plan was formed for the cstal^ 
lisbmeut. of an inBtitution for promoting liurary ami 
tlieological knowledge, and a couiiuittee wm clioscn 
at a meeting of the Bowdoinham Asiioeiation, in ISIO, 
to take into con sidt^ ration tlie propriety of petiuoniiig 
tlie General Conrt for i ucorpo ration, The cominiitce 
at the meeting of tlic Associition in 1811, I'ocom- 
meuded tiie appointmcai of a eommiitee to consider 
tiic matter more fiillv in coancction with a committee 
fi'om the Lincoln Association. Such a committee w.ii 
appointetl, and the churches were requested to obtain 
subscriptions t> promote the undertalciiig. Subse- 
qiieutly committees were appointed to secure an act of 
incorporation, and February 27, 1813, a charter, 
chiefly througli tlic influence of Rev. Daniel Merrill, 
of Sedgwick, was granted l)y the legislature of Massa- 
chusetts for a corporation under the title of tiia 
'■ President and Trnsiecs of tlic Maine Literary and 
Tiicological Institution." The institution was finally 
located at WaterviJlc, and iu February, 1818, Rev. 
Jeremiali Ciiaplin, of Danvers, Mass., was c!ectc<i 
jiroffssur of theology, and Uev. Irah Cliaso, of West- 
fonl, Vt,, was elected professor of languages. Mr, 
Chase, however, di<i not accept his aj)[>ointmcnt, but 
Mr, Ciiaplin remove^i to \Vaterville in June, 1818, and 
entered n|K>n liis work, bringing witli him several 
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theological atudeuts wbom he had iostructod at his 
home iu Danvors. A graduate of Brown Uuivei-sUy, 
lie kntiwthe value of a collegiate coiii'se as a prcparatlou 
for theological study, and lie was not long in coming 
to the conclusion that the work he had been called 
upon to do could best be ])crfoi'med bv giving tu the 
ioslituciou a collegiate character. The District of 
Maine having, in 1820, become an independent State, 
coU^iate powers were obtaiucd from the legislaturp 
ID that year, and Febrnary 5, 18'il,an act was passed 
authorizinc: the institniion to assninc the name of 
Waterrille College. Among the trustees, aad espe- 
cially in the churches and among the ministers in the 
State, there were those >vho deprecated the cliangc. 
The late ex-Preaident Champlin deemed it a great 
mistake at that early stage in the history of the insti- 
tution. '* Had the institution," he said,' " retained 
its ori^ual and more popular form lill thu afTuciions 
of the dcDoni! nation had crystalized around it, and 
the denomination itself had witlial grown so as to de- 
mand a college, I cannot but think that its history 
would have been different. In that case, the numer- 
ous churches which had been established throughout 
the State would have been strengthened by the supply 
of pastors adapted to their wants, and would have 
been ready, when at length it became a college, to 
rally around it with their affections and aid."* 

■Praiilfint Chftrnplio'i Hiitorical DUcourw, PiUieth Anni- 
TMM17 at Oolb/ UniTenilf, p. IT. 
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But the (lecUion hod bcca made, and aovr upon tlic 
trustees was imposed the duty of Belccting a presidciK. 
Rev. Daniel H, Bai'ncs, of New York, a (ji-ailitate of 
Uuion Cullc?ge, ami a dJBlinguislicd educator, was 
eicctcd president of tlie college in August, IS'Zl. Aa 
lie did not accept the nppoiutmeiu, Br. Chaplin, in 
Miiy, 1822, was unanimously elected to that oflioe. 
At the lir!<t commencement of the college, Sepiciubor 
14, 1822, George Dana Boardnian, who subsequently 
engaged in missionary service, was one of tlie two 
gi-aduates. 

Dr. Chaplin resigned the presidency in 1832, He 
had not accomplished all tliat he desired or all that 
he fett ho was able to accomplish. But he bnildeii 
better than he hne\v. At a time of special, almost 
desperate need, in tlie early history of the institution, 
he visited Portland with the hope of obtaiuint; help 
from a generons friend of the college. This time, 
however, his appeal was fruitless. The disappoini- 
racnt was weli-nigh overwlielmlng. He hncw no 
other pei'son to whom he could go, and deeply do- 
pressed he turned to leave i)ie house. As he went 
out of the dour, the thought of his heart leaped 
to his lips: "God bless Watcrville College!" The 
late Rev. S. B. Swairn, D. D., then doubtless a 
studeut in N'ewion Tliwlogtcal Institution (1830- 
1833), was in Portland supplying the pulpit of tho 
First Baptist Church, and overheard Dr. Chaplin's 
agonizing prayer while entering the house which tho 
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president was leaving. In 1S64, at a meeting in the 
Baptist churoli at Newton Centre, Mass., on tlic day 
of prayer for colleges, Dr. Swaim was present, and 
referred to tliis incident aa suggestive of lessons in 
harmony with tlie day. Mr. Gardner Colby, a 
weahli/ Boston mercliant, who was present, was im- 
pressed with the story and its application. He was 
a native of Maine, and in liis boyhood hrs mother, 
then. a widow, had lived in Watcrville, and Dr. 
Chaplin had befriended her in her struggle to support 
her iamily. As a Christian merciiuut be was in- 
terested in Christian education. From WaterviUe 
Collf^ there had come to Newton Theoli^ical In- 
stitution many promising studnnte wlio had become 
able and euccessful ministers of tlie gospel. When 
Dr. Swaim related this incident, the thought was 
flashetl into Mr. Colby's mind that he might do 
something for WaterviUe College, and in this way 
confera lasting benefit upon many a young man as poor 
as ho himself onoe was. That night, meditating upon 
his bed as be was wont to do, he at length said to his 
wife: "Suppose I give fifty thousand dollars to 
WaterviUe Collide." She favored the sn^estion, 
and the purpose ere long was formed. While in 
WaterviUe attending the commencement exercises of 
the ooll^, August 10, 1864, Mr. Colby addrenscd a 
note to President Champlin in which this purpose was 
expressed. There were conditions connected with the 
ofEer, it is true, but they were -wise ones, and they 
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were nobly met. TIig money in duo time camo iota 
tlictrensiiry of ilic collcgn. Tlttii fii^t gi^t was (oU 
lowed by otlicm, :iiid Mr. Culby's ^ifM to ibe iusli* 
tutiuii lip to the time of lild ileuib amouiitixl t» abaut 
two lutiidrcd tliuiiaaiid dollai'd. Best of all, be tiiflu- 
L'uced otlici-3, wlio likcwiso became generous bctu> 
lUctors of tlie institution, among them, notably, 
cx-Govcrnor Abner Cobiini, who, in addition to 
large gifta in hU Hfi^tiruc, bcjiieathcd iwo liniidral 
thousand dollars to ilio college; and to-day Colby 
University lias, in odditioD to its valuable grountU 
and biiildinjjs, a cash endowment of alxmt lialf a 
million of doUiirs. The jn-aycr af its first pi-csidciu, 
"God bless ^Vaterville Collei;u!" has been abun- 
dantly answered. The name of the insiitutiun wa5 
changed January 23, 1SC7, from Waterville College 
to Colby Univeriiity l>y an act of the legislature of 

Tlic followiu,:^ have been presidents of the collei^e : 
Jeremiah Cliai.liii, D. D., 18-22-1833; Itnfas B:ib- 
coek. D. D., 1833-1836; Robert E. Pattison, D. D.. 
1830-183!) i ElipliazFay,.V.M., 1841-1843; I>;ivid 
N. Sheldon, D. D., 1843-1853 ; Robert E. Pattison, 
D. D., 1854-1857 ; Jiimos T. ChampUn, D. D., 1857- 
1873; Henry E. Robins. D. I),, I87;i-1882; Gcoittc 
D. B. Pepper, D. D., 18S2-188t); Aibicn W. Small, 
Ph. D., 1889-1892; Beni.-ih L. Wiiitman, 1892. 
Tiic early prasidenCs of tlie eollege, with licaniy 
means, performed a noble service. Dr. Champlin 
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lately increased the funds of the college, and laid 
the foundatioD of its present posterity, Presidents 
Robins, Pepper, and Small, devoted tlieniselvoa siic- 
cesafuUy to llie development: of tliG coliego, and 
President Whitman, witli uatiriiig indnstry, ia con- 
tinuing tlie work. In 1871, the college waa opened 
to Toung women on the snrae terms as to young men. 
In recent years the immbDr of young women had in- 
creased so largely that in 1890 the trustees adopted the 
plan of co-ordInat€ education, and organized witliin 
the university a co-oi-dinate college for young women. 
The onmbsr of students for the year lS^3-i is the 
Urgest ia its history, viz., two hundred and uxteen; 
of these seventy-five are youi^ women. 

Newton Theological Issirnrnos. — The 
Massachusetts Baptist Education Society was organ- 
ized in connection with the annual meeting of the 
Boston Baptist Association, September 22, 1814. 
For some time the organization of such a society had 
been contemplated by several ministers; and Rev, 
Lutnus Bolles, of Salem, and Rev. Jeremiah Chaplin, 
of Danvers, afh:rward president of Waterville Col- 
lie, had made some progress in drafting a constitu- 
tion. The letter of the Second Baptist Chui-ch, in 
Boston, addressed to the Association that year, and 
written by Dr. Baldwin, also suggested " the propriety 
and importance of forming an education society to 
afford aid to those young brethren who are desirous 
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of engaging in liie ministry In obtaining literary 
and theological information." A coinmilice, coiwiM* 
ing of llev. Daniel Meriill, Rev. Liitlier Rice, ;inO 
Mr. Eiiflign Lincoln, was apjwiiitcd tu take tiie siil>> 
ject into consideration. Tlie appointment of Mr. 
Merrill, then of Notiingliam, N. H., formerly of 
Sedgwick, Me., is an indication that he was promi- 
nent in the movement. His part in tiie establishment 
of tiiG literary and tlicological in^titntion al Water- 
ville, afterward known as Waterville ColIeg>^, bos 
already been recorded. Indeed, bis interest i» ntini»- 
tei'ial education li:ui been evinced at .in earlier date in 
the formation at Sedgwicic of a society to promote 
theological e<lucation. Tiio report of the committee, 
of which Mr. Merrill was cli:iirman, recommended 
the formation of a society. The recommendation was 
adopted; officers « ere elected, and an address to ihc 
chiirclica by Rev. Jeremiah Cliaplin was issued. 

The executive committee of tliis society early had 
in contemplation the establishment of a theological 
seminary in tiie vicinity of Boston, In 18'25, in the 
eleventh annual report, the committee rcferrini: to 
this matter, saiti: "Your committee arc now con- 
vinced that tlie time lias arrived to build this part of 
the Lord's honse. Although attempts have been 
made to cslabtisii thcoiogtcal de)>art[nenta in connec- 
tion with two of our colleges and some success has 
attcndeil them, yet your committee are of tiic opinion 
that a theological iiiHtitution established bv itself 
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alone, where the combined powers of two or three or 
more mea of ezpencncc, and men of Gud, can be em- 
jiloyed in iustructing and forming tlio mauuei'd ami 
bubits and character of yuutig men for the work of 
the ministry, is greatly to be preferred. They had, 
therefore, appointeil two aiib-committeea — one to draw 
up a general plan for an. institution and inquire con- 
ccruing a suitable placR for its location ; autt tlie Otlicr 
to solicit donations and Subscriptions, both of which 
have made some progress." One of the colleges to 
which reference is made in this extract was Watcrville 
College, and the other was Columbian College, Woah- 
ington, D. C, ojiened in 1322. 

The commitlec appointed to select a suitable site 
for the institution fixed upon the Peck estate at New- 
ton Centre, Mass., about eight miles from Boston. 
This estate comprised eighty-five acres of land, with a 
large mansion on a hill commanding un extensive 
prospect. Tiie cost of the property was four thousand 
two hundred and fifty dollars, and necessary altcra- 
tioDS in the mansion house were made at an expense 
of three thousand sevcji hundred and foity-eight dol- 
lars, 60 that the i>remises, when ready for occupancy, 
cost seven thousand nine hundred and ninety-eight 
dollars. This amount was contributed by thirty per- 
sons and one nii^ionary society. The institution, 
known as Newton Theological Institution, was opened 
October 28, 1825, and the act of incorporation was 
approved February <22, I82G. Eleven trustees were 
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named in the act : Josepli GrrAfttin, Lticms Bollcs, 
Daniel Siiarp, Jonathan Going, Bela Jacubs, Cbenczer 
NcIsoQ, Fmucis WaylanJ, Jr., aud Henry Jackmn, 
clergymi'Q ; and Ensign Lincoln, Jonathnii Bachellcr, 
and Nathaniel R. Cohb, laymen. 

The fii'st meeting of the trustees was held in Boston, 
March 13, 1826. At that time the act of incor|H>ra- 
tion was acccpttid, a profiissorship of biblical theology 
was established, and liev. Irah Chose, who had been 
(xtnucctcd Willi Culumbiao College in the department 
of theology, was elected professor. At the annual 
meeting in Newton Centre, September 14, 1825, 
Henry J, Ripley was elected professor of biblical 
litcratitrc and [Kistural duties. Six years later tiiis 
professorship was divided, and Rev. James D. 
Knowles, ])astor of the Second Baptist Chui-ch, in 
Boston, was elected professor of pasLoral duties. In 
1836, Barnas Scai-s was elected professor of ccclcsios* 
tical Jiifltory; and in 1839, Horatio B. Hackelt was 
made professor of biblical literature and intcrpreta- 
tion. 

Professor Knowles, author of the Memoirs of Mrs, 
Ann H. Judsou, on i-etnrning from a visit to New 
York, early in May, 1838, was stricken with confluent 
smali-pox, and died May 9, at the age of forty years. 
His grave is on the institution grounds, a little in rear 
of Stiirtevaiit Hall. Professor Cliaso, born in Strat- 
lon, Vt., October 5, 1793, was prominent in deter- 
mining the character of the institution. As Dr. 
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Baron Stow once eaiil : " He wna the central raovei' in 
tlie enterprise of foundini; k, and aroiintl liim tUe 
friendly elements crystalizt'd and coalesced. Tlie 
plan of the inatitntion was iiis, and scarcely a prin- 
cipal featnre in its organization has been changed. 
For twenty years liis labors as jirofcssor were un- 
wearied and self-denying, anil ihroiigfa all the anbse- 
qiient years, he never Altered in its support, or in 
hopo of its perpcCnity. So long as Ne\vton Institution 
flhiill remain it will bear the impress of his formative 
hand." Professor Ripley, accurate in scliolarship and 
a saint in character, served the institution in its vuri- 
oiifl departments vitb the utmost faithfulness thirty- 
four rears. Dr. Sears, afterward president of Brown 
University, came to the institution on hia return from 
Germany, where he had become familiar with the 
most fiimoua scliolara of that country. " He made 
his pupils feel the greatness and the richness of the 
treasures to be nought in the domain of inspired truth. 
The peculiar charm of hia teaching wad due iu part to 
hia enthusiasm, in part to his confidence in the ability 
of his pupils to judge for themselves, and in part to 
hia habit of pointing out and commending to them 
the sources of knowledge." Dr. Hackett had achieved 
distinction as a classical instructor at Brown Univer- 
sity. But while at Newton he became widely known 
as an interpreter of the sacred Scriptures. Indeed, in 
his department he had no e<iual on this side of the sen. 
" Few men have excelled him iu the chissronm. His 
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preparation for it was uulformlr t1i(>i'oui;[i, Tvliilu tiic 
miijio of liis voice, tlic riuliiicss of his thoiigiit, a.nd the 
Iwauty of Ilia language, raoveii aud obarmuU those who 
were unilcr his cuitioii." 

In order lo provide accoiainodatioiis for the iiicrcod- 
iiig Diiiuber of atuduim, a. L-omtuittt.-e ^rad ap|K)iuted, in 
1S27, to secure a plan for a new building and uls» 
funds tor iw erection. In 1820 the trt-asHrer rcpont-d 
that the building, Farwell Ilidl, had been erecicif at 
an expense of ten thousand tive hundred aud Dincly- 
four dollars and twelve ceau. Additiuoa to tins fnnib 
of the instirntion were made from time to time, Xa- 
tbaniel Cobb, Levi Farwoll, and Jonathan B.iehi;llcr, 
three of its earlier patrons, giving at ditferunt times, 
in nearly equal sums, the aggregate of fifty-seven 
thousand one imudr'^d ami fit'iy dollars. It was at 
length decided cu auenipr to raise ojie hundred thousand 
dollars as a permanent fund, and as the result of suu- 
seriptioiis obcaiueii by Rev. Horace T. Love, why wui 
ap[)oin[ed tiuaneial agent, February 2-i, 1S5'2, there 
was adiled to the funds of tliu in-^tiintion one hLuidr<?iI 
and seventeen tiiousand two hundred and twentv- 
eight dollars and thircy-ci'^'ht eeiits. Of this amount 
one hundred tlion*ind dollars was sot ap;irt as a per- 
manent funtl, of whieh ten tiiousand dollars was 
designated as a iihraiy I'und. At the deditsitinn of 
Colby Hall — ereet.'ii at a cost of nearly forty timusand 
dollars— in IStJO, it was stai.-d by Dr. Stow tliat the 
instituiion was free from debt, had eiglitv acres of 
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land mih its butldiDgs, a permanent endowment of 
one hundred thousand dollars, and a few endowed 
ecbolarahips; und Dr. Smw added: "But nut until 
the library gliall have been lai^cly increased, and nti 
additioiuit building for students' rooms created, and 
one hundred thousand dollars added to tiie endowment, 
can tlie iuatiiulioa be regarded as suitably provldi'd 
for." 

lu Doceniber, 1867, it was decided that at least 
one hundred and fifty thousand dollars should be 
raised as an additional cndotvment. In December, 
1869, the services of Rev. W. R. Eaton, D. D., were 
secured for the purpose of raising tliese needed funds. 
lo this work Dr. Eaton liad the assistance of several 
interested members of the Board of Trustees, among 
tbem Gurduer 0)lby and Hon. J. Warren Merrill; 
sod the sum of two hundred and cleveu thousand four 
hundred and four dollars iu subscriptions, varying 
from one dollar to eighteen thousand dollars was 
obtained. 

In 1870-71, Farwcll Hall was enlarged by tlic ad- 
dition of a mansard i-oof and other alterations, at an 
ezpenae of twelve thousand dollars. In tb« following 
year a dormitory and dining hall, known as Sturte- 
vant Hall, was erected at a cost of nearly forty 
thousand dollars, more than half of which was con- 
tributed by the late B. F. Sturtevant, of Jamaica 
Plains, About this time a gymnasium was erected 
and the old nuin«on house was taken down. 
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Since 1380, tbe sciiolarsiiips of the institution have 
been increased to forty-tiTo (forty-two thoiisaud dol- 
lars); a pro fesdo call ip of elocution luis been estab- 
lislied (fifty thou^dd dollara); ilie library fund haa 
bucn iiicratsetl from ten thouaind dollars to twcoty- 
two thousiind four tiundi'ed and fifty dollars; also^ 
sixty thousand dollars lias been added to tbo {>crma- 
nent fund by two be>]ne$t3, and a S[)ecial becjueat of 
twenty thousand dollars for a new library building 
will soon be available. 

Prominent among the professors who liavv nu^ 
ceeded those already memioiu-d, and have already 
finislicd their labors, are Robert E. Pattison, D. D., 
Kev. Albert \. Arnold, D. D., Rev. Arthur S. Train, 
D. D., Rev. Heiuau Lincoln, D. D., Rev. S. L. 
Caldwell, D. 0., and Rev. O. S. Stearns, D. D. 

Dr. Aivah Hovey, who was gmduated at Newton 
in 1848, and was elected a tutor in Hebrew in 1849, 
and pi'ofessor of clinrcli liistory in 1853, became 
professor of tlioolo;;y and Ciiristian cthici in 18-55 ; 
and tliis position he still holds. In ail these yt-ars 
bis .service-, in bfhall' of the institution have been of 
the highest value. Thorou-h scliolarsl.ip, unfailing 
candor and willinguess to follow whithersoever the 
truth le.ids, have oiiai-actcrizcd his career as an in- 
structor; and iiis pupils have found in him not only 
a helpful teacher but a dcli;^btful friend. His pul>- 
lishcd wri'inijs, whicii are numerous, have given him 
a wide rcput^uioii as a theologian and .luiiior. Siiiet> 
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18SS, Dr. Hovey has been president of the inntitu- 
tion. 

More than eleven humlretl sCudcnta liavc already 
availeil theraselvcfl of the advaniagca that Ne*v- 
toa affords. Thrce-fourtha of this number have 
served as pastors of churches in our own land. Many 
of these have held, or are sUll holding, inipurtaat 
positions, and most of them liave proved themselves 
iLsefuI ministers of the Lord Jesus Christ. A large 
number have done huroic service as mi3.SLonaric3 in 
forci;;u lauds. Some have served as presidents of 
colleges and theological seminaries, or as professors in 
Budi institutions. The wisdom of the founders in 
csublisbing this school of the prophets has be<o abund- 
antly justified. 

Other Theological Inshtdtions. — The Bap- 
tists of New Hampshire, iu 1825> founded the " Kew 
Hampton Literary and Tbcnlogieal Institution" at 
New Hampton. It was designed to furnish instruc- 
tion in the higher branches of English studies, to pre- 
pare young men for college, and especially to provide 
theoI<^cal instruction oilapted to candidates for the 
ministty whose circumstances would not allow an 
extended course of study. Bev. B. F. Famsworth, 
D.D.,was its first principal and professor of theology. 
Bev. £. B. Smith, D, D., who was a member of the 
first chuB tliat was graduated at Newton Thologicd 
Institution, succeeded to the principftlship on the resig- 




I 

'BLOP-MEST OF EDUCATIONAL WORK. 189 

nadoo Dr, Farnswoitli, and eiitcre<l iipou liU duiies 
in M 1834. In 1838, Rev. J. Xcwton Brown, 
T>. D., WHO 'lc as; feasor of tlieolo-ry, axid 

discbfti^ t ofHcn iiDtil 1845, when 

he wu m. oca Upham, D. D. In 

the &U ( >i of inadcqiiato financial 

support, t movcti to Fairfax, Vt. 

The N< luiun, transferred from 

New Hmp' i 'fax,'Vt., was re-ojMncd 

Angnst 3t ; anii-ol of a corporation 

known as tiie Aorti ational Union. It was 

ihe understanding that - icople of Fairfax wonK! 

provide biiildiii^i for the iustiiiition, an endowment 
of Iweuty thousand dollars would be provided by 
its friends elsewhere. The buihlings wore soeurcd, bnt 
the available endowment was only about six thou- 
sand dollars. In addition to the theological depart- 
ment, there was an academical department for both 
sexes. Tlie large coi-ps of teachers involvctl e.x- 
jieiiscs beyond the income, Diiferences as to 
methods of admtiiisti'ation arose, and the endow- 
ment was not completed. In October, 18G0, 
President E. B. Sniilli resigned, and Rev. James 
Upham, D. D., m'SlS made his successor. He held the 
presidency until 18G6, when he also retired. After 
Dr. Upham's resignation the iiistitution continued its 
work under a succession of teachers, but with gradu- 
ally waning popularity. If it could have bad adequate 
financial support it would doubtle^ have had a pros- 
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pcrous history. Id fact, with its meagre support it 
occompIiBhed much good, and was a blessing to tlie 
Baptist eliiirclies in Vermoni. 

The (lissatisfaclion iu Maine, occasioned by the dis- 
continuance of the ihcological department in Wattr- 
ville College, culminated in the establishment of the 
ThomastoD Theological Institution, at Thomaston, 
Me., in 1838. Dea, Xehemiah Boyntoa was elected 
treasurer, and Kev. Amariali Kaliock, eecrctary, while 
Kcv. Calvin Newton wan made profe.ssor of Hebrew 
and Biblical Theology, and Lorenzo B. Allen, A. M., 
teacher in the preparatory depailmenL Prof. Newton 
vraa subseqoently elected president of the institutiuu ; 
and in 1840, Rev. .Tamca Upham became professor of 
orionta] and biblical literature. In 1841, both Presi- 
dent Newton and Mr. Upham resigned; and Bev. 
Enoch Hutchinson toolc the place of both ; but it wag 
already evident that the institution bad no future, and 
its doors were soon pcrmaneutly closed. 



AcADEioES. — Of other Baptist educational ins^tn- 
tioofl in New England only brief mention can be made. 
In Maine there aro four academies or classical schools 
of a high grade, all tributary to Colby University, 
vix. : Hebron Academy, at Hebron, iucoi^wratcd Feb- 
niary 10, 1804 ; Cobum CUssicol Institute, at Water- 
vill^ formerly Waterville Academy, founded in 1829, 
incorporated in 1842 ; Bicker Classical Institute, at 
Honlton, formerly Houlton Academy, incorporated 
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ill 18-17; and Higjins Classical Institute, at Cliarii-s- 
ton, formGi-l/ Cliarlcdiou Aoadetuy, founded iu 1 837, 
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moorporai - 
amounting 
forty tboi' e 1 

eighty-ail ' 

city amoi 
of fifty-aevw.. ..loi 
dollars and sixty- 
tiitc has pro])erty 
and a fund of thim 
seventy-two dollars ant 
sical Institute has propcrl 
dollars, ami a fund of tv 



■' roa Academy lias projwny 
i]d dollara, itiid a fund of 
and eixly-tn'o dollars and 
'losdical Institute has piii|>< 
iiisand dollafs, and a fund 
' hundred and nincty-tuo 
Lfi ; Kickei' Classical Iiiati- 
g to fifty thousand dollars, 
lusand eight hundred and 
[cen cents; Hi^ins Chis- 
r-amouutin<^ to ten thousand 
entv-[\vo tiionsanJ six liiin- 



drod and tivcntv-ouc dollars and nincty-fuur cents. 
Tlio four institutions have projicrCy amounting to one 
hundred und fifty thousand dollars, and a pcrmaiieui 
fnud, in the hands of the treasurer of Colby Univer- 
sity, of one hundred and titirty-scvcn thousand one 
hundred and forty-nine dollars and fifty-nine (X'nts. 
Tlic close relation which thcnc iustitntions sustain to 
Colhy University is mutually bcneliciiil. The Univer- 
sity is in constant toiic-h witli the academies, and tiie 
academics, year hy year, furnish students in increasing 
numbers for tlie University. TJic educational system 
of tlie Buptists of Maine has been highly commended 
by pi-omincut educators throughout t!tc country. 

Under the auspices of ihc Newport Baptist Asso- 
ciation a charter, dated July 4, 1837, was obtained 
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for " The New London Academy," at New London, 
N. H. President Hovey, eo long connected witK 
Newton Theological Institution, woa one of tlie early 
teachers in the academy. But the iasticuiioii had no 
endowment, and !n a few years its doors were closed. 
After tbe removal of the New Hampton Institntiou 
to Vermont, the Baptists of New Hampshire, under 
the charWr of " Tlie New London Academy," which 
was now amended by the legislature, organized " Tiie 
New London Literary and Scientific Institution," 
which was opened to Rtiidents August 27, 18<i3. 
During the year 1866-57, an endowment fund of 
twenty-five thousand dolhrs was secured. An addi- 
tiomil fund of one hundred tliousand dollars, for 
building and other purposes, was raised in 1868-69. 
The permanent fund wus enlarged in 1876, Mrs. 
Jomca B. Colgate, of New York, a daughter of ex- 
Governor Colby, contributing to the fund tliirty-five 
thousand dollars. About this time, as a recognition 
of the interest of the Colbys in the institution, its 
corporate name was changed to Colby Academy. 
With its added facilities the academy continued to 
flourish. The beautiful academy building, however, 
was burned April 25, 1892; but a new building, 
with modem improvements, is to take its place on or, 
hefore Jannaiy 1, 1896. Meanwhile, the other build> 
iogs of the institution have been put in good order, 
tnd tbe academ/, with an efficient corps of instructors, 
continues its excellent work. The permanent fund 
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of the sLcadomy, at the prescut time, is eiyliiy-aix 
tlioufiand dollars, and tlici-e is a scholarship fund of 
twcnty-oiw> '"— 

Ai the lou Couvcutioa in 1831, a 

Board of i fi was appointed " to taka 

measures (< iry institutioo" in tiioc 

Siate. 1 or i the founding at BntO' 

(Ion, in It) oi' <' > Literary and Scientllie 

IiisiituiioD. it work for a while, hut 

lacking adequate » uacfiilucss was nut lunj[ 

continued. The Leiui idii and Classical School 

at Townshend, waa foui.-.v-. ... 183J. Tiic Elaolc River 
Academy, at Lmilow, was foundud in 1835, and the 
Dci-by Literary Iiisututc, now Dorhy Academy, at 
Derby, was incorporated in 183i). These earlier in- 
stitmions lucked a siiitible endowment, and at the 
convention in 1869 attention was called to the import- 
ance of founilinij and endowing a first-class academy 
in the State. The matter was referred to a committee, 
and in a report in 1870, and also in 1871, llie matter 
was still further cnnsidei-cii, A Board of Tnisteca was 
appointed by tiie cimvcntion with instructions to 
found the institution and rais; an endowment of one 
hundred thousand didiars. The anuonnccment that 
the endowment wa* completed was made Sopteralwr 
12, 1873, and the village of Saxton'a Itivcr was 
selected as the scat of the institution. VcrmuoC 
Academy, incorpoi-ated i[i 1872, was opened Septem- 
ber 6, I87C, ia a private honsc. About thirty>six 



194 inSTOBY OF BAPTISTS IN NEW EXr.LAXD. 

acrca of land were secured for the academy ground, 
aud tiie erection of suitable buildings was cummeiiced. 
A lari^e farm adjoining the campus lias lecfiitly bt-en 
added to tlie acatleniy [iropcrtv. Tlic Academy baa 
iioNv six fine brick buildings, also a library building 
(if Stone, ajid otlier buildings, giviug ic witii libraiy, 
iipparacus, etc., a first-clas.^ equipment for its work. 
A building for scientific purposes and a new armory 
and gymna.iiuia arc to be added Witli ica classical, 
English, ecieutific, tccliitical, and military de[)ail^ 
ments, the Vermont Aca<Iemy is doing for its students 
of boUi sexes a noble service, it iios property to ilio 
value of one hundred and fifty thousand dollars, be- 
adca ltd endowment. 

Pierce Academy, at Middlcboro, Mass., was ibnndcd 
ia 1808, but was not incorporated until 1836. For 
many years it liad a high reputation as a college pre- 
paratory school ; but ivithout a suitable endowment it 
was unable to maintain its position, and was closed 
about the year 1870. 

Worcester Academy, at Worcester, Mass., was in- 
corporated in 1834, as tlie Worcester Couuty Manual 
Labor High School. It failed to secure adequate 
finoncud support^ and for many years its patronage 
was chiefly local. In 1864, it had property of the 
value of thirty-three thousand dollars. Added funds 
were raised, a new site was secured in 1869, and 
Worcester Academy entered upou a career of growing 
prosperity. Kew buildings have been added from 
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time tu time, tlie eado;vn]ent has been largely lit' 
creased, nnd witb it^ ample equipment, and first-clas 
insLi'L icpnrtiuents, the institudoi 

takes I'a schouU of its class iu Xen 

Eti^iam : if Massacliiiscits, in placing 

Worucsu:! il( good fitianclal basis, lutvc 

availed :iV vorahlc oppurtiiiiity to sola 

and ht>»i in clucational jrasitioti. The 

Acatl( -AS rty to the amoimt of fuui 

htmdi sai and Las a permaomit farid 

of one hundred ani. lousand dollars. 

The Baptist? of MjA-iachusotts for many years sus- 
tained the Slielbiiriio Falls Academy, tlie Townscnd 
Female Scraiuary, the Charlestowii Female Seminar)-, 
and die Worcester Female College. Tlieso liad lj 
permanent funds and their influence gradually de- 
clined. 

The Connectient Literary Institution, at SuiHeUl, 
Conn., was cstablislied in 133^, and incorpoiuted in 
1835. At Iii-st, only young men were .idmiitcd. In 
1843, the institution was opened to yonng ladies, and 
a ladies' building was erected in 1845. This was 
burjiod in 1871, and a larger building took its place. 
The institution has h:id able instructors, and its his- 
tory is one of which tlie Baptists of Connecticut 
have reason to be proud. It possesses proi>erty to 
llic amount of one hundred and twenty-live tboiL^atid 
dollars, and lias a permanent fund of forty thousand 
dollar^i. 
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liui dred ant] foity-nine ; and tlic membership of tlic 
two liiindroil and sixiy-unc cliiii'clics, in 1840, was 
twcniy tliousand fc ced and ninety. During the 

next decade the r wei-e not so large, but the 

two thousand at baptisms repurted in 1S43, 

and the two thons hundred and sixty-foiir in 

1844 — the largest i by baptism to the Bapttat 

cliurches in Mai y single year — carried tlic 

membership of t les to the bigbest number 

tliey have yet ri iz., twenty-three thousand 

eight hundred anu During the rcnuiadcr of 

the decade there weru constant losses, more than a 
tliousand indeed in the year following the groat in- 
gathering; and the statistics for 1850 give two hun- 
dred and ninety-live churches and nineteen thousand 
eight hundred and fifty members. The great revival 
of 1808 brought nearly as many additions to the 
cliurchcsas were reported in 1844, viz.. two thousand 
four hundred and fifty-live, and in 18C0 thew were 
in the State two iiundrod and seven ty-eiglit cburchea 
and twenty-one thousand three huiidred and cighlv 
members. There were no great revivals in tho rest 
decade, the period of the Civil War and the Iwi^'in- 
ning of Rccousi ruction. In 1870, tiiere were two 
hiindre<l and si.\ty-five cluircbcs with nineteen thou- 
sand iliree haudre<l and fifty-one members. During the 
next det'adc tlic number of baptisms in a single year 
cxccciled one thousand only twice : one thou^iand two 
hundred and fcventy-tbroe in 1877, and one thousand 




§omr huidnd and 



Other **''E™" bodies in Maine sbo rrpoil lasses 
ia membenbipi The lut United States Ccdsds 
•biMred oolr a iligfatgain — twelve thoosuid one hun- 
dred and fiftr — in popolanon in Maine irom 1880 to 
1890, but tliat part of the popaUttoo included under 
"native born" was aerro tbonsuid nine bandred 
and twen^-agfat leas in 1890 than in 1880; while 
during this tluie the forcign-bom popiilitlion, largely 
Freodi Roman OBtholics, increased twenty tliousnnd 
and eeventy-dgbt, or thirty-rour and teo-hiindredtha 
per cent. The conditions are not the same, there- 
Ssn, as in the first three-quarters of the century. In 
dinrch work, however, the Baptist churches in Maine 
have not been leaa active than formerly, and they 
were never so well equipped for cfiWive service oa at 
tbe present time; while in Christian bcncvolenoo 
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re has been a most gratifying advnnoe. The tabh 
:lie accompanying footuoto gives the total benevu- 
ons of I Baptist churches in Maiiip 
■le Miunta for tlio decade 1884-1893. 
: two Aasi iations wliich embraced tlw 
lies in 'i c when the century opened 
now twelve ciatiom^, as indicated IwlowJ 
line Bajiiii Hionaiy Society, which mu 

I in 1804, \ ncorporated in 1823. But 
I 0. movement ^^u: n progress for the ot^nisa- 

tioti 01 a State Convention. This was eSccted in 
1824, under ilie name of tlie Maine Bajitist Conven- 
tion. As one oliject of the Convention was " to afTuid 
some clTectLial assistance to feeble and dcsiitnt<: 
chui-chos," tiici'e were now two organizations in tlir 
State receiving miasioiiary funds and appointing and 
supporting^ missionaries. The question was soon 
raised, therefore, wliclhcr this work could not be 
more economically and successfully managed by a 
ci.neculration of ellon. At ihc annual meeting ,.( 
tlm Clin vein iiiu in 1828, a committee was accordinirlv 



' ISHl, ftl:i.!i50: lSd.-..S13,S-23; ISSO, fl8.2ll ; 1SK7, (la^^.O; ISNi 
Sai.Oill; I8S3. ?20,19a; 1800, $24,227; 1891, 821.003; 1802. S22, 1 ij , 
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' Yi'rk (ITTil;, Bow Jo in ham (1787), Lincoln (180J), Cunil>ci- 
bnd_( 18111, Pfinobicnt (1826), Ovf'.rd (1820i, Kennobuc (ISSOl 
Ilniiiock <18u), Wii-.hini;toii a8.'U>), Pitcutiiquis (lA'TJI, Dmiu 
rificottii (181,1), nn-l Arnr,,t,i(ik MSSS). In llio re-ntriinftemi-Q 
of iiuidulional lino* in lWi2, Wi.lilo (I82r>) nml Snco Rive 
(lSl2)wtra.lr,>pi.f,l. 
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uppainbei to oonfer with the Board of tin tSaioa 
Btptiat MintoiHuy Bodetv with refereooe to a nnioa 
of operatioiit. It wu finoJIv agreed ** to petitioo tho 
Dezt l^isUtura for an ut of incorporation of the 
Convendon lo lieu of the aet of iooorporation of the 
vid Miflnonaiy Sodefy." For some reaaoo this was 
not effected, bat the legislatare granted a separate act 
of inooipontion, Mardi 10, 1830, and each body was 
oontinned ander a separate charter. Finimdal ent- 
barnusmeot at length overtook the Convention, and 
in 1840, it was voted at the annnal meeting " that 
the Maine Baptist Missonarj' Society be considered 
the sole organ of our domestic missionary opei'a- 
tions," and the treasurer of the Convention was 
instructed to pay to the treasurer of tliat Society 
whatever sums of money he might have in hia hands 
after settling all just claims against the treasury. 
Thenceforward, fur more than a quarter of a century, 
the Convention attempted no missionary work, but 
Iield its annual meetings and discussed subjects of 
general interest to the denominatiou of the State, or 
the cause of Christ and humanity at large. Tn 18^6, 
in both nrganizatioiis, committees were appointed 
with refcnatee to a union of the two bodies, and these 
committees reported in favor of a union as both prac- 
ticable and desirable ; but when the final action was 
to be taken, in 1859, oppoulion iinexiKctcdly was 
manifested, and the nintter was indefinitely postponed. 
But there were tiiose wito dearly saw tliat the strength 
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aD<l cfScienoy oC the dcnommatlonal work in t}ie Sint< 
would be gi-eatly iiicreusgd by a tintoQ of the t>ri 



organizations; ai 
bodies m 18flG, me; 
from the Icgislatui 
ol}tained, tho act 
and at the aniiuul > 
Missiooary Socipt 
cepted sud the 
entered upon ita 
fund at this time was 



ic annual meeting of boil 
were adopted for accurinj 
iiitabic charter. This wat 
pproved l'"cbruary C, 1867, 
: of the Convention and iIk 
at year, tlte cliarmr wasao- 
itist Missionary Convcutioi 
:nt work. The peroianeiil 
» thoueaod dollars. Fundi 
in increasing aiims began to flow into thi; Conven- 
tion treasury. In 1886, the perinaiiont fund was 
twenty-one thousand four hundred and two dollars 
and sis cents, and tlie Convention owned real estate 
valued at twenty tliousand doUari. In 1887, there 
was added themuuiiiceLit legacy of Governor Cobuni, 
amounting to one liuiidred thousand dollars, and 
for several yaai's enlarged appropriations were made 
for removing chnrch debts, building or remodeling 
houses of worship, and in providing in various ways 
permanent improvements. The appropriauuns lor 
missionary purposes, and salaries and expenses of 
Becretary and missionary agents since 1867 have b>.vii 
(to 1303 inclusive) one hundred and eighty-niDe thou- 
Kind one Imndred and tifiy dollars and forty-eight 
cents. 

The Maine Uaptist Education Society ^vaa or^aized 
in Waterville, August 17, 1819. A constituiiou was 
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tmmytaa bttr t^ Saaetj nud 'dut tW SiUiM 
B^ds EdaotMB SaaMv' be ia fioan anxUiuv to 
Ar Xslkn B^QM Edaorif Sodetr*** ^ ** ^^ 
oa be doM wMitepriy with dtc 1^ i^t* «f lU 
Msiae XbfdiC EdntatinB Sotietr as ui iacorynNrnta^ 
bodjr." BrhtMfT with dw Xordtera Baptbt Siluok* 
tioa Sodetj were fiaaUr disnived in 18^ aD«l tinoa 
tint tiaie tbe Maiae B^itist Edoadoo Sdoictr has 
cortjaaed il> bdpAil work. In 188S, the diiMton 
oftbeSoaetrwereaotboriaedtoaMnrean amendnMOt 
to the act of iajofporatiop m that young wom«u wbo 
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j>ose to ciigngc iu missionary or other religion 

:k could be included amoug the beneficiaries of tin 

ills anid ituit received tlic sigiintiirt 

1-, l'\'l y 19, 1889. Tlic by-Iowi 

:ieiy lia\- uca ttiuuiidcd, luakiu'; it tb« 

9ocl«y, 1 miy to giva beneficiary aid, 

^ J I'uiTiier ir pi'opci" and legal waya oui 

I > interetit in State"; and ilie EUucatioD 

!Cps in clo^ia cli with liie various educa- 

I instiuuiuns in tue under Baptist controL 

}; rotu the btigiuning of its work tbc society has aidod 

more than two hundred j'oting men in a coarse of 

training for the C'lirisciuu ministry, in 1S03, iliu 

permanent fund of the society was four thou.-and 

seven liinulred dullars. 

The Maine Baptist Cliaritabic Society, incorporated 
May 8, 1876, is designed to aid indigent Baptist 
ministers who have rendei-cd valuable services to 
Baptist clnircOies in Maine, and also the widows of 
suoh minislc'i-s. It has continued its licncficent work 
from year to year, and lias now a fund of three thou- 
sand two hinidred duliars. 



Ix New IlAMi>»iiii(£. — The i 



■y activity 



of the Bajitists of Xew Hampshire, in the early jiart 
of the century, adtWi to their numbers and iniliiencc. 
In 1828 tlici-e were seventy Baptist cliurclioa in ihe 
State, witJi four thousand six hundred and thii-ty- 
seven members. In 1830, tbcic were ciglity-four 
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clmrclies, and the membership had increased to five 
tlioiisaiid one hundred and thirly-eight. In 1840, 
tlic number of baptisms repoi'tcd was one thousaud 
and forty-two, and there were connected witli tlie 
one hundred and three churches nine thousand fivo 
hundred and fifty-seven merabcrs. In 1843, the 
number of baptisms was one thousand two liundrcd 
and seventy-two, the largest in the history of the 
denomination in the Siatc, and the membership was 
increased to ten thousand £ve hundred and tliirty-fivc. 
Of the one hundred and seven churches in the State, 
at least sixty-five that year reported revivals. In the 
following year there were one thonsand one hundred 
and seventy-four baptisms, but in do uugle year since 
has the number reached one thonsand. Id fhct, tlio 
membership of ihe churches declined from ten thou- 
sand six hundred and forty-seven, in 1841, to eight 
thousand five hundred and twenty-five in 1858, the 
year of the great revival, when six hundred and 
eighty-six baptisms were reported. So ki^ a mem- 
bership was Dot again reported until 1875,— in 1870, 
there were eighty-seveu churches and eight thousaod 
one hundred and fifty-six memhers,^wlien there were 
connected with the eighty-six churches, eight thoD- 
sand five hundred and ninety-seven members. In 
1877, and in the three following years, the member- 
ship exceeded nine thonsand ; but in the decade from 
1880 to 1890, the membenhip reached nine thousand 
only once, vis., in 1880, when there were eighty-four 
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cburchea and nine tlioiisaiid and eevcnty-seveu mcni- 
bcra. In ' e eighty-two clmrolies witb 

eight tlio K" Irod and sevcniy-oiic mom' 

bers. Ill II ; tlio niiinlKr of membcn 

^vas increasea to laand two hundred niid six, 

and the churcht^ tty-thrc«; and in 1802, tlK 

cliurclios had inc »ill further lo eij^hty-fivc, 

and the mt^mbcra thoii3an<l two hundred and 

eit;hty-twi>, the 1e iraber rc[M)ricd since 184fi. 

According to the a for 1803, the membership 

of the New Hnmitstiii i]>[ist chiirclies is ninv thou- 
Kuid foiu' liuiidi'cd atul forty-four, and ibc number of 
chiirclio* is ci^lay-fivp. 

It sliutilii be addud that the Unite<I Slates Consiis 
of 1890 reports a gain of three thousand four hniidrcd 
and ninety- til rce in t!ic native-born poimlatiou in 
Now Hampsliirc during llie preceding decade. Tiic 
conditions of growili, tliorfforc, were a liltlo more 
favorable than in Maine, where, during the same 
period, tiicrc was a los.s. At the same time it sImuKI 
be notiroil that llio ecnsus also shows that the fon-i^^n- 
Lorn pi>pulatioii of NcwHampsliirc increased tweiuy- 
six thousand and forty-six during the decade, 1S80 
to 1890. 

At the ojiening of tlie century some of the Xeir 
Hampshire cliurebcs were connected with Associations 
in other States. The Meredith As-soeiation was or- 
piuiwtl in 17)J0. Oilier Assoeiatious have followe<l; 
Dublin (1809), Salisbury (1818), Portsmouth (IS28), 









]filftid(lttQ^niHe«pott(lttf)^ ThftboMmlait 
i— tfihiitiuM cf ikm BKp6a(t§ rf Htwr Hm^Amw fiu*' 
wSth fntifyiBK afidaMe «f tiMir inleml in dM vm- 
0M CBlefprint in wUdi &• iVnmnimfMBn hcp g i gc cL* 
TIm in* ofyunaitioo «f m genend diaraeter cfl^^ 
bgr dM Bifliito 9t Kar Hkmpriiira^ vw die Kar 
Htnuwhif Bq^dit DosMitie ICtmi Society whieb 
c M ii litHft Hi at Goooofd, June % 1819. The 
ibem vera to pey oae doDer a jmr^ or noi^ and 
Ike finids of die Soeietf woe to be expended in em- 
ploying missionaries in die State or'^sewiiere, as die 
members of die Board should determine. Hie New 
Hampshire B^dst Convention was organized in 
1825, and in die following year, under die name of 
die Baptist Convention of the State of New Ham^v 
shire^ an act of incorporation was obtained, whicli 
was accepted at a meeting held in New London, 
June 27, 1826. ** It was then voted that the del^atcs 
whose names are mentioned in the act of incorporation 
do form themselves into a Convention under the name 
of the Baptist Convention of the State of New Hamp- 
shire"; and the earlier organization was dissolved. 
There were now two societies in the State, having the 
same general purposes, and it was soon found to be 
desirable that there should be a single society for 
domestic mission work. Accordingly, at the meeting 

* Tlie following ar« the contributions for the decade, 1884-1898 : 
18H 98,680.88; 188S, $9,789.89; 1888, $11,041.17; 1887, $9,764.78; 
1888, $10.47161; 1889, $12,621.76; 1890, $14,794.46; 1891, $14,« 
964.08; 180^ $18^606.92; 1808, $18,882:67. 
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of the !W Hampshire Domestic Mission Society, 
June 26. i&28, it was voted to dissolve the Society, 
and transfer its books and papois to the Convoiitioa. 

The work of the PjinvontJiiii from llie first waa 
jirosccuted with vigor acn as Joscpli Colby, 

its first president, Kev. kVlllianis, Ilcv. Buron 

Stow, Rev. Ira Pearsi . Newton Brown, and 

Rev. E. E. Cnrnmings, lers, labored earnestly 

to advance its interea contributions to the 

treasury of the Convei ing the first ten years 

of its history, amount : thousand seven hun- 

(Irci and twenty-two ti ,nd tliirty-three cents. 

In 1835, the constitution ^vub amended so as to pro- 
vide for the annual appointment of an executive 
committee to take charge of funds for the relief of 
inditcent widows and orptinns of Baptist ministers 
in New Hampshire. In 1837, the donations were 
greatly diminished, and a debt of one thousand two 
hundred dollars was contractctl. This was paid, and 
in 1840 the Convention was a|^in ready to listen lo 
the urgent requests of the feeble churches, Not long 
after, an agent and missionary were appointed, and 
after the war the beginnings of a permanent fund 
wore made. A statement concerning this fnnd, by 
vole of the Convention, was inchideil in tljc annual 
report of tlie treasurer in 18S:J.' 

'Since 1881 thoj-r<.i*-th of lhUr.inil lia* W^n M Mlow» : 1883," 
811.535.75; 18SI, ?ll,:i03.07; IMMl, Sn.B&VT'i ; ISHT,. ¥14,032.07; 
1887. $IT,-192.47; 1888, 817.'m7.02: 188U, ?IB,31y.0O; 18013, $20,. 
935.62; ISOl, S20.985.GJi 1802, «2I,03aiO; 18*^3, 921,620.19. 



; HISTOBY or BASTISn IX KET SSOUIKD. 

A new oonstitatioa was adopted in 1 i53, aod lue 
title of the organialion vas c&au-,^ to the Xew 
Hampshire Baptist Conmdaa. lu graod object 
iras declared to be " to proooote the preachiug of liie 
gospd in Uiia Stat^" and this olgecs it baa steadiW 
kc{)t ia view, wliile it has not withlM^ ita aid and 
influcDoc fnMD anr ocber good eolerprtse ia which the 
Bapiifiid of Scr Hampshire slioiiM iiave a jort. 

Othff (HyMnatiaHS ban bees pnNBUMst lodM 
mik U Ab BnplMto of Nev Hanpdun. !■ 18301, 
the Kew Hampriiim bnndi of tlie Nwtbeni Baptist 
Fiiiwti*^— Soeietr «m Of^guianL This was followed 
in 1833 bv the New Hampshite Baptist Pastoral 
Anociation ; in 1834, hj the New Hampshire branch 
of the Baptist Geaenl Tract Society ; in 1837, by 
tbe New Hampshire and Foreign Bible Society ; and 
in 1838, by Ibe New Hampshire Baptist Anti-Slavery 
Socie^. Bat it was soon discovered that this mnlti- 
pltdty of oi^anizations was nndesirabl& iluch of 
tbe time at the annual meeting was consamed *' in 
gCHUg tliroogb tbe dry formality of organizing these 
differeot bodies." In 1844, the Convention Boai^, 
ID its aDonol report, called attention to the matter, 
and suggested a change. Several of these organisa- 
tions at lei^ih disappeared, but others have since 
been added. The New HamjMhire Baptist Sabbath 
School Convention was organized in 1867. In 1878, 
tbe Pastoral Assodatioa was sapetseded bv the Con- 
I of Baptist Ministers in New Hampshire. 



I 
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The object of tlie new organizatioD, as staled In llio 
act of incorporation, is relief of "aged and disabled 
Baptist ministera v indigcu:."' Tbe New 

nami«hiro Baptist Society was orj^uizcd 

in 1S3I. 

In Vermont. — nary spirit wliick diar- 

actcrizcd tlie Baptisi a of Vormoiit in tlic 

beginnings of their li s titill llic cliaiiotcntiiiu 

of these ciiiircbcs in i ng ycard of tlio present 

century. Missionary so \vero formed in con- . 

neciion witli the several Ass'wiations, and carneaf, 
goii-iictiyiiig men went everywhere preaohiii;; t!ie 
wor.!. Many of tlio chiu'ches'l^o, lia.l tlieir mission- 
ary societies. Tliroujili tlicir eifons fiind.s were col- 
Iccie.l for the proseeiitiun of nii:-niiiiiary work, and 
the gospel was carried not only to dosliuito cuniiuuiii- 
ties wiihin the limits of tlie State. Imt to like com- 
munities in iioi'tbcrn Xew York and Canada. 

Moreover, witli tiie begiiuiings of tlie foreii;n mis- 
sion movement, a deep inlere.sl was m:inifedled on the 
part of llic Baptists of Vermont in civin;; the gospvl 
to the heathen. In 1S14, Rev. Luther Rice visiU'.t 
the State, ami at the Sliai'tshnry AMOciation, a com- 
mittee, eoiisisiins of Jlessrs. " Kendiicl;, (Join^, and 
Mannio',', was appointoii to rejiort on the exix-dieuvy 
of forming a sMiety "' in that vicinity lor the promo- 
tion of l'ureiL,'n niis.iions. The conunilti-c reportixl in 
favor of sncii an ortianization, and a swiety w;i.-» om- 
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huodr ind fifty-three, wiiicli was still further re~ 
thousand une hundred and 
"'■ "iched in any year since 
discernible, and there 
urches and eight thou- 
thfeo mcmbti's. The 
Academical and Thco 
Hampton, N. H., to 
these l>ottcr days for 
he institution had an 
Mmjilished in training 
ministers cannot be 
Tiicrc was a sli-hl faliin- off in 
he last in-o years of tlie Civil War, 
rii of peace ajaiii there was growth, 
icmbursliip of the chnrchra from seven 
x hiiiidrod and ninety, in 18C5, inci-caswl 
wlicn it was eight tiiousaiiil seven hun- 
cvcn, and tlic a<l>II[ions dnring the next 
ed the niinilici' it|> to nine tlxuistnil ciglic 
hnndretl and seveniy. Of tiiis ninnl>cr live hiiiulred 
and ninety-four were eoniu'cled witli elnirelicft tn 
Canada. Tiie inimber of Baptist elnirehca in A'cr- 
mont in 1880 was one linndred nn<l four, Dnrinq; 
tlie next decade tiie number of chnrche? increased to 
one hundred and nine, hnt tlic membersliip declined 
to cii;liC tliousand seven hundred and fifty-six in 
1890. lint dui'ing this decade, according to ccnsns 
reimrts, Vermont suHiained a loss in its naiivo-born 
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popalation of two tbousaod Dine hundred and eighty- 
three, while its foreigD-liorD population gained three 
tboiisaDd one hundred aud twenty nine; and the 
forcign-boru jtojiulatiou in Vermont, as iu Maiue aud 
Ifcw Hampshirej is largely composed of French 
lioman Catholics. The Minutes for 1803, give the 
^ptists of Vermont one hundred churches, with 
eight thousand seven hundred and thirty-eight 
members. 

At the o[>ening of tlie century there were five Bap- 
tist Aasnoiatians in Vermont: Shaftsbnry, Wood- 
stock, Yermont, Windhani, and Fairfield. Barre 
(now Vermont Central) was added in 1807, Danville 
in 1810, I^moille in 1812, Manchester io 1818, and 
Addison in 1833. A movement with reference to 
the organisation of a State Convention was in pro- 
gress in the autumn of 1823, and "The Baptist Con- 
vention of the State of Vermont and Vianity," was 
oi;ganixed at Brandon, October 26, 1824. In the 
revised constitution of October 1, 18S1, the name 
was changed to "The Baptist Convention of the 
State of Vermont," and in 1873, it was again changed ' 
to " The Vermont Baptist Convention," in order to 
make it conform to the name given in the act of in- 
onrporation secured November 16, 1851. The object 
of the Convention, as stated in its oonstitution at the 
time of its organization, was " to unite the wisdom and 
energies of the Baptist denomination in this State and 
vidnity, thereby to facilitate thar union and oo-openi- 
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tion : ipportiug inissioDary labors among tlic desti- 
tute, 1 to devise and execute other im{>ortant 
tlie Iledcemer's kipg- 



meosum for ll"" "^ — 
doni." At the - 
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tioa in the Uninv 
the work of donw 
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dred and fift^r-uuc d 
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: Board of the Con- 
uake a Impropriations to 
:lie Baptist denomimi- 
hus closely connecting 
IS with that of foreign 
versary, in 1825, the 
he amount of tvro hiio- 
irly one-half in gooda, 
receipts in money and 



goods amounlL-d to one thousand two hundri-d and 
forty-eight dollars. lu 1830, the funds at the dis- 
posal of the Convention hail increased to one thou- 
sand six hiindi'cd nnd nine dollars, while in 1832, the 
receipts of the Convention were two thousand thi-ce 
hundred and forCy-seven dollars, of which about one 
thousand and eight luindred <loI]ars was for the out- 
fit, passage, and support of llov. Nathan Brown and 
wife, who went from Vermont to the foreign field in 
that year. The work continued to be prosecuted 
witli vigor, bnt in 1S;)7, a year of general financial 
disaster, t!io receipts fell off from two ihousantl and 
six hundred dollars, in 183(), to eleven hundred and 
forty dollars. In that year the American Baptist 
Home Mission Society recognized the missionaries of 
tlic Convention in Canada as its own, the ap]>ointment 
and oversight remaining with the Convention. 



D«faC «■ BOt dil^ the VOik of th« OMTCft. 

Hmmdl^tihtm^atkmwdl ban oOledaqpir- 
itMt|nd)iriL Omtt Urn mat kern udmmala 
■!■■ iwi !■ <W Stiiib wfaw^ tatkat pariodsfew 
ym igiV«iU: "W* had bo adiqaata i^plj W 
•WM |MrtM/ tinid an m the nianbytoawet . 
tiNtvibthitaaMGkBftfaad.* Tba nport of tlw 
BoMJ,MM«^riiiiiiiiiiiiil; -We anaflietad,aiMl 
vewMdd bt liaHbbd a view of oar lov aondhioa 
MaOaa— tin.'' Bat dnins Uw next deade hope 
tffin rmvcd. Enlaigfld eoatribadoos came ioto the 
CoQToitioD tnaaaiy. Daring the jean &om 1840 
to 1850, odIt five thooauid one handred and thiitr- 
tline doOan was received ; bot in the ten years from 
1850 to 1860, die amount was twenty-three tbooaand 
three hundred and fifrr-ooe dollsn. 

The next decade, the period of the Gvil War, was 
one in whidi the ene^;ies of tbe pet^tle were severely 
taxed. Yet tbe reoeiptB for Convention work were 
twentf-two thoosutd nine handred and sixty-six doU 
laii, or about four hundred dollars leas than daring 
the preoedii^ decade. The brethren were not nn- 
mtndfbl of tbe exhortation of tbe Board in the annual 
report for 1864 :" Let it not be said of ns that in 
the midst of tutemal convulsions and civil war vre 
woe aneqiui or recreant to tbe work given as to do." 
Tbqr took bold of tbe work with added vigor. In 
18$9 and 1870, a mismMiarjr evangelist was aD> 
ployed hy tbe Coovention, yet without expense to ita 
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treasiuj , and his labors ivcro blessed to the refresh- 
ing of tlte cbiu'clies ami the cunversioa of soul). 
Forspvcral yc was a periotl of finan- 

cial depression, . uiiig of 1879, the Con- 

vcntioii treasury i iisand fivi; hnmlrod mid 

fifty doilara in dv t'us paid, and tlic Cuti- 

vcntion cntci'cd iipt isiiigly njjgi*es8ive work. 

The coniribuiiona iscd from year to year. 

A State missionary j"ed in 1887, Tlie per- 

manent fund, wliici amounted to two tliuii- 

sand four huudrol ai ' dollars, bad increased 

in 1886 to sixteen tbout ..jrce hundred and sixty. 

five dollars and twelve cents, and it is now ntncicen 
thotisitnd nino biiudrcd ami sixty-five dollars and 
twelve centi, ' 

The Vermont Uraneh of i!ie Xorthern Baptist 
Eiliication Society was organizud in 1S30, but was 
meri;od into the Convention in 1845. The Vermont 
Bible Society, auxiliary to the Ameriran and Forci(;ii 
BI!)le S')cicty, was ori^anizcd in 1837, and this too 
was mo^jjod into tiic Convention in 1847. Tiie Ver- 
mont Baptist Anti-slavery Society was oruanizcd in 
1S4'2, and like the E<liication and Bible Societies 
answered the ends for wiiieli it was organi/^ an<l 
then was dissolvcil. The Vermont Biiptist Historical 
Society was organized in 1.S76. 

'Tho benevi.li'iil coritril'iilii'iis of llio Hiipti« churchca in 
Vermont fr.r llie dconda 18.H4 to 1803 wpro ns followg; ISSl.fT.- 
GOi; 1885, S7,71'2; laSU. SO/.-JS; 1887, SO,4.3:t; 1838, Sll.CaO; iBK>, 
$9,280; 1890, $8,771; 1801, »11,2G7; 1302. Sll,&33; 1603, 12.^2^ 



CHAFTEB XI. 

PB0OBEB8 BEXCB KIOHTKBir HUVDBBD 

IN MAJS3ACHU3ETTS.— The Baptists of ilUuua- 
chiisett% mt the opoiing of the oentury, had / 
aeoured a vantage ground whioh enabled them to 
prosecate their work under much more fiivorable 
circumstances than had hitherto been possible. As 
the hand of persecution was restrained, the churches - 
were allowed to follow the peaceful ways which had 
been denied to their fitthers, and in the enjoyment of 
the fiivor of Grod their membership was greatly in- 
creased. 

In 1812y there were within the limits of the State / 
about seventy Baptist churches, with a membership 
of about eight thousand. The report of the Conven- 
tion, in 1824, gives the number of associated churches 
as one hundred and thirty-nine, with twelve thousand 
sevf n hundred and forty-three members. But twelve 
of these churches, with two thousand one hundred 
and sixty members, were in Rhode Island ; and five 
churches^ with two hundred and fifty-eight members, 
were in New Hampshire. The number of churches 
in l^I^ssachusettSy therefore, was one hundred and 
twenty-two, and the membership in the State was ten 
thousand three hundred and twenty-five. In 1830, 
216 
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tliere we., ono hundred and seventy-two cburclics aud 
fifteen thousand eij^ht hundred and Uvcuty-fuur mem- 
bers; and in 18' two hundi'L-d uud nine 

clutrclics and twe isami six luiiidt'cd and 

eighty-four memuci 13 alone tlioro was a 

gain of five phiirchei thousand five luindred 

and BixCy-five meml i IS^O the auml>cr of 

churches had incrcoi lundrcd and fui*iy-Hvc 

and the mcinbershij /-one thousand thruo 

hundi-ed and forty-f tlie clone of the next 

decade there wore tv dred and aixty-eight 

ciinrclies, with thirty-six inousand twu hundred and 
fifty racnibcra. During iho Civil War there was a 
Blight lost in the numlicr of oliurehes and church- 
members; but, in 1870, at tlic cloau of tlie decade, 
witli two churches less than in 18G0, there was a 
mcmljersliip of forty tliousaud four hundred and 
twenty-ono. In* 1880. tlie jiura!)er of churclics had 
increased to nvo hiiudretl and ninety, and the church 
moml)Crship to forty-nine thousand and one. Tlierc 
was a still further increase in the next decade; and, 
in 1800, there wore tJirec hundred and eleven cliurches, 
with a memhersliip of fifty-nine tliousand and fifty- 
six. In 1891, there were three hundred and eleven 
cliurches, with fifty-nine thousand seven hundred and 
eighty-five members; in 1892, three hundred and 
eleven cliurches, with sixty-one thousand one hundred 
aud fifty-one members; and in 1393 this number was 
still further increased to three hundred and fifteen 
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dmidifls ttid udT-dmc thiWHiiwi 006 himdnd snd 

Unlike die Bepiiaits in Maine and Vennont, the 
Bapiiete of MiiMMilmiMtfi in recent yean have not 
perlbnned their work in the preeenee of a oonetuitly J 
diminiehing nadve4Mini popohtion. The gain in the 
native4ioni popoktion in -MaaBadinfleCta, fiom 1880 
to 1890^ was two hundred and forty-two thooaand 
two hundred and twelve. Indeed, the gain of the 
native4ioni pcqiuhuion of Mamnchuwetts during the 
decade was greater than that of the fordgn-born, 
whidi amounted to two hundred and thirteen thou- 
sand six hundred and forty-six.* 

Refereoee has already been made to the organisa- 
tion of the Massachusetts Baptist Missionary Society 
in 1802. Those who founded it had regard not only 
to the destitute fields within the limits of Massa« 

* Tbe benerolent oontributiont of the Baptist churches in 
MaiMchtuetts are ncii giron by thcmMlres in the Convention 
minutet preTious to 18S9. From that time they have been at 
IbUowt: ISSa, $160,716.26; 1890. $lS7,7eS.03; 1891, $189,472.81: 
1892, $293,476^63; 1893, 244,8:%. 71. 

' Many of the Kafsachiisetts churches were oonnected with 
the Warren Association in the early part of the century. The 
following Associations have been organised since 1800: Stur- 
bridge (1801); Boston (1811); Westfield (1811); Worcester 
(1819); Old Colony (1822); Wendell, formerly Miller's River 
(1821); Salem (1827); Berkshire (1828); Franklin (1880); Bam- 
sUb1e(18S2); Tkiunton (1836); Wachu4ett(18l2); Boston, South , 
(ISIS); Boston, North (1848); Lowell (1860), dissolved 18GG; 
Merrimack Biver (1866); Framiagham (1S72); Boston, West 
(1808); BottoD, Bart (1893). 
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and its labors were constantly becoming more exten- 
sive and pressing. Tlio American Baptist Home 
Mission Society was tlicn formed. The men who 
were prominent in this organization had been con- 
nected wicii the Massaduisetts Baptist Missionary 
Society, and the latter became auxiliary to the new 
Society. 

The Baptist Convention of the Siato of Massa- ■ 
chusetts was organized November 10, 1824 ; and a 
Board, called the Boui-d of Domestic Missions of the 
Massachusetts State Convention, was appointol to 
conduct the missions within the limits of the Con- 
vention. Tiic field of Ojwrations was designated in 
tliis way from the fact th.it twelve churches in Uhode 
Island, witl) two thousand one hundi-cd and sixty 
members, and five churches in New Hampshire, with 
two hundred and fifty-eight members, were connected 
with the MasfachusctCs Convention. The impoitauce 



' SK a m ro K w or Birani a xnr mmijwh 

flf naagunig Ihe aa rii of Ae dcttttnte dnwAM WM 
•mphniMd bf Bcr. Frueii Wa^utd, Jr., tlwa pntor 
of tbs Fint BiVtHt Oinch, BMtoB, ^0^ io a t^oit 
■ TiMoinmandiif tlMfc Ae priMtpal cfiwa of Hm Coa- 
Tcnttoo dioaU be diiceted to Ae ioppMi of domnda 
BiMHM, nid this WMBMoa aaeomuirf'uij iiidi0er~ 
oiM to ibn^ wnoo^ but beeun pronwHi for dio 
w»k of Ibm^ niiMioiw hod otfaenrae been made; 
ud tb« hope wu n ^i w d dnt two or tluec^ if aot 
noft^ miwioMrieB migfat be eomtutlj employed 
uooog the dertitate ebarcfaea. Id 1834, a ocHnmittee 
was appmnted b^ the Convention to confer with tlie 
Ma«a»cbuietta Baptist Miauonary Socie^, with a 
view to a udiod of the two o^;anizidoDa. It was 
fimllv decided to bring tt^eUier in one society the 
Baptist Convention of ibe State of Msaaachnsetts, 
the MasBachuaetts Baptist Missionary Society, and 
the Westero Baptist Educational Association, the 
latter a society organised in Boston, May 30, 1832, 
for " the promotion of common schools and educatiOQ 
generally in the valley of the Misussippi under the 
instmctioD of pioos and competent teachers." The 
union of these organixations was effected March 4, 
1836, nnder the tide of ** The Masaadtosetts Baptist 
Convention." 

For Beveral years after this change, the Coovention 
prospered in its work. A secretary was employed, 
who devoted his whole time to its interests. The 
deatittite diurches were aided, and as an auxiliary to 
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the American Baptist Home Mission Society, the Cod- 
ventioD Bcnt fiiods to that organization. Next to 
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if circumstances this pros- 
tinuance. The Convention 
^ in its operations, and in 
a the services of the sccre- 
the appropriations to (h« 
1 and attention was turned 
.ot. In 1841, theannounoe- 
ment was made that all liabilities had been paid. 
Measures were now adopted lo give the Convention 
iiicrta.scd life and efficiency. A secretary was cm- 
ployed, and added funds began to corae into the trea- 
sury, III May, 1846, tiie American Baptist Home 
Mission Society severed its rouncction witii all auxil- 
iary socletiea, and the Massachusetts Baptist Conven- 
tion limited its work to its own field. In some years 
it employed two missionaries, and in others only one. 
Sometimes it liad a secretary devoting his whole time 
to the worit, and then again one rendering only such 
service as he could snatch from jwistoral duties. But 
the Convention continued its work witli tlie most 
encouraging results. Of the two hundred and sixty- 
five churches in liic State in ISfiT, only eiglity-sevcn 
had been iiulopontlmt of tlie Convention's aid. In 
the report of the JJoaixl that year it was slated tlial 
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all the diiivohet in Ab Miller's Kvec AeBodetion; 
all bat two respeotivdj in the Franklin, Old Colony, 
and Stnrbridge; all bat three in Barnstable; all but 
five lespectivdj in the Berkshire and Westfield Asao- 
ciatioos; had daring some period in their history been 
dependent on the Convention's treasary. Of the 
seventy diurohes in the two Boston Associations, 
thirty-nine had participated in its benevolence while 
the Salem was the only Association in which more 
than half the churehes had been wholly independent 
of its fosterii^ help. 

In 1869, by the settlement of the Bumsted will 
case, valuable property came into the possession of the 
Convention. From other sources, year by year, its 
permanent funds were largely increased. There was 
also an increase in the contributions of the churches. 
Lai^r donations accordingly were made to the 
churches. In recent years appropriations have been 
made for removing church debts, and providing suit- 
able houses of worship in fields especially needing 
them, and for developing new interests. In four 
vears frem 1888. the amount of seventv-fi ve tiiousand 
dollars was taken from the permanent fund and dc- 
voted to building and repairing chureh edifices, and 
paying debts incurred in cliureh building.' 

*The incnMfod appropriatioiii in rocont yoarn in hIiowii by 
the following table: \SM, $14,0U(>.6G; 1885, «17,427.G7; IHHTi, 
$li201.88; 1S87, |19,985.15; 1888, $32,187.12; 1889, $80,082.60; 
1800, $14,419.64; 1801, $20,18a67; 180% $81,01^80; 1808, $48»- 
S90.9S. 
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f widows and orpiiiuis of 
i in the State of Miissacliif 
d February 3, 1821. lic- 
iociationa in the Slate had 
fter the organization of tlic 
sferred their funds to its 
rat twenty yeara of tlic 
iriatious wcce one thousand 
'-two dotlai's. During tiic 
nonnted to eight thousand 



nine hundred and seventy-eight dollars; fnii 
to 1864 to twelve thousand eight hundred and sixty- 
three dollars; from 1SC4 to 1874 to twcnty-i.iic 
tiioiisand one hundred and sixty-five dolbrs; fri>iii 
1S74 to ISHi to sixteen thousand six hundrixl and 
thirty-fonr dollars ; from 1884 to 18'ja to twenty-six 
llioMsand four liinidnxi and ei^lity-eighi dollai-s and 
suveniy-eiglit ccnt^. Tiic periuanout fund at l!ie 
Itroseiit time is tiiirty-seven thousand five hundiod 
and fit;hty-iive dollars and fifteen cents. In ISSG, 
the legislainrc of Ma8.->aclinsetts authorized ihe so- 
ciety to jiolii in'ojw-ny to the amount of ouo hundn-d 
thon.-auii dollars. 

Tlic Conf'c'renee of Baptist Ministers in Mass;u-hu- 
sftis was ort';ini/ed iu 1S30. Its orlijiiial design was 
to promote the iniprovenieiit and elTifiinity of its 
members. But from its origin the condition of aj^cd 
and di>:iliktl miuistcrs iu destitute circunistau<\'s, and 
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the dntj of pnriding ia some waj for thdr nlieC 
mra mljeati of fraqoeat «id eaineat oonaidenitioii. 
In 1861, the CSoafercDoe instnicted its offioers to apply 
£w to act of inoorponitioD. The tot was seoured in 
1863, and at the meeting of the Oonferenoe in Ootobcr, 
1863, the act having been aooepted, the Conference 
norganiied under it, and entered apon ita benevolent 
work. From 1863 to 1883, inolunve, the oontriba- 
tiMia and legaoes smoanted to thirt/ tliousand five 
hundred and twentv-two doUars and iiixtj oenti, and 
the appropriations to nineteen thousand eight hundred 
and twenty-three dollars. In the deoade tlut luu 
followed, 1884 to 1893, ihe oontribuUons uad legaciGfl 
have amounted to twenty-niDe thousand seven hun- 
dred and two dollars aud fifty-four cents, and the 
appropriations to nineteen thousand six hundred and 
HxtT-siz dollars. The permimcnt fund is thirty 
thousand seven hundred and forty-nine dollars and 
ninety-eight cents. 

September 14, 1791, at the meeting of the Warren 
Association at New Rowley, now Qeoi^town, Mass., 
Bev. Samuel Stillnun, of Boston, laid before that body 
"a plan for the formation, within the Association, of 
an institution whose object should be to aid persons 
preparing fer thf> ministry." Dr. Stillmun stated 
that be bad reoaved this plan from a friend, and it 
has been conjectured that tliis friend was President 
Manning. The plan, however, was signed " A. B." ; 
fiiTthemiorc, Dr. Manning's name was not men- 
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; of a fund hy collections iu 
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nation as may appear to bo 
111113117," '" securing a ool* 
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minutes of the A 
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men of tlic D:ipti: 
suitably qualiflcd 
l<^iate education. 

The plan was nnaimuuusly adopted. The Baird 
of Trnstoes, under the name of llic Trustees of ilio 
Baptist Education Fund, consisted of twelve members, 
increased to tiiiilcen by the Association in 1793, and 
by act of incorporation in 1704. The rules provided 
that " so many of the Baptist Fellows of RLode Island 
College who are members of ciiurclies, shall be Trus- 
tees of this ciiarity ; the remaining number sJiail Lw 
ciceleci by ballot by the Warren Association." Of tiie 
five Fellows of the college who were eligible aa Trus- 
tees, only two were from Rhode Island ; the other 
three, and all the Trustees elected by the Association, 
were residents of JIassachusetts. In fact at that tiuie 
only one Rhode Island church, the First Baptist Clnireh 
in Providence, was connected with the Warren Associa- 
tion. Tiie charter too, reqnii-ed that all the nieecing^ 
of tlio Trustees should be held in Boston, or elsewhere 
in Massachusetts. Moreover, neither of the first two 
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Trustees fiom Bbode Island ever attended a meeting 
of the bodj. It is evident, therefore^ that members 
of Massadiosetts charches were very largely promi- 
nent in this movement to establish a Baptist edacation 
fund. Farthermorey it would seem that the fond 
itself onlv the interest of which was available for the 
purpose in view, in its gradual aocumulation came 
very largely from Massachusetts sources. 

In 1811, many of the Massachusetts churches with- 
drew from the Warren Association, and formed the 
Boston Association. The First Baptist Church in 
Boston, however, retained its connection with the 
Warren Association until 1827. The Warren As- 
sociation, in 1812, voted that no change should be 
made in its relations either to the Education Fund or 
the Massachusetts Baptist Missionary Society, but 
that the two organizations should '* be managed as 
they have heretofore been." In 1814, in order " to 
supply the deficiency of the Education Fund," the 
Massachusetts Baptist Education Society was formed 
at a meeting of the Boston Association at South Read- 
ing, now Wakefield ; and the Society was incorpo- 
rated February 10, 1818. James Colmau, whose 
name is a familiar one in our early missionary annals, 
was the first to receive the aid of this society. At 
the time of its organization the Society hod no funds. 
The churches, however, came to iu support, and a 
bequest by Mr. John Cornish became the foundation 
of a permanent fund. The Education Fund in the 
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WarrcD Association continued to be managed as 
hitherto, but in 1S24, bv andioritv from the Icgisia- 
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Massachusctt^i Baptist Education Society into the 
Northern Bapiist Education Society as a most auspi- 
cious measure." In 1831, the new organization had 
more tiian one huiidreil l)eneficiaries upon its rolls. 
Tliis is a niucli iargor number tlian at tiie present 
time, the rejxirt for 1893 givini^ the number of bene- 
ficiaries as eighty. It is gratifying to notice that the 
friends of the Society have multiplied. The perma- 
nent fund has been largely increased in recent yeaiTi. 
In 1870, the [wrmaiieiit fund was twenty-five thou- 
sand two hun(h-ed <lollars; and in 1880, it had in- 
crea.sed to thirty-four thousand dollars. When ihe 
charter of the Society was granted in 1830, it was 
provided that '■ the Siiid Society sliould at no time 

' Sco vnluablo liiataricul pupcn by It. C. MIIU, D. D.. printnl 
■11 conncctiuQ with ihe uriiiual roporuori)ie Norlliorn Bupliit 
KJucalioD Sociot? in MaMochuiutU, Minuloi fur 1892 »nd 1803. 
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take, hold, or possess, io real or personal estate, a 
greater amoant than sixty thousand dollars upon a 
josc valaatioQ.'' In 1885, the permanent fund was 
fiftv-four thousand three hundred dollars, and the 
legislature of Massachusetts amended the act of in- 
corporation, enlarging the amount it was authorized 
to hold to one hundred thousand dollars. In 1890, 
the permanent fund had still further increased to 
seventT-two thousand seven hundred dollars. It is 
now, 1893, seventy-four thousand two hundred dol- 
lars. The appropriations to beneficiaries in 1893 
were eight thousand four hundred and sixty-five 
dollars and sixty-four cents. 

In Rhode Island. — In 1825, there were in Rhode 
Island forty-four Baptist churches with a member- 
sliip of three thousand eight hundre<l and eighty- 
seven. Revivals in 1829 added large numbers to the 
churclies. Little attention was paid to statistical 
matters in the Convention reports until 1843, when 
the forty Baptist churches in the State reported nix 
thousand four hundred and eleven members. The 
revivals of 1840-43 added largely to the membensiiip 
of the churches, but the alienations created by the 
Dorr Rebellion, and the evil influences that attended 
^ Millerism,'' weakened the efforts of the churchai, 
and little progress was made for quite a num(>er of 
rears. 

In 1844 there were (orir-imc cfaurcbes, with seven 
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thousand three hundred and thirCy-ouc members; 
and in 1845, although the churches had increased to 
fiDrty-tbree, the niei. lad docllnei to pevon 

thousand two huiidi' >venty-faiir. In 1850 

there were seven tlio hundred and seventy- 

eight members in i ;liurches. During the 

next decade there v sf one church and tlie 

niembershii) was in ;cly by the revival of 

1S58, to eight thoui t hundred and forty- 

nine. While the Ci' was in |irogrcs3 tbcrc 

^vas a decline in membc. the Minutes for 1865 

giving the total as eight tiioiisand five hundred atid 
iiftocii. During the second half of the deeidc, liow- 
cver, the additions increased tiic mumbei'ship to nine 
thousand three hundretl and sixty-three in 1870, and 
tlio number of cburcbcs during tlio same period in- 
creased from fifiy to sixty. In 1880 there were fifty 
chui'clies and ten thousand seven iuiudred and ninc- 
twn mcnil)crs; and in 1890, sixty-nine churches and 
twelve thousanil and thirty-nine members. The 
Minutes for 1893 give the number of cliurcbcs as 
Bcveniy-five, and the membership a.t thirteen thousand 
one hundre<l and twenty. 

The Baptists of Rhode Island co-operated witli the 
Massachusetts Baptist Missionary Society from the 
time of its organization in Boston, May 26, 1802, and 
were reprcseuied on its first Board of Ti-ustees by 
Rev. Stepjien Gnno, pastor of the First Baptist 
Cliurch in Providence. Under the auspices of this 
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Socieiy, Rev. Asa Niles, in the summer of 1805, 
labored three months in Warwick, East Greenwich, 
and North Kingston. In 1808 Dr. Ganp visited that 
part of the State lying west of the Bay and the 
Blackstone River, preaching every day and evening 
during his missionary journey. In the Minutes of 
the Warren Association for 1810, among the contri- 
butions for ** Missionary concerns/' is the contribution 
of one hundred and thirty-two dollars and ninety- 
four cents from the *' Female Mite Society " in Provi- 
dence. The Baptists of Rhode Island continued to 
co-operate with the Massachusetts Baptist Missionary 
Society until the organization of the Rhode Island 
Baptist Convention. 

At the meeting of the Warren Association at Attle- 
boro, September 7, 1824, " brethren Gano, Way land, 
and Hall were appointed a committee to consider the 
expediency of forming a Convention of the Baptist 
denomination of the States of Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island.'^ In their report this committee 
introduced resolutions approving ''of the formation 
of a State Convention on the basis of the plan pro- 
posed at a meeting in Boston,'' May 26, but they 
suggested that the name should be '' The State Con- 
vention of Massachusetts and Rhode Island." The 
report was adopted, and six members of the Associa- 
tion, with Dr. Gano as chairman, wei*e appointed to 
represent the Association in the meeting called for the 
purpose of organizing the Convention. For some 
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t OS " The Rhode Island liaptist State Convention 
fur Mis.iionary and other Piirjwses." 

Of the churches connected with the Convention ac 
the time of its organization, three were in Massa- 
chusetts, viz., the clmrches iu West Wrentliam, 
Attleljoro, and New Bedford. For several years a 
portion of the funds of the Convention ,wa3 appro- 
priated for uiisaiouary labor in Massachusetts. Tiic 
foundations of the Fii'st Baptist Church in Fail 
River were laid by a representative of tiie Rhode 
Island Baptist Convention, and the ConvcutioQ, in 
'iS'i'I, held its annual meeting in Fall River. An 
appropriation of four hundred dollars, which the 
Massachusetts Society made to the Conveiitiou in 
1832, tlieix'fore, was in eilect the refunding of money 
wliich the Convention had ex[>ended across the Mas- 
sachusetts border. Tlic income of the Couvcmiun in 
the fii'st year of its history was three hundred and 
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twentjr-five dollarsy and more than two thirds of this 
amoant was devoted to the foreign mission work, in 
whidi the Baptists of Rhode Islaud had taken a deep 
inteiest from its commencement 

A paper called the *^ Rhode Island Religious Mes- 
senger'' was published in 1826, and was recom- 
mended bj the Convention to the Baptists of the 
State; but it fiuled to receive adequate support, and 
was discontinued after several jears, although in 
1827, it was stated that the objects of the Conven- 
tion were ^ Foreign and Domestic Missions, the edu- 
cation of pious young men for tlie ministry, and the 
publication of a religious newspaper/' 

In 1832, students in Brown University contributed 
forty-four dollars and fifty cents to the missionary 
work of the Convention, and among the contributors 
were Jonah G. Warren, afterward corresponding sec- 
retary of the American Baptist Missionary Union, 
James T. Qiamplin, afterward president of Colby 
University, and Edward A. Stevens, afterward a 
missionary in Burma; while among those who arc 
mentioned in the annual report tliat year as having 
performed gratuitous missionary service was '^ Tutor 
Wavland, of Brown Universitv." 

Grood work was done from year to year as funds 
were provided by the contributing churches. At the 
meeting of the Convention held in Providence, April 
14, 1841, measures were adopted by which the Ojn- 
vention was brought into close relations with tiio 
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in the Minutes for 1893, is fifty-three thousand and 
siity-five dollars and cig!ity-fonr cents. 

After the gradual withdrawal of the Massaclmsctta 
churches from the Warren Association, tlic ItliuJo 
Island Baptist churches remained to prciorvo its 
name and to )X!r])etuatc its iufliicRce. In 18-14, 
the Providence Association was organizod, and a 

■ Tlioy wor.- ?lll in 1SJ9; ?831 in lsa2; ?r.U in 18:15; S7,T3 in 
183S; nnd^1,IT0iiim:l wnaincre:iBodtafJ,7:WinlHl;i; bul oi.l; 
once, in 1847. when tUu niiiount wiu $2,1 j7. did lliu u(>|>rni>rinlioni 
c\?ord twu tli'iLi^^aLid dnll,ir>i unlil IS>'ni, tvliuii tin- iiinniiiil wm 
SiOVi. Id 1»19, lli.^iiiiioiinl..rilioni)|)riipri:ilii,ns wniS;t,(»4; in 
187;l.H'137; iindtliiii wnsiiKTU^ikcd t(>93.t)»Jin 1HT-I; und $;],OoO 
ill IK'j. Duriiif; llic ui'xt luii yunri t'ur tin: mmt jmrt tUi' apjiri>- 
printi'int weru Imluw thrco thousand ilutlurii. .Siiioo tliiit timo 
tliey linvo been aa foUovi: 188.'^, »l,006; INtW. f^.5lT; 1H8T, 
t-\6Vi: 1888. (.'..Ilfi7; \Mi, 87,851; 1800. »1.915; 1891, $9,619; 
ISM. J7.934; 18U3, g9,076. 
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third AaKxattioiiy the NarxBganaett, was added in 
1860. 

Beferenoe has already been made to the '^ Baptist 
Edacation Fond'' instituted at the meeting of the 
Warren Association in 1791. Up to 1816 the busi- 
ness of the Fntid was a part of the r^ular business 
of the Association. At a meeting of the Association 
at Pawtocket, September 11, 1816, a committee was 
appointed to consider the expediency of forming an 
Education Society. The committee reported that it 
was both ^ expedient and laudable that this Associa- 
tion form, wiUiin itself, immediately, an fxiucation 
Sode^, which may be instrumental in the promotion 
of an able and evangelical ministry in the Baptist 
denomination.'' The report was accepted, and tlie 
committee at once submitted a constitution, which 
was read and adopted. An act of incorporation for 
the Education Society was secured from the General 
Assembly of Bhode Island in 1823, and in the 
division of the Fund authorized bv the lei^islature 
of Massachusetts, the Education Society received one 
tliousand eight hundred and thirty-two dollars and 
forty-two cents. In 1830, the constitution of the 
society was modified, and the society became a 
branch of the Nonhem Baptist Education Society. 
In 1842, its name was changed fri>m *^ The Baptist 
Education Society " to " The Rhode Island Baptist 
Education Society," and severing its relation to the 
Northern Baptist Education Society, it continued its 
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bundred and twelve, while the membership was 
increased hy only thirty-seven (eighteen thousand 
eight buodred and for^-tbree). In 1880, there were 
one bundred and nineteen churches in the State, and 
twenty thoosaud six hundred aud eighteen members ; 
and in 1890, one hundred and thirty churches, and 
twenfy-two thousand two hundred and thirty-nine 
members. In 1883, the churches hod increased to 
one buodred and thirty-seven, and the members to 
twenty-three Ihousaud one Imndred and Sfby-eight, 

In Connecticut, as in Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island, the conditions for growth in recent years have 
been more £ivorable than in the northern New Eng- 
land States. Tlie percentage of gain in the native- 
born population has not been equal to the percentage 
of gain iu the forcigo-born population ; nevertheless, 
in Connecticut, during the decade from 1880 to 1890, 
the gain in the native-born population was seventy 
thousand and forty-two, while in Maine and Vermont 
there was a loss in the native-born population of ten 
thousand nine hundred and twenty-one. 

The Baptists of Connecticut, very early in the 
century, adopted measures for promoting domestic 
missions. The Connecticut Baptist Missionary So- 
ciety was organized October 3, 1811. Under tlie 
auspices of this society the work was prosecuted with 
great vigor. August 31, 1814, the Connecticut 
Society auxiliary to the Baptist Board of Foreign 
Missions was founded with special reference to work 
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of tlic society was changed to "The Conuccticiit 
Ba[)[ist Missionary Society"; and "the Board," ia 
the quaint language of its records, "met with en- 
Uirgcd hearts and liberal views toward the domestic 
field." It was at this meeting that, after mucii 
deliberation, "it was resolved to send Kcv. Oliver 
Wilson as a missionary pastor to New Haven." 
Other ministers also received missionary appoint- 
ments. Zeal for foreign missions had not waned, 
but the imixirtaucc of mission work at home was 
receiving wider recognition. 

At the annual meeting of the Hartford Association, 
October 2, 182'2, a committee wan appointed to con- 
sider the expediency of forming a Convention of the 
Baptist churches in Connecticut. This committee 
reported favorably, and delegates from the churches 
were invited to meet in Suffield ou the first Wcdnt.'sd:iy 
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in November, 1822, for the purpose of framing a 
ooDStitation for such a Convention. At this meeting 
a draft of a constitution was proposed, and having 
made arrangements to submit the same to the churches, 
the delegates adjourned to meet in Hartford, October 
29, 1823. At this meeting the proposed con£tilution 
was considered, and on the following daj it was 
adopted. November 6, 1823, the Connecticut Bap- 
tist Missionary Society voted to transfer its books 
and papers to the new organization, and then dissolve. 
The Convention was incorporated by the l^islature 
of the State in May, 1824, under the name of *^ The 
General Convention of the Baptist Churches of the 
State of Connecticut and vicinity." In May, 1829, 
the name was changed to '' The Connecticut Baptist 
Convention.'^ 

But the interest of the Baptists of Connecticut 
was not confined to domestic mission work within 
the limits of the State. At the meeting of the Con- 
vention in 1832, it was voted to make the Convention 
auxiliary to the American Baptist Home Mission 
Society. At a later date, in the time of the American 
and Foreign Bible Society, the constitution of the 
Convention was amended so as to include among its 
objects *' circulating the unadulterated word of God." 
In a revision of the constitution iu 1876| tiic word 
^ unadulterated '' was stricken out and the language 
of the article was otherwise modified. 

It is impossible to estimate the value of the Con- 



interests in the State. Tlj 
tlie importance of the wo 
tribntions. Proviotis to J 
been made to the tt<!aaiir 
dieatcd below.' 

The Connecticut Bapti 

organized May 14, iglg, j 

objed was to seek out yt 

oiUcd to the minJstiy, and 

suitable educational jirepan 

not long after the otjani. 

importance of e>l»blishing 

intheStatc,tol)e„„derthe 

Baptists, was felt, and in 18 

a minister and throe lavmen 

vide, without delay, thi mea 

of a Literary Institution on 

This committee re ported, in 

'■''■«".»,ooo.usi.,„b,P„ 

to. r.m fo, ..bo, ta LHjhMd Con 

Mta Rhod. Cool, of H.rtt„rd, « ! 



240 HI8TOBY OF BAPTISTS IN NEW ENGLAND. 

dollars had been raised for an institntion to be located 
at Suffield. This was the beginning of the Con- 
necticut Literary Institution at Suf&eld. These two 
aims the Connecticut Baptist Education Society has 
continued to keep in view. It has aided young men 
in their preparation for the work of the Christian 
ministry, and it has also aided the institution at 
Suffield by enlarging its funds and adding to its 
educational facilities. In 1832, the society voted to 
co-operate with the Northern Baptist Education 
Society, and an auxiliary relation existed for a short 
time, but during the greater part of its history the 
society has maintained an independent position. 

The Connecticut branch of the Baptist General 
Tract Society was organized in 1830. In 1843, the 
society voted to close its accounts, and the work of 
the society was transferred to the Connecticut Baptist 
Sunday-school and Publication Society; and in 1845, 
tliis organization was merged into the State Conven- 
tion. 

The Connecticut Baptist Bible Society, organized 
in 1836, was auxiliary to the American and Foreign 
Bible Society. In 1844, the society also transferred 
its interests to the State Convention. 

The Conference of Baptist Ministers in Connecticut 
was organized in 1882. 
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access to the full means of informatioa ciirreot at 
that period, had never beard of a Sablmi h-school." 
'' In Boston, the Suuday-scUool movtmuiit had its 
bc^nnings in connection with the Charles Street 
Baptist Cliurcli, of which Rev. Daniel Sharp was 
pastor. Mrs. Sliarj) had become interested in the 
Snnday-echoul work tliat had been inan(!;uratcd in 
Kew York by Mrs. Isabella Graham and her 
danghter, Mrs. Divie Bethune, and was impressed 
with the importance of establishing a similar work 
in Boston. Accordingly, in June, 1816, the Charles 
Street Baptbt Sunday-school was organized. 

The report made to the Massachusetts Sabbath 
School Union, in 1826, states that there were two 
schools connected with the Charles Street Cliurch, a 
"Male Sabbath-school," and a "Female Sabbath- 
school." Of the former the report says : " Since 
the commencement of tiiis school in 1816, there have 
been connected with it at diffei-ent times six hundred 
and twenty boys, nnder the care of twelve directoi-s 
and seventy teachei-s, fourteen of whom became pro- 
fessors of religion subscijucntly to their connection 
with the school, and six of their number have been 
licensed to preach the gospel, three of whom are 
settled in the ministry. The female Subbath-school 
contained two hundred and five girls, under the care 
of seventeen teachers. Two scholara have profi^ssed 
religion since their connection with the school. At the 
commencement of the school in 1816, most of the 
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died and sixfy volumesi and is found intereitting and 
nacfuL The Sabbath-acbool monthly concert has been 
/ r^ularly observed." 

The '^ Lord's Day School Association " connected 
with the First Baptist Church, Charlestown/ Rev. 
Henry Jackson, pastor, had three schools, '' one for 
maleS) one for females, and cue for both sexes in a 
remote part of the town, which is governed aud 
taught by females. They contain together three 
superintendents, six managers, aud twenty-three 
teachers, with one hundred and ninety-two scholars. 
Three teachers have become professors of religion 
since their connection with the school." 

These statements give us an interesting glimpse of 
the Sunday-schools of that period. Many of the 
teachers were not professors of religion. Conversions 
among the scholars were few. The study of the 
Bible included the search for proof-passages. Already 
there were Sunday-school libraries. Teacliers' meet- 
ings were held, and also the Sunday-school monthly 
concert. 

At first the Sunday-school movement was confined 
to the cities and larger towns. But Sunday-schools 
were soon to be found also in the rural communities 
of New England. So far as is known, the school 

> It U said that this was tho first Baptist Sunday-school organ- 
ized in Massachusetts. In the Minutes of tho Boston North Bap- 
tist Association for 1891-92, page 25, it is said that this **Sunda7- 
•cbool was organiaed about 1818," 



..ua lui; IWSC Ollllda 

Betsey Baker, a memi 
in Medlidd, yUiss., wa. 
Uuiiiiulpli : "Site had 
where she had proba 
work, and had caugii 
Mr. BcDedict and his 
her Dcw home she imi; 
of the neighborhood in 
own house, to give the 
Lord's Day. Sixteen 
She had few books ei 
tliat was from the firs 
cecds of 'straw braid, 
manu&cture in this o 
useful volumes, and foi 
small cheat, which she 
and which is still presc 
by her children. This ■ 
cause for nearly half a 
the burden almost entit 



2M6 HISTORY OF BJLPTI8T8 IH KEW ENGLAND. 

tioo on Suodajs in a house on Olney Street The 
school was continued until 1819. Others, who desired 
to be engaged in a like service, met in Dr. Grano's 
study in 1818, to devise measures for the establish- 
ment of a Sunday-school. ''Henry Jackson was 
there, at whose suggestion the company had met; 
Bufus Babcock, Elisha Andrews, and other young 
students from the collie, together with young men, 
residents of the town; the pastor's daughters were 
there, and other young ladies; and the^e young 
Christians mingled together their prayers and delib- 
erations under the guidance of the pastor." The 
result of tliis meeting was the formation of a union 
school, which was held at noon on Sundays in the town 
bouse. This undertaking suggested to some of these 
young Christians the need of a Sunday-school con- 
nected with the First Baptist Church, and such a 
school was organized May 30, 1819, with about forty 
scholars. Prof. John L. Lincoln, in his history of 
the school, says that ''the older members of the 
church held aloof from the new movement with some 
apprehensions. They thought that the teaching of a 
school on Sunday would be an eQcr«)achmeut on sacred 
time, and they feared that there might be a falling off 
in parental instruction and so in family religion/' 

As Sunday-schools multiplied in the several State's, 
and their value to tli^ churches was recognized, it was 
deemed advisable that those especially interested in 
Sunday-school work should come together for the 
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sapport to foreign missions and Sunday-schools 
• • • by draining tlio country of money and starv- 
ing our own ministry?" The Association was equal 
to the occasion, and replied that if those who asked 
the question have so deprived themselves of the 
gospel at home, they are desired to reform and sui>- 
port the ministry among themselves. " But as far as 
their information extends the . • • ministry is best 
supported in those places where the greatest efforts 
are made to send the word of life to the destitute." 

The Maine Baptist Sabbath School Union was 
organized at Topsham, October 7, 1834. At the 
annual meeting of the Union, in 1835, the secretary 
of the Massachusetts Baptist Sabbath School Union 
was present, and laid before the Society a plan for a 
Sabbatli Scliool Convention to be composed of dele- 
gates from the scveml Sabbath School Unions in 
New England ; and delegates to the proposed Con- 
vention were chosen. It havin<; been suggested that 
Unions auxiliary to tiie Maine Union should be 
formed in each of the Associations to hold their 
meetings in connection with the Associations, it ap- 
peared in the annual ivi>ort of the Union, in 183G, 
that eight auxiliary Unions had been formed, viz.: 
York, Cumberland, Oxford. Bowdoinham, Waldo, 
Penobscot, Hancock, and Kennebec.' It was also 
stated that in the vicinity of Waterville twenty 

^ The fummAry of stiitisticB gnwe 225schooli, 1,471 teacherp, and 
10,408 icholart, witli W2 convcrtioiit. 
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The annual statistics show that from the organiza* 
tion of the Union there had been a steady and most 
encouraging increase. '^We are sorry to observe/' 
says the report for 1835, ^' that there are yet twelve 
or thirteen churches in our six Associations that have 
not reported any schools this year." 

The New Englaud Sabbath School Union was 
organized at Lowell, Mass., January 20, 1826, and 
at the meeting of the New Hampshire Union, Octo- 
ber 20th following, it was voted '^ that this Union 
become auxiliary to the New England Sabbath 
School Union.'' But the desire for a still wider 
fellowship in Sunday-school work was soon mani* 
fested, and at the meeting of the New Hampshire 
Baptist State Convention in 1839, a resolution was 
adopted in favor of the organization of an American 
Bapiist Sabbath School Union. The New Hamp- 
shire branch of the Baptist General Tract Socit^ty, 
organized June 28, 1834, changed its constitution 
October 29, 1840, and as the New Hampsiiire branch 
of the American Baptist Sunday-school and Publica- 
tion Society became connected with the National 
organization. But a separate organization soon 

wer« ooooected with it 27 tebooU, 212 teftch^n. ar^d 1,222 ftchoUrt. 
Between 1829 and 1S35, thm ae\»ool» incrtMMtd frfita 27 Uf 91, the 
teacben tram 212 to Su7, end ti»e •cholera ff/m 1,222 U* 6,083. 
The number in Bible cUttet duribff the Mime 7«*r* \hcritmuA 
from 170 to 1,287; end the ▼oliuaef io the librerm from X.XU^U* 
10,961. There were 4 beftieoM nptfrtU in VOU, mt^iuVMtU 




tE SnKDAY-SCHOOL MOVEMEXT. 251 

Bccmcd Icsirable, aod June 29, 1843, the State 
Coiivei 1, liv rpfiiu'st of the New Hampshire So- 
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but regretted its inability to furnish any staiistics. 
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Associations should adopt measures for seonring 
st.atislics of tiic Siuiday-sciiools, and th:it the statis- 
tics should be published in the Minutes. But the 
siatistics were not fortlicoming, and the Convention, 
in 186.3, appointed a committee on Sahbath Schwd 
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The oommittee adds: '^Almost all the Baptist 
Sabbath Schools in New Hampshire sustain the 
Sabbath School concert Very few maintain a 
teachers' meeting. In not more than one-half the 
schools is there a collection regularly taken for 
benevolent objects." In 1865, the Associations were 
requested to give their Sunday-school statistics in 
their reports to the Convention. 

But the impression was evidently deepening that 
the Sunday-school interests of the Baptists of New 
Hampshire were not receiving adequate attention; 
and, October 25, 1867, the eveuiug preceding the 
meetings of the New Hampshire Baptist Convention 
at Claremont, a meeting of delegates and other repre- 
sentatives of the Sunday-schools of the State was 
held, at which the '^New Hampshire Baptist Sunday- 
sdiool Convention'' was organized; and this separate 
oi^iiization has since been maintained.^ 

Vermont.— The Vermont Baptist Sabbat Ii School 
Union was organized in 1829. In 1831, from in- 
complete statistics, it was estimated that there were 
in the Vermont Baptist Sunday-schools al>out six 
thousaud scholars and six hundred and fifty teachers. 
In organizing and visiting schools the Union, during 
1830, had the services of Rev. J. Merriam, an a^nnt 

* Tho Oonyention has a ftatistical Mcrotary who, at th« U^i 
maeiing (ISQS), reported S2'ichoo1f, 1,162 officers and ieaehefs, 
8^796 tehoUn, with an arerage atteodanee of 6,306. 
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wiggestioD, however, seems not to have been adopted, 
ibr the committee on " Sabbath Schools" at the meeting 
of die Convention, iu 1850, pi-cscutcd a rcpoit in 
which, notwithstanding the fact that tlie Baptista of 
Vermont were not giving to the subject the attention 
ita importance demanded, it was admitted that during 
the preceding ten j'ears there had been some little 
advance in interest in the Sunday-school movement. 
It was believed, however, that tliere was a lack of 
organization. " W^e, as a denomination," said the 
committee, "have no State or county organiztuion, 
and but very few town or parish socioiics. The 
result is, we have no means of reaching tuose not 
now interested, or maturing or adopting the best 
modes of instruction." A committee was accord- 
ingly appointed to report a plan for a more thorough 
oi^nization. The report recommended " the a]>- 
pointment of one individual from each Association 
to oct'os a Vigilance Committee, wliose duty it shall 
be to devise and carry out effective measures for the 
promotion of an increased interest in all Sabbath 
schools in their respective Associations, and whose 
chairman shall report to this Convention at its annual 
meetings." Such a committee was appointed, with 
Rev. M. G. Hodge, chairman. Xc its report at the 
next ocnual meeting, the committee expressed pain at 
"the proofs which have been found almost every- 
where that Sunday-school efforts arc not duly apprc- 
dated." Still, in some of the Associations a 
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Baptists, was orgaoized auxiliary to the American 
Sunday-school Union. The need of such an organi- 
sation was apparent if the Sunday-school movement 
j was to receive the attention which its importance 
^demanded. At the Massachusetts Baptist Conven- 
tion in October, 1828, attention was called to the 
£ict that at a convention held in Cambridge in Sep- 
teml>er preceding, it was recommended that measures 
be taken to unite all the Baptist Sundajr-schools in 
the iState with the Massachusetts Sabbath School 
Union ; and the Convention earnestly und coi'dially 
endorsed this recommendation. From returns made 
to the Convention in 1830, it appeared that there 
were Sunday-schools connected with moat of the 
Baptist ciiurches in the State, and that these were 
generally in a prosperous condition. In 1832, the 
Oongr^atiooalists withdrew from the Massachusetts 
Sabbath School Union and established the Miissa- 
cliusetis Sabbath School Society. This led to the 
Baptists the original society; but those who were 
interested in Sunday-school worl: soou were of iho 
opinion that a society, whose field of ot>erations 
should include the New England States, wus prefer- 
able, and accordingly, in 1836, the New England 
Baptist Sunday-school Union was oipinized. The 
Massachusetts Sabbath School Union, however, con- 
tinned its work.^ 

■ Id tha yaar ISSO, it roportod 12 auxiliiiries, 216 •choali, 2,(43 
tawh«r*, ami 18,4M •olwUr*, of whom 4&T uoilud with iLo 
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thid time until 1S84, ull matlers peilainin^ to Suiuiay- 
school work in tiie State were lut't to tiie vurioiu 
A»5ociational Sunday-school organizations. In 1884, 
however, at the mei'tin^;^ of tlio Ma&sacliuselts Ilupiisi 
Convention in Fall Hi ver. a committee wasappuintod 
to act witli the coniiiiittco of arrangemeut.-j for the 
next meeting in maiving pre])a rations for n iiieetiu!^ 
in the iiilerestri of the Sunday-school work of the 
S[ule. Tliis eoiumittee arranged fur a meeting iu 
conjunction with the JIass:iciinselts Baptist Sunday- 
school Association. Tliis As'>ociation had its origin 
in a conventioH of the Sunday-school teaeheis of the 
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Boston North Association, at Watertown, February 
18, 1885. As there was now in Massachusetts no 
State Baptist Sunday- scliool organization, and "an 
evident lack of systematic phuining for the forma- 
tion of new schools, and the development of enthu- 
siasm by the concentration and co-operation of 
Christian forces," the president of the Convention 
%vas directed to appoint a committee to confer witli 
tlie executive committees of other Sunday-school 
conventions, with the Baptist Superintendents' As- 
sociation, and the committee appointed by the 
l^Iassacliusetts Baptist Convention. These various 
committees met in Boston, June 10, 1885, and or- 
ganized the Association. Its first meeting was held 
in Worcester, October 29, 1885. Since that time 
meetings have been held each year in connection with 
the meetings of the Massac! lusetts Baptist Convention. 
At these meetings the Sunday-school work has re- 
ceived deserved attention, statistics concerning the 
schools connected with the Baptist churches in Massa- 
chusetts have been presented, and the idea has been 
strongly enforced that the Sunday-school mission is 
the feeder to the Christian church.^ 

The Massachusetts Baptist Sunday-school Asso- 
tion was incorporated under the laws of Massachu- 
sctts, October 26, 1892. 

' At the meeting in 1886, tho number of Bnptist Sumlny^ 
•chools in tho State wot given as 816, with 60,678 momberi. Tho 
•chooU, in 1802, had increased to 862, and the member» to 08, 746. 
The present number of iichooU( 181)8) i«886, with 60,832 incmbcris 
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school AsaociatioD. At this mcctiog o committee 
was appointed to draft a constitution. This was 
presented on the following duy, and "The Rhode 
Island Baptist Subbath School Association " wa^ 
organized. At the organization of the Association 
ten sodetics, with a membership of two thousand 
four hundred ttacbers and scliolars, were re))resented. 
At the meeting of the Association, in 1842, a total 
of three thousand four hundred and ninety teachers 
and scholars was reported. Until 1851, the meet- 
ings of the Association were held in connectioD with 
the meetings of the \yarreQ Association. Id 1S52, 
the meeting was held in connection with the State 
Convention. Twenty-two schools, represented by 
letters and delegates, reported four thousand one 
hundred and Btxty-three teachers and scholars. At 
the meeting in 1853, the question of reoiganization 
was discussed, and finally tlie matter was referred to 
a committee. The old organization was regarded as 
no longer in existence, and at a meeting of tho State 
CoQventiun, in 1854, n committee was appointed to 
prepare a constitution for tlic Sabbatii Sdiool Asso- 
ciation. A draft was submitted and adopted, tlic new 
orgaaization being known as " The Rhode Island Ikp 
tlst Sunday-school Convention." There is no reference 
to the new organisation in tlie Convention Minutes for 
1865. The Convention brought the Sunday-school 
Convention into existence and then left it to take care 
of itself. This it has done, and it has continued its 
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in the valley of the Mississippi. The Society^ in 
1836| became auxiliary to the New England Sunday- 
achool Union. In 1837, a Sunday-school missionary 
was employed for a time among the feeble churches 
in Litchfield County. The number of conversions 
in the schools during the year was one hundred and 
sixty-three. New schools and many adult Bible 
classes were organized. In order that the Sunday- 
school movement might receive an added impulse, 
pastors were requested to preach at le;ist once a year 
on Sunday-scliools, urging their importance and sug- 
gesting methods of improvement When, in 1842, 
the Baptist General Tract Society changed its name 
to the American Baptist Publication and Sunday- 
school Society, the Connecticut Baptist Sabbath 
Scliool Society became the Connecticut Baptist Sun- 
day-school and Publication Society. But the work 
of the Society did not seem to demand a separate 
organization, and in 1845 the Society voted to transfer 
its interests to the State Convention. At the meeting 
of the Convention, in 1846, the secretary was directed 
to secure such statistics conceiving the Baptist Sun- 
day-schools in the State as could be obtained, and 
print the same in the Minutes. No such statistics 
appeared in the Minutes that year, and in those of 
the following year appeared the significant note : ''As 
only about twenty churches, out of more than one 
hundred connected with the Convention, have fur- 
nished the statistics of their Sabbath-schools, the 
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the &ct that the Sondaj-school Conventioiis at the 
several Aasociatioiie in* the State Iiad appmntcd com« 
mittees for a general oonferenoe in order to devise 
plans and methods, ways and mcansi of prosecuting 
more efficiently and systematically tlie Sunday-sohool 
woric of the Baptist churches in Connecticut; and 
the Convention appointed a committee to confer with 
the committees already appointed. As a result of 
this conference tlie Connecticut Baptist Bible School 
Union was organized in 1883; and the Convontioni 
in 1884, expressly approved of the work of the 
Union during the year in gathering ' statistioii in 
securing unity in statistical reports, and in stimulat- 
ing denominational Sunday-school work. A summer 
meeting at Crescent Boach now brings ti)gcthor the 
Sunday-school workers of the State in annual con- 
ference, in place of the meetings formerly hold. 
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and kindred organizations soon came into existence. 
In •• 1809, a Woman's Mite Society in Charlestown, 
Mass., 'organized by women " who engaged to i>ay 
one cent a week for the purpose of sending mission- 
aries, who shall publish the doctrines of the cross in 
new settlements, and other places where the name of 
the Saviour is hardly known," sent to the Massa- 
chnseits Baptist Missionary Society seventy dollars 
and thirty-six cents collected during the preceding year. 
A like society in Providence, R. I., sent to the same 
society May 14, 1809, one hundred and fourteen dol- 
lars and twenty cents. Tiie Women's Mite Society 
at Warren, R. I., constituted September 26, 1808, 
sent the same year fifty-five dollars. The Minutes of 
the Warren Association from 18^-8, for quite a number 
of years, include the contributions of these mite 
societies. The Minutes of the other Baptist Associa- 
tions in New England at that time make mention of 
like contributions. In 1810, the Female Cent Society 
in Portland, Maine, forwarded to the Maine Baptist 
Missionary Society sixteen dollars and fifty cents. 
The Female Donary Society in North Yarmouth sent 
twenty dollars and eighty cents in the following year. 

In 1812, the first-fruits of the Female Benevolent 
Society of Livermore, Maine, wliere George Dana 
Boardman, the sainted missionary, was bom in 1801, 
amounted to fourteen dollars and eight cents. 

At first these contributions were designated for 
home mission purposes ; but information concerning 




BAPTIST WOMEN AND CHRISTIAN MtSSIOSS. 257 

tlic work of foreign missions awalconcd iatcrcst in 
chat enterprise, and in 1811, the Boston Female 
Socii rposes appropriated all its 

siibsc.. "to the translation of tiie 

Scripture stensively and successfully 

by the Se ram pore in Bengal." 

Sspccia 'I n Baptist chtircbcs in New 

Suglana tercd upon iiis work in 

Burma. » of various kinds were 

organizeu, i_ :ig, weaving, and knitting 

societies " were mu " with a view to aid tlu 

great object of sending tue gospul to the ends of tbe 
earth." From these societies year by year funds 
came into the treasury of the various missionary 
organizations. An c.xaniiuation of tiie list of dona- 
tions published by these societies reveals this fact. 
But their number did not increase with the increase 
in the numlwr of churclies. 

A new era with reference to woman's work in 
missions opened with the organization in New York, 
in 1861, of the Woman's Union Missionary Socictv. 
Tliis was an undeuominational society for the pnriK>so 
of enlisting the inlerest of women in foreign mifLsion- 
ary work. It is said to have owed its existence to 
[lie suggestion of itrs. Mason, a Baptist missionary 
in Burma, and from the first there were Baptists 
among its members. 

Not long after came the suggestion of a woman's 
Baptist foreign missionary society also. Mrs. C. H. 
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CSarpenteri of the Bossein Miflrion, in Bunna, writing 
November 23, 1870, to her sister, the wife of Dr. 
Hovey, of Newton Centre, Mass., said : ^' We are 
doing all we have strength for, but the wheels turn 
heavily and we see the harvest perishing for the lack 
of reapers. Pray for us. I am not sure that you 
yourselves have not a work to do for missions at 
home — the forming of women's missionary societies 
auxiliary to the Missionary Union. I believe that is 
the true course.'' Mrs. Hovey mentioned this sug- 
gestion to others, prominent among whom was Mrs. 
(Sardner Colby, who not only favored the organization 
of a Woman's Missionary Society, but interested 
other ladies in the movement February 11, 1871, a 
mission circle having been formed in the Baptist 
church at Newton Centre, a meeting was held for the 
purpose of taking into consideration the organization 
of a Woman's Missionary Society for the benefit of 
women in heathen lands, this society to bo auxiliary 
to the American Baptist Missionary Union. It was 
decided to organize such a society. The draft of a 
constitution was prepared, circulars were issued, and 
April 3, 1871, about two hundred ladies met in the 
Clarendon Street Baptist Church, Boston. At this 
meeting the proposed constitution was adopter], nn<l 
at an adjourned meeting held April 10, 1871, ofll/Mrs 
of the Woman's Baptist Foreign Missionary Htttifiiy 
were elected, and the society entered upon its irfii>ort« 
aot work. It was the expectation of tliosa wIm; 



per- 
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organized the society that its liomc field would be 
co-cxtcnsive with that of tbo Missionary Union, hut 
the organization of tbo Wunoiin's Baptist Misslonaij 
Society of the West, May 9. 1871, which also was 
made auxiliary to the Missionary Uuiou, frustrated 
this lio))e. Califomtii nod Oregon societies wore 
organized later. Possibly Ihero has been a deeper, 
interest in the work on tlic part of many because 
tlie local feeling whicli in this way liaa bcou awakeut 

The firsc missionary sent out by tlic Woman^ 
Baptist Foreign Missionary Society was Miss Kale 
F. Evans, of Plaifisville, Va., who for five y.^i-s !.nd 
been asking the Missionary Union for einploymL-ni 
as a missionary. She sailed for Durma, Deccraijcr 
16, 1871, in company with the first missionary st'n[ 
out by ihe Woman's Fnruign Missionary Society of 
the West. The firsi medical missionary sent ont bv 
tin; society was Dr. Ellon E. Mitchell, who, in 1S7S, 
responded to a call of the Board for tins service. 
For eight years aii<i a half she did a noble service iu 
Burma, ti-avding from place to place as her services 
were required. Others followed her, und have done 
a like pitient, earnest, self-sacrificing work. Many 
of the missionaries of tiiis society have devotc-d tln.'m- 
sclves to educational work. Indeed, with the cxcc[i- 
tiou of liangoon OjUegc, the culk«gc at Gn^Mlc, and 
the theological institutions, the funds for school 
have been furnished by the women's societies of the 
East and West Funds too have been raiscj for 
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school buildings, and two of the school buildings in 
Japan, the Sarah Curtis Home at Tokyo, and the 
Mary L. Colby Home at Yokohama, bear familiar 
names among the home workers of the society. 

A large number of native Bible women are em- 
ployed by the society in the various mission fields. 
All of them have had such special training as the 
missionaries have been able to provide, while some 
of them, the wives of the native preachers, have had 
the theological training which their husbands have 
secured. The value of their services cannot be over- 
estimated, as these women make their way from town 
to town, village to village, and entering the homes of 
the people make known the glad tidings, opening 
and reading the sacred word.^ The society has repre- 
sentatives in Burma, India, Assam, China, Japan, 
and Africa, also in three European countries. Of 
the society's missionaries in Africa, one represents 
the colored people of the South, and is a fruit of the 
labors of the Woman's American Baptist Home Mis- 
sion Societv.* 

^ The whole number of missionnrics stippurtod by the society 
from its organization to 1803 (including tlioso under uppoiiitmont 
iu April, 1S03), is 105. In 1893, tlic society had 58 niiiwioDarifts, 
S under appointment, 129 Bible women, 823 schools, 9,730 pupils, 
and the number of baptisms reported for the year was 815. 

' In the twenty-two years of the society's work the recoiptu, 
including donations for the homo for the children of missionaries, 
it at follows: 1872, e^, 172.63; 1873, 920,158.67; 1874, $26,061.52; 
1875, $29,609.80; 1876, |33,2G0.69; 1877, |35,025.00; 1878, 930,- 
260.43; 1870,111,472,77; 1880,146,178.82; 1881, 9oO,010.01; 1882, 
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order to escape the penalties of overwork, some of 
the missionaries^ quite a number of years ago, secured 
as a sanitarium a tiny cottage at Monmagon, near 
Tavoyi Burma. In 1884, this cottage needed ex- 
tensive repairs, and the Board very wisely decided 
to build a new and more suitable edifice. Here the 
weary workers, who find it necessary to *' come . . • 
apart • • . and rest awhile,'' still have a home which 
has been the succorer of manv. 

The first president of the society was Mrs. Mary 
L. Colby, of Newton Centre, Mass. Deeply in- 
terested in the work of foreign missions long before 
the organization of the society, she brought to its 
councils an earnest, consecrated heart, and for nine- 
teen years she served the society with a devotion that 
never flagged; but, feeling no longer equal to the 
responsibilities of the {position, she resigned in 1890, 
and was made honorary president of the society, and 
also an honorary member of the Boanl for life. Her 
successor is Miss Sarah C. Durfce, of Providence, 
B. I., who for nineteen years had served most effi- 
ciently as State secretary for Rhode Island, and for 
fourteen years as clerk of the society and also of the 
Board. 

The first corresponding secretary of the society 
was Mrs. M. H. Bixby, whose mission service in 
Burma had made her fiimiliar with the work in 
heathen lands. In 1872, on account of failing 
health, she was obliged to relinquish the position, 
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treasoier, and Mn. Williams was transferred to the 
Board* 

The work of the society was at first reported in ** The 
Alissiouary Magazine'' in a department called ** The 
Helping Hand/' Two years later this department was 
transferred to *' The Macedonian/' In four yeorsi hav- 
ing become the property of the Woman's Societ/i ** The 
^lacedonian '' assumed the name of ^'The Helping 
Hand.'' In 1883, the publicatiou of '' Little Helpetv/' 
for young children, was commenced; anil in i887| 
''The Kings Messengers to Heathen I^andi/' for 
older boys and girls, was added. All of these pub- 
lications are under the editorial direction of Mrs. C. 
W. Train. The society publishes a monthly latter from 
some one of its missionaries for the use of circles. 

HoM£ Missions. — ^The first Baptist woman's homo 
mission society in New Engknd was formed in 1803, 
at the First Baptist Church, Providence, R. I., undor 
the name of the Female Mite Society of the First Ba])- 
tist Church. Its object was ** to aid in sending the 
gospel to the wilds of Western New York and Went' 
em Pennsylvania." Other societies of like chanU/'tivr 
followed, and for a number of years they were IwU^ 
pendent of any general organization. A fmr tlm for- 
mation of the Masiacbiiiietts Jkiptist MimUnmry 
Sodecy, contributioos were sent Up its irtmmiry io \m 
used by the Board in ^* tlie ffr/fitUf rniiilstumuiM of 
Vennooty Peoosylvaoiay aad eJsewti«r<^/' tj^r, In 
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qoarten at Boeton was to engage in edacational work, 
oo-operating with ^The American Baptist Home 
Mission Society," and with New England as its terri- 
toxy. The society with headquarters at Chicago was 
independent of the American Baptist Home Mission 
Society. The first year's work of the Boston society 
was mostly among the froedmen and Indians. The 
first teachers sent directly to the field were Mrs. 
Kelly and Miss Champney^ to whom in 1878 work 
was assigned in the Indian Territory. In the early 
history of the society several churches would unite in 
the support of a teacher, but as the years passed this 
was less frequently done, and money was sent directly 
to the treasury without designating for whom or iu 
what way it sboold be used. 

In 1881, in answer to an urgent appeal for Chris- 
dan teacheTB from Mr. Quarles, a colored minister of 
Atknta, Ga., Miss & B. Packard and Miss H. E. 
Giles went to that city under direction of the Board, 
^ to ei^age in whatever educational work their jud;^- 
ment should dictate.'' Amid discourugements tiiat 
would have daunted less courageous hearts^ they laid 
the foundation of Spelman Seminary. The school 
began its rxJMenee in the damp, gloomy Testry of a 
churdi. At the present time iu beautiful buil<}iiigs, 
and its complete equipment for edui^ational work, are 
the admiratioo of all who visit the int>tituti<>o. 
Much ct its BMterial prosperity is due to the munifi- 
oeooe <rf* Mr. John D. OodkefeUer. The uplifting 
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infiuencG of this seminary is fell tlii'otigliuut the Soath 
and io foreign lauiia, while the names of S. B. Pack- 
ui-d and H. E. Giles are writuni upon ibc tiearta and 
in the lives of tlioiisands of coloi'ed girls wLu have 
enjoyed die advantages of Siwlman Seminary. A 
missionary ti-aining dc|)artment has lecontly bccu 
added to the other dejtaitments in the seminary, 
with the purpose of preparing young colored women 
to do efficient missionary work among their owu 
people. 

During tlie sixteen years of its existence, the 
Woman's Amcricsiii Baptist Home Mission Society 
iias siippoi'lLnl teaehors among the Murranns, frood- 
nicn, Indians, Chinese, Mexicans, Alaskans, and 
oiliei-s. The numlx-r of tcaeliers from five in the first 
year of the society's liistory, has incrcasL'd to fifty. 
eight. Tlio society lias contributed largely for the 
erection of school Iniildings at Spchiian, in the ciiy 
of Mexico, and at Salt Lake, and lias generously 
aide<I otiiers, and supported many bcncticiaries in 
tlieso schools. Some mi.s.sionary work at length was 
done in Alaska, but the menihei-s of tlie Board were 
fully convinced that to do the best service among the 
Alaskans an orphanage was needed aa a home for the 
cldldi'cn for whom no one seemed to earc. In Decem- 
ber, 1891, the Board voted to erect sncli a homo at a 
cost of ten thousand dollars. Tlie orpliauage has 
been completed and the society has a well finished 
and fnrnisliod bnilding, and tJie institution h:is been 
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placed in the hands of two teachers who have entered 
upon their work. 

An ui^nt call for a paper to give information con* 
oeming the work of the society, resulted in a vote of 
the Board in Februaiy, 1885| that such a paper 
should be published. It was entitled '^ The Home 
Mission Echo/' and was placed under the editorial 
management of the vice-president of the society, Mrs. 
Anna S. Hunt, of Augusta, Maine, and has been 
very helpful in developing added interest in tlie 
socie^s work. 

The first president of the society was Mrs. J. Ban- 
vard, of Nepouset, Mass., who filled the office from 
November, 1877, till May, 1881, when the pressure 
of home duties compelled her to resign. Mrs. 
Thomas Nickerson, of Newton Centre, who was 
prominent in the organization of the society, was 
then elected president, and held the office until May, 
1890, when ill health compelled her to resign. For 
twelve years Mrs. Nickerson faithfully and lovingly 
served the society, three years as chairman of the 
Executive Board, and nine years as president of the 
society and chairman of the Board. Under her wise 
and careful administration the work of the society 
was greatly enlarged, and in 1888, the charter was so 
amended as to include all parts of North America. 
Mrs. Nickerson was made honorary president of the 
society, and an honorary member of the Board for 
life; and from the time of her resignation until 
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her death, July, 1891, her interest was UDdimin- 

lEhed. 

In December 1890, she was succeeded in the presi- 
dency by Mrs. Alice B. Coleman, of Boston, who for 
a number of years had beun a prominent niembtrr of 
the Boai-d and a lea<ler in all of tlie society's work. 

At tliQ oi-ganization of the society Mrs. Nickerson 
was elected correapondini; secretary, but was com- 
pelled almost immediately lo resign, and Miss S. B. 
Packard, of Boston, was elected in her place. She 
held the position until 1881, when the entered opoa 
licr work at Atlanta- Mrs. F. S. Hcssoltine, of Mc-I- 
rose, Mass., was made licr successor, but ^^as com- 
pelled to resign on account of ill liealih. Mre. 
Andrew Pollanl was then elected and hel<i the posi- 
tion from 1882, until June, 1880, when her Jicalih 
compelled her to relinquish tim work. lu September, 
1886, Mrs. M. C. Reynolds, of Wallingford, Conn., 
became her successor. 

Tlic first treasurer was Mrs. Pollard, and in 1882, 
wJicn she became secretary, the two offices were 
united, and so remained until lier resignation in IStJD. 
The work was then divided, and Miss Marij.irci. 
McWliinnic, of Waterbury, Conn., was apjioi ntt-il 
treasurer. Faitiifiilly she served in this po.siiioii nntil 
compelled by ill health to i-esign, and was succeeded 
in December, 1890, by Miss Alice E. Stedman, of 
Cambridge, Mass. In June, 1893, Mrs. James 
MeWliinuie, of Cambridge, a member of the Board 
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for Dine yeurs, was appointed superintendent of 
Alaskan work and general assistant of the society,^ 

^The receipt! of the Societj since iU organisation have been as 
foUowa: First jear, $1,688.62; eeeond and ono-balf year, 
•S,487.J0; third year, 8,629.47; fourth year, $6,097.82; fifth year, 
t0.85L84; sixth year, $20,27a06 ; seyenih year, $16,487.28 ; eighth 
year, $21,017.28; ninth year, $28,678.41; tenth year, $27,199.94; 
•leventh year, $28,846.80; twelfth year, $24,084.80; thirteenth 
year, $88,486.90; fourteenth year, $28,48L16; fburtaenth year 
(for Alaska), $4,179.06; flfteenth year, $88,099.72; fifteenth yaar 
(te Alaska), $8,709.74; toUl, $808,886.88. 
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land "of any oi win tbe land"; ami he 

mentioned fourteen . of their lielicf. The 

second and third arc these: "That in infinite mercy 
the e[ernal Fatlier gave a certain niinibci- of tiie chil- 
dren of men to his beloved Son, before the world was, 
to redeem and save : and tliat he, by hia olKnlience and 
sntrerin^s, has procured eternal redemption for ihem. 
That hy tbe influence of the Holy Spirit, these per- 
sons individually, as they come into existence are 
offectualiy called in time, and savingly renewed in the 
spirit of their minds." This dcclar.ition was in har- 
mony with the declaration of the Philadelphia Con- 
fession of Faith, which as the London Baptist Con- 
fession of 1C89, an adapLaiion of the Westminster 
Confession for nse in Baptist churches, was generally 
recognized an an apiiciJved suindanl of Baptist belief. 
But the preaching of Wiiitcfield and others during 
the great revival and subsequently, had made promi- 
nent the universality of tlie atonement of Ciirisi: 
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and there were those in Baptist charches who had 
been powerfully inflaenoed by these views. Benjamin 
Bandalli the founder of the Freewill Baptist denomi- 
nation, was of this number. At first a Congregation- 
alist, he became at length a Baptist^ and was baptized 
by Rev. William Hooper at Berwick, Maine, August 
14, 1776, on the day of Mr. Hooper's ordination. 
Not long after he began to preach, and in his prcacli- 
ing he invited sinners to accept offered pardon, God 
being unwilling ''that any should perish." Men 
might reject his message, but it was because of the 
unwillingness of their hearts to accept Christ as their 
Saviour, and not because of any insufficiency in the 
provisions of the everlasting gospel which he had 
received. 

In this he supposed he was in agreement with his 
Baptist brethren. Calvinism and Arminianism he 
had never heard discussed. '' As the doctrine of Cal- 
vin had not been in dispute among us," he once said, 
^ I had not considered whether I believed it or not. 
But as the Lord had shown me a universal atonement 
and fullness enough in Christ for all men — the 
appearance of grace to all men — tliat the call of the 
gospel was to all, and that God was not willing that 
any should perish — that same love constrained me to 
go forth, and call upon all to come to Christ and be 
saved I " 

Early in 1779, Mr. Randall was askcil in a public 
assemblv bv one of his brethren whv he did not 
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preaol the doctrini; of election ae Calvin licM it. A 
disGuf ioii followed, and this was ihc bcginiiing of a 
raovei ""» ™l.i^l. ™a,.lt«l -it length in Mr. Ramiiill'* 
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church to labor with me that ever I knew of; and s 
they let nie alone." In fact, Mr. Randall, al the inn- 
sei, and for some time even, Lad no thought of foiinii- 
ing a new denomination. In or^atiiKing a church at 
New Duriiam, N. H., ho and his breiliron ori,':uii7.i?ii 
what liiey called a Bajitidt chiirdi. Other clmrclied 
were constituted holding simiiai- views. The l»i\-,K-ii 
iM'twcoii ihiSL' chnrdies and regular liaptist chiiivlics 
graduiillv widened, and tiie lines at length weiv finniv 



There can be no doubt bnt that tlic discussions that 
attended the Ijogiuningsof tlie Fivewill iJaiiti.st niovo- 
mcnt modified in some degree tlje views of IJnptists 
in tlu..se i^rts of New England where tl-e Fi-.-L^wiii 
Hajicift.-i were most inimcrous. More powerful iji 
New Enghind generally, however, w.is the influcniv 
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of Andrew Fuller, the gifted pastor at Kettering, 
England, who in 1785, in opposition to the hvper- 
Oalvinistic views of many of his brethren, published 
his ''Grospel Won hv of All Acoeptation/' A con- 
flict followed in which Fuller bore a heroic part 
His ^ Oalvinistic and Socinian Systems Examined and 
Compared," and his *^ Gospel its own Witness,'' were 
powerful instruments in modifying the extreme views 
that had hitherto been held by Baptists in England. 
These writings found their way into New England, 
and aided in bringing about a like result there. 

But as to the fundamental doctrines of grace the 
Baptists of New England were immovable. In the 
great Unitarian apostasy many in the Puritan 
churches were swept away, but the Baptists were 
uninfluenced by this movement except as they received 
help from it because of their steadfastness. 

When Judson's change of views proved a trumpet 
call for American Baptists to engage in mission work, 
the Baptists in New England were ready for a prompt 
and hearty response. The hyper-Calviuists liad no 
ear for that call. Anti-mission Baptists, they had no 
message for the heathen nations, and they would do 
nothing for those who had. But happily now they 
were few in number, and their constantly lessening 
influence was no hindrance to the enthusiastic effons 
of the great body of New England Baptists in l)ehalf 
of missions. 

At length, however, it was deemed best that the 
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ID a repoblicadon of the DedaratioD and Covenant, 
" with Baoh revision as on mature reflection he deems 
called for, after the lapse of twenty years," and 
supplying two new articles, one on repentance and 
&ith, and the other on sanctiScatioD, Mr. Brown 
annoanoed himself as the author of the original 
publicaUon.' 

In general the Baptist churches in New England 
have fonnd that the New Hampshire articles of faith 
are an adequate expression of the body of doctrines 
held by tliem. There have been individuals, in some 
instances prominent ministers, who have believed, 
thought, and practised, in some respects contrary to 
the common faith. Some churches have been led to 
place themsdves, at least for a white, in opposition to 
the general belief. But the denomination has been 
wise in its action in such cases. When possible it 
has allowed dissent and disseutere to remain witliin 
it. "To attempt the contrary would be to fail in the 
deugn of the attempt, and to accomplish its opposite. 
A break or schism has taken phice only when dissent 
has so made issue with the denomination, that, with- 
out the break, the doctrine of the dissent must be 
endorsed. As a church is manifestly not responsible 
for all the sentiments, principles, or practices of all 

>B«T. 'William HurUnon "Tha OiroumiUncei Attending tlM 
Tonofttion of th« New EMniMliire Oonfeiuon of pMth."--lCiix 
ntM of tfa« Haw Hanpelure Baptiit AnoiTecMriei, ISBl, i^ 
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its m mbcrs ; and does not endorse and mamtain aU 
those seDtiments, principles, and practices as of Godg 
and hence ia " ' ' lidrawfromcverv impor- 

feet membei liilate itself; so lias the 

Baptist de every other religions' 

eanimuniiy, id, and thus far felloe 

iihil)ed those i.,.. es contrary to the cum* 

mon faith. It tii done this, and this ifir 

must and will do Not to do it i^ dia»jlii< 

tion sudden and < But to claim tliis reteii- 

lion and fellowship i itienta as an endorsement 

of their doctrine*, an^ ,.„ .instituting them Baptist 
doctrines, is a confusion. An issue may be so made iiji 
that tlie denomination must cither accept the dissent 
or separate from tlic dissenters. Separate then it 
ninst, or deny itjelf. Such has been its practire 
hitherto. It has thus far stood together in doctrine a 
compact body." ' 

During the century the proportion of ediicati'd 
minirrlcrs in the Biipiist chiirciies of Xew Knglanil 
iios gi'c-atly iriereased, and is now very large. " lic- 
nonncing their prefeivntc for 'lowly preaciiin<:,' they 
have become zealous promoters of ministerial educa- 
tion ; among their divines are men wiiose names are 
ornaments of A morican scholarship, but it la a notice- 
able fact that tlieir valuable contributions to religious 
literature have all been in the lilie of biblical exe- 
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pmsT^ Bfon UaKvBtT, Golfar UaiTcnirr, aad 
Newxoo Theologiesd l u mum mm knre dcoe 
flervioe in •ecBiiag tkb iCMk. All 
to the fiuhen who, vica lew adfsatjgea^ vroi^t so 
nobly in hijiag die fwilifii— of eo nanj of the 
New Engkad chnrefaei ! Xo( a lev of them, tlioeigii 
<lc«titqte of the mining of die nehooK were higfalT 
educated men. TWr mnde die beat of die opportn* 
nities that woe thesis. Bat ttnyefrionablT, with the 
ertensioa and diffnii^m of knowledge, and the in- 
creaeed firfitiea fiir nofoirii^ an eioeataoo, trie 
miniatry in the BapML chnithei of New En^^ad 
has made diat p ro gress which die geoend aritrance 
in intell^enee has demanded. Some of the oidtr 
ministers have cjlled attention to a change in the 
preaching in die Baptist cfaarches. Dr. Benedict, in 
his " Fifty Yeais Among the Baptists,'' referring to 
the earlier part of the centorr, said : " Tiien, and 
with onr orthodox Baptists, a sermon woold have 
been aoooonted altogether defecdre whicii did not 
touch npon election, total depraritr, final perse ver- 
mnoe, etc.'' Cenainlr this would not now be a defect. 
The doctrines are sdll held, bat ^ thoadii and Ftodv 
have extended knowledge, both sacred and secubr, 
into many a new field, and along many a n^^ line, 
fiir beyond the boondaries which shot it in a hundred 
years ago, and oar tkciliueB of oommanication have 
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persons were appointed to carry this vote into effect'' 
A little bter we begin to bear of total abstinence^ and 
at length of measures for the entire suppression of the 
liquor traffic In m:iny of the clmrchcs temperance 
societies were formed, and efforts were made to in- 
struct the young in sound temperance principles. 
Baptist Associations and State Conventions also, year 
by year as the movement went on, placed on record 
their unalterable convictions concerning the evils of 
intemperancei and tiieir pur{)ose to do everything in 
their power to educate the public with reference to 
these evils, and to use all lawful means for the de- 
struction of the liquor traffic throughout the laud. 

Slavery also, as it existed in the Southern States, 
early attracted attention in the Baptist churches of 
New England. First, there were efforts made to aid 
the Colonization Society; and then, not long after 
1830, the immediate abolition of slavery was urged. 
It was not forgotten that a large }K>rtion of the Chris- 
tian community in the slave-holding States belonged 
to Baptist churches, and that these, our brethren, re- 
garded it as a duty to do all in their power to promote 
the temporal and spiritual welfare of their slaves; 
but none the less earnestly did the various Associa- 
tions and State Conventions and Anti-slavery societies 
declare their opposition to slavery, and especially to 
the effort which at length wsis made to extend its 
domain into free territorv. When the Civil War 

m 

0]K*ned, the hand of Ood was recognized in it, and 
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frum ti to time throughout the war rosolntious wcro 
ailoptcd exprcssiiiiT an ODshakcn confidence lu the ulti- 
mate iriumpj rmsaiid the overthrow 
of slavery. ig Iwcn secured, the 
duty of the Cii m Tcuce to the emanci- 
pated race vtsl, j.t ;nize(l, and org-anixcd 
efforts in behalf imon receivcii hearty 
support. While tl were considering the 
evils of slavery, tl e discussion between 
President Wayland University, and Rev. 
Dr. Richard Fuller, I) Carolina, occurred. 
Dr. "Wayland rcpivsciiteu icie intense convictions, not 
only of tlie Baptists of Xow England, but ilirou-h- 
ont the Xortli ; while Dr. Fuller spoke for his breth- 
ren in the Soutli. It was a discussion which was 
char.icterizcd by the Chrisiian spirit of the dispuiauls, 
as well as by the ability witli which the argument was 
maiatainc<l. 

With the advance of the century, more attention 
has been paid to the social life of the Baptist chnrches 
in New England. The aim has been to bring to- 
gctlier tlie members of tlio churches and those wor- 
sliiping with them, and so to make use of social in- 
fluences in promoting the work of the church. To 
these purely social g:itlicriiigs the Social Union has 
been aduod, an organization not only to promote good 
feilowsliip on the part of tlic members of neighboring 
chureiics, but to interest them in the various ciitor- 
priaes in which the denomination is engaged. The 
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the fintof tkae«^g^aiaiioqiL It owed ns or%ia to 
the mggeaAm of die life Baa. J. IL a \niHuns, 
of OunbffM^ Mmd whtm mmmnrd had ao email- 
meot of fbrtT-«uc ~— ^" At tiie meedi^ pie- 
limimiy to of gioijaii oiy Hob. James H. Daocui, of 
HftTerhilly vai pnmafl^ mad Hob. Isae Dftris^ of 
Waraefter, pfoided. One of die qoestioos before 
this maeliiig had idereoee to the mme whicn the 
aaw otgMiiiatiOB dioald beu. The deosioo was not 
an easT ooe; and, as the eompanj was aboot to 
sepaiate without agieeiiig npoo a name, the late Mr. 
BenjamiD F. Brooks sud, ^ Let as call it a Sudal 
Union.'' The aaggesdaa was adopted. The bte 
Hon. J. Warren Iferriil was its first president, and 
he has had a long line of worthj saooeasars. The 
Union has now about three handred members, who 
meet monthlr. After a €»llatioo, vital questions are 
presented br oonsideruion^ questions caooeming edo- 
cation, missions, cfanrch extension, and whatever per* 
tains to the genersl welfiire of Baptist diorcbes ; and 
practical remits liave followed. The Boston Baptist 
Social Union has had a powerful inflaence in advanc- 
ing Baptist interests in New England, and is making 
that inflaence felt with added force vear br vear. 

Not oolr have other Social Unions been formed 
among the Baptists of New England, as in Spring- 
fidd, Worcester, Salem, Mass. ; Hartford and Nor* 
widi. Conn.; Providence, B. L; and Portland, Me.; 
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ready the society had depositories in New York, St 
Louisy and Chicago. The Boston Depository was 
opened in Tremont Temple, and there it remained 
antil the fire in 1879, when it was compelled to seek 
quarters elsewhere. In the reconstruction of the 
Temple, it was found impossible for the depository 
to secure adequate accommodations, and permanent 
quarters were obtained at 256 Washington Street, 
where the business of the Boston branch of the Pub- 
lication Society has since been transacted. 

The first depositary of the Society in Boston was 
Mr. Howard Gannett. The business of the branch 
naturally was nut very large at the first, but the in- 
crease was steady. Mr. Greorge H. Springer suc- 
ceeded Mr. Grannctt, and under his direction the 
business has grown to lai^e proportions. The B:ip- 
lists of New England find at the depository denomi- 
national literature, including hymn books, Sunday- 
school library books, lesson helps, tracts, etc., and the 
general trade also is quite extensive. 

At the rooms of the Boston branch house is the 
office of the New England District Secretary, llcv. 
Charles H. S))alding, whose work it is to promote 
the interests of the Bible and missionary dei>artments 
of tlie Publication Society in his district Mr. Siiald- 
ing was appointed district secretary in October, 1886, 
and makes the position exceedingly helpful to the 
Baptist churches in New England. His predecessors 
were Rev. William C. Child, D. D., and Rev. Andrew 
Pollard, D. D. 
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The Baptist press iu Kew EDglaud ban had oo 
UDimportaot part in the dcvclopmeot of the many 
Baptist interests in tlie New England States, and 
especiall/ io the development of iatclligeiit Cbristiaa 
character in Baptist fainiiies. The " Christlao Watcli- 
iiian" was establishetl in Boston, in 1819. In 18-18, 
tlio " Christian Reflector," which bad its origin in the 
aiui-slavery agitation, was united with tbo " Chri&iian 
Watchman," under the title of the " Watchman and 
Keflcctor." At the close of 1875, the "ChriBtlon 
Era," which woe commenced in Lowell, Mass., tu 
1 852, was united with the " Watchman and Reflcotor," 
and the paper has since been known as tlic " Watch- 
man." It has had able editors, a valuable eorp> of 
contributors, and in general has woilhily represented 
the Baptists of Xew England. 

The "Christian Secretary," designed to represent 
the interests of tlie Baptist churches in Connecticut, 
was first issued February 2, 1822, at Hartford. 
With the exfopnuu of a brief (wriod — July, 1837, to 
M;i:Th, l.s;;s — wliftn tlie paper was uniteii wjtii ilie 
•■ (liL-ipd Wi[iH'sS," a New York religious journal, tiio 
"Oiiristiau Secretary," wiiii f-nv changes in ics edi- 
torial inanaL^emeTit, has faithfully served the Baptists 
of Cuniicctieut. 

The B;ipti.sla of Maine s<.ugiil to make tlie " Water- 
ville Iiiu-lligen(,-er," founded in 1822, a medium of 
euniinuiiicatiuii wiili llieir ehiurhcs in llie Slate ; but 
ihey soon found tliat through this medium "they did 
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not always speak what they wished.'^ Not long after, 
the publication of the '' Baptist Herald *' was com- 
menced at Brunswick ; but the '' Herald '^ was anti- 
mission in its tendency, and the paper was soon dis- 
continued for lack of patronage. November 11, 
1828, the first number of " Zion's Advocate " was 
published at Portland, and under this title the paper 
has since appeared, except for a short time following 
the union in 1839 of Zion's Advocate '^ and the 
'' Eastern Baptist,'' a paper commenced in Brunswick, 
November 16, 1836, and also for a short time com- 
mencing September 3, 1848, when the {laper was 
known as ** Zion's Advocate and Eastern Watchman.'' 
Mention should also be made of the '' Christian 
Review," a quarterly, the publication of which was 
commenced in Boston, in 1836. A fund was subscribed 
at the outset to guarantee its publication against loss. 
Later, for a while, the ^' Review " was self-supporting ; 
but its list of subscribers at length declined, and in 
1863, at the close of the twenty-eighth volume, it was 
sold to the publisher of the ** Bibliotheca Sacra." 
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The position thus indicated has been reached, not 
by eocentridties of religious thought on the part of 
the pastors of Baptist churches in Boston, but bv 
their recognizing and procktiming the great doctrines 
of the Scriptures. The gospel has been faithfully 
preached, and an able, consecrated ministry has been 
maintained. Stillman and Baldwin have had worthy 
successors in Sharp and Stow and Neale, and they 
have worthy successors in the pastors of the Boston 
Baptist churches at the present day. Active, conse- 
crated laymen also have been important factors in 
this wonderful growth of the denomination in Boston. 
All along they have been at the front in church exten- 
sion work. Strat^ic points have been seized and 
held with great advantage to the denomination. 
From time to time, evangelistic methods have been 
wisely employed. 

Especially has the Tremont Temple enterprise 
been helpful in advancing Baptist interests in Boston. 
The b^nnings of this enterprise bring prominently 
into view Dea. Timothy Gilbert. In 1840, he was 
connected with a small Baptist church, worshiping in 
a hall at the comer of Milk and Congress Streets, 
and soon after the removal of the church to the corner 
of Tremont and Bromficld Streets, he was impressed 
with the importance of providing a place of wor- 
ship where persons of all classes, the rich and poor, 
residents and strangers, without distinction of color 
or condition^ would have an opportunity of hearing 
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oentSy togetlier with the Temple's outstanding liabili- 
ties. The Evangelical Baptist Benevolent and Mis- 
sionary Societji composed of members of the differ- 
ent Baptist chnrches in and around Boston, was 
organized May 11, 1858, and the property was trans- 
ferred to it November 30, 1858, Not long after a 
lease was executed, granting to the Tremont Street 
Baptist Church and Society the use of the great hall 
with its organ and furniture during the daytime on 
Sundays as a place of public worship, and basement 
rooms for vestry and Sunday-school, on condition that 
. the church should maintain worship on Sunday with 
free seats, and support a good and efficient pastor, 
** who shall be considered creditable to the denomina- 
tion, and such as shall be so considered by the Baptist 
churches in the city of Boston, and the adjoining 
cities and towns of Dorchester, Roxbury, Brookline, 
Ciambridge, Charlestown, and Chelsea ; and that tiie 
church shall hold and maintain the doctrines of tlie 
evangelical Baptist churches in said cities and towns/' 

In 1863, the Tremont Temple Baptist Church and 
the Union Baptist Church on Merrimac Street, united 
under the title of the Union Temple Baptist Chuix;h. 
August 14, 1879, the Temple was again burned. In 
the rebuilding many improvements were made, and 
there was provision also for the accommodation of the 
various denominational societies having their head- 
quarters in Boston. 

In tlie early days of the Temple enterprise, Rev. 
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Nathaniel Colver was pastor of tlic oburcb. Bev. 
J. D. Fulton, D. D., was pastor from I>L<ccniber, 
1S63, nearly ten ycai-s. Bev. Gro. C. Lorimer, 
D. D., llic present t>as(or, has iiatl two pastorates, tk« 
first, exteudinfj from October, 1873, to April, 1879, 
ami the second cummcucing May, 1891. Rev. F. M. 
Ellis, D. D., was pnstor from June, 1880, to Xoveni- 
bcr, 1884. The faithful labors of these paston aro 
gratefully acknowlcdgMi by tlie church, and by its 
sister churches. Au earnest revival spirit has cbar- 
aut«rizcd the Temple Bcrvicoa through all ihcso ycuw, 
and the church has become a center of religious influ- 
ence and dcnominutional power. 

On Sunday, March 19, 189.% the Temple wa,s 
again destroyed by fire. The Temple Church, and 
tlie various Baptist missionary societies having thi-ir 
oirices in the huildin;!;, were compelled to seek quarters 
elsewhere, the Missionary Union losing its valualilc 
library, cabinet, collcetion of portraits, etc. But a 
new building is to be erected upon liie old site, and 
with such facilities for the Temple Ciiurcli as in 
members have not possessed iiitlierto. 

But tlie growth of the Baptists in the New Kn-^- 
land States has esi>ecially iieen promoted by the 
several State Conventions. Through these stron;^ 
and energetic org.tiiizaiiuns much niisiiionary work 
Ims been aceomplislied among the smaller and pastor- 
less churches, and funds have l)ci.'n jirovidcd for 
mainiaining regular preaching services where other- 
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wise sack services would be impossible. Each State, 
with its correspondiDg secretary as its chief executive 
o£Bcer, and also its general missioDaries, aided in 
some of the States by approved evangelists, cares for 
its own field, while in work among the foreign popu- 
lation the American Baptist Home Mission Society 
renders efficient aid. 

With the increase in the members of Baptist 
churches there has also been an increase of the value 
of the property belonging to those churches. Tiie 
national census for 1890 gives the value of tiie 
church property of the Baptists of New England 
as $10,994,940, or by States as follows : Maine, $915,- 
650; New Hampsliire, $585,050; Vermont, $58 4,500; 
Massachusetts, $6,107,830; Rhode Island, $1,151,960; 
Connecticut, $1,650,050. 

Reference has already been made to the Baptist 
charitable organizations in the several New England 
States. Mention also should be made of the Baptist 
Home, known as the Chipman Memorial, and situated 
in Cambiidge, Mass. It was the gift of Mr. and 
Mrs. George W. Chipman, in 1892, and is designed 
to provide a home for worthy aged people, also 
orphans, and other needy and dependent children, 
preference being given to applicants for admission 
from Tremont Temple Baptist Church, Boston, to the 
extent of one-half of those who can be accommodated 
in the present building — a preference which is ex- 
plained by the fact that Mr. Chipman has l)een con- 
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ants. Our academies, also, are in a most flourishing 
condition. Added funds, it is true, are needed in 
order to increase the efficiency of these institutions, but 
already they are doing a noble service not only for 
tlie Baptists of New England, but for those not Bap- 
tists who avail themselves of thcf educational facilities 
which these institutions offer. 

But it is not to be forgotten that while the Baptists 
of New England are now better equipped for efficient 
service than at any other period in their history, they 
are at the same time confronted bv new conditions. 
The native-bom population is constantly diminishing. 
According to the national census of 1890, the popu- 
lation of New England in that year was 4,700,745. 
The whole number of foreign-bom persons in New 
England in 1890, was 1,142,339, or 24.30 per cent. 
During the decade from 1880 to 1890, there was an 
increase in the foreign-born population of 348,727, 
or 43.94 per cent, as against an increase in native- 
bom of 341,489, or 10.62 per cent. The increase 
in native-born population from 1860 to 1890 was 
1,136,539, or 46.93 per cent. ; while the foreign-born 
increased during the same period 836,090, or 273 01 
per cent. 

It is this change in the character of the population 
of New England that presents new problems to Baptist 
workers. For the most part the foreign-bom pei*sons 
in the New England States are Roman Catholics. In 
the Northern New England States they are very 
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largely Frencli Soman Catbolics. 'Work has bocu 
commenced among the diiTerent nationnliiies n^iv- 
seutcd in the furcign-born population. In iliiA work 
the American Baptise Hume Mission Society cooper- 
ates with the various State Conventions. Mission- 
aries arc laboring among the Frcndi, the Germans, I 
iliti Norwegians, the Swedes, and tlie Finns. Con- | 
VL-ns Iiavc been won, and in some places clitirvhca ] 
Jiavc been established, iloreovcr, at Newton Thci 
logical Xnetitudon, a French department Ujis bico | 
organized for the training of yoimg Frendi BiiptiKts I 
who wish to devote themselves to work in bchoirof 
tlieir countrymen. The Gr.iud Ligiie Jlission in the 
Province of Quebec, Canada, is an important ally in 
tiiis work. But tinquesiiunably more atteutioji to t)ie 
rapidly increasing foreign clement in our jKipuLition 
will be required if in the future the Baptists of Xew 
England are to increase tn number and inducncc as 
they Lave increased hitherto. 




APPENDIX A. 



Amounts ointributed unnually l>y the cIiurcLes 
of New Engluud from 1S32 to the prcscut^ 1893. 
lii-quests are iiicluilod. 
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APPENDIX B. 

Amounts contributed to the State Convention and 
Missionary Union, since 1815 and up to 1893 : 
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APPENDIX C. 

The annaal growth of the denomination in New 
England from the year 1800 to 1893, as indicated in 
the body of the work, chapters X. and XI., pp. 196- 
236. 
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